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old friendships. Above all, I feel very much fitter (I've lost a stone!) and am
looking forward to doing some more next year.

As if that was not enoughfor one year, as you will see from the
cuttings from Family Tree Magazine, I have been given two presentations,
one to celebrate my retirement from the Federation of Family History
Societies after 23 years as either its founder-chairman or president and the
other, a party to commemorate
my silver jubilee as president of the Birmingham & Midland Society for
Genealogy and Heraldry so it has been quite a year.

I now look forward to a quieter period this winter when I hope to get
down to some serious Swinnerton family History.

To bring us up to date there will be another issue of this journal next
month,

Dain Sewinnerion
Bk ok ok ok ok
Churchwardens’® Accounts for the parish of Barthomley,

Cheshire.
CRO Chester (in the process of being transcribed).

Each year there is a long list of people, some of whom do not appear in the

parish registers, who were paid for catching hedgehogs (then considered
vermin),

In the accounts for 1691 we find:

John Swinerton paid 8d for catching 4. He does not appear as a resident in
the parish registers of that period.

Found in Manchester Central Library
Phillips Park Cemetery. Mf 688

20 Mar 1878

Richard John Swinnerton lyr Infant

9 Kirkham St. Ancoats. Section K. No.1319

Elizabeth Livesey
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From the Express & Star and Birmingham Mail. June 1997

A letter headed “Please write”

I am a local airman currently serving with the RAF in Bosnia. Mail for a few
of the lads here is a little scarce at the moment, so if any of your readers
would like to write to us their letters would be more than welcome.

Shane Swynnerton,

Our former chairman, Joe Swinnerton, could not resist an invitation like this
and promptly wrote to him.

June 25% 1997

Dear Shane

g
I have just read your letter in the Express and Star and Birmingham Mail
asking for your people to write to you and I thought I would drop you a few
lines. I am mot & dazzling blonde or brunette, from whom you and your
mates may be hoping to receive a communication, but a Senior Citizen
and, as a member of the Swinnerton Clan, thought you would like to receive
some information about the Swinnerton Family Society.

You must be of the younger generation to be serving with the RAF , so
you are probably unaware that there is a Family Society , the founder of
which came to England at about the time of William the Conqueror. The
enclosed leaflet gives an outline and general idea of the organisation. Also
enclosed one of the Journals — sorry this is 15 years old but I don’t have a
more recent copy other than my own bound copies.

1 have had a word on the phone with lain Swinnerton, the family
historian who keeps all the records, and he says he has no record of your
name on any of the family trees. To find out where you fit in it would be
necessary for you to let us have details of your father and grandfather, and, if
possible, your great-grandfather. If you would like to fill in the enclosed form
listing what you know about your family he will try and fit you in and
compile a tree of your own ancestry.

As a member of the RAF, you will be interested in reading about one of
the family who lost his life while serving with the RAF during the last war. I
have copied this from the booklet Swynnerton & the Swinnertons.

I expect you are finding things a bit tedious — stuck out in such an
outlandish part of the globe. The British public don’t hear much about
what’s going on in Bosnia, for now things have calmed down, the press
concentrate on other items of news. The main headlines today are — the new
Labour Government who seem to be doing OK, the problems of Northern
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Ireland which appear to be unsolvable and the rapes, murders and killings of
which several take place every day in various parts of Gt.Britain.

As far as news about Bosnia is concerned, I am sure that the Express
and Star would like to hear from you about what is going on. If you are of the
“literary type” and can write a good story about life in Bosnia with the RAF
and the forces in general - without giving away military secrets — it is quite
likely they would publish it and probably pay you for it.

I hope these few words will help to fill in your spare time and make life
more tolerable — I expect you will receive a sack full of letter in response to
your appeal. I will be pleased to hear from you if you have the time - if you
can’t manage it, try and contact me when you get back home which I trust
will not be long in coming.

As you contacted two midland newspapers I presume you come from
these parts. I was born in Winson Green (nit the Gaol — the Parish of) and
went to school in Smethwick. Was in the army during the last war — the time
when the pay was one shilling (5p) per day — increased to two shillings (10p)
about two months after I joined.

Best wishes to you and you comrades in the RAF — and a safe return
home. '

Yoe Suinnerton

Well done Joe. Sadly, he has not yet heard back from him ~ perhaps he really
has had lots of letters from attractive young ladies! The spelling Swynnerton
is interesting; at present I do not know who he is and he does not appear in
our listings of registered births in the General Register Indexes. It may be
that we have missed the spelling variation but, of course, I intend to find out
to find out. If any of you would like to write to him or any of his friends, I
am sure they would be delighted. "

From other Newspapers.

The Darlington & Stockport Times for the 24™ May 1997 records the
marriage of Miss Gail Swinnerton, only daughter of Mr and Mrs Ronald
Swinnerton of .to Mr Christopher Michael Douglas, second
son of Mr and Mrs Barry Douglas of , at
Yarm Parish Church. Mr Gary Swinnerton, brother of the bride, was one of
the ushers. The couple will live in Yarm.

(Ronald Swinnerton is the brother of our former member lan Swinnerton of
the Middlesborough family who originated from Dudley, Worcestershire.)
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More Swinnerton Memorials

Joe Swinnerton visited Blithfield Hall, the home of the Bagot family, in the
summer with the Walsall Association of the National Trust.

In the church, which is in the grounds of the hall, there is a memorial to Ann,
the youngest daughter of William Swinnerton of Butterton.

Sacred to the memory of
Ann
Wife of Walter Bagot Rector of
Blithfield and Leigh
Youngest daughter of William Swinnerton Esq
of Butterton in the County of Stafford
who was born June 28 1755 married Sept 9 1773
buried Feb 18 1786
had 8 children born alive

7 of whom survived with an afflicted husband

and with all who knew her to lament their loss

. As Joe says, what a short life she had - busy but very productive! I would

think she was just worn out. There is also a memorial tablet to her in
Lichfield Cathedral.



e
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SWINNERTON AUTHORS

In the December 1995 issue of this journal we published a list of books by
Swinnerton authors in our archives. Since then we have acquired some more
so here is an updated list. Please continue to look out for any and acquire
them for us if they are not on the list.

A.R.Swinnerton
Rocky the Cat

B.T.Swinnerton
Swynnerton & the Swynnertons

A History of St.Peter's Church, Norbury

Rev.C.Swynnerton
Romantic Tales From the Punjab

A Medley of Occasional Verse, Grave and Gay

Dick Swinnerton

We passed this way: A Coast-to-Coast Bicycle Trip (USA)

E.Nelson Swinnerton (with William G.Keepper & G.Lynne Lackey)

Ugandan Asians in Great Britain

Frank Swinnerton
R.L.Stevenson: A critical study
On the Staircase

Nocturne

The Georgian House

Sketch of a Sinner*

The Georgian House*
Swinnerton, an Autobiography
The Two Wives

Death of a Highbrow
Quadrille

The Bright Lights

Reflections from a Village

On the Shady Side

Nor All Thy Tears

Some Achieve Greatness
Arnold Bennett - a last word

1981

1971
1973

1908
1925

1997

1975

1914
1914
1917
1923
1934
1935
1937
1939
1961
1965
1968
1969
1970
1972
1976
1978
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H.H.Swinnerton

Outlines of Palaentology (2nd Edition) 1933

The Geology of Lincolnshire (with P.E.Kent) 1949

The Earth Beneath Us (Pelican Paper Back Edn.) 1958

Fossils 1960
LS.Swinnerton

267 - 1864-1964, A History of the Worcestershire Artillery 1964
Heraldry Can Be Fun 1986

Basic Facts about Heraldry for Family Historians 1995

Basic Facts about Sources for Family History in the Home 1995

Basic Approach to Keeping Your Family Records 1995

An introduction to The British Army: Its History, Traditions

and Records 1996

The Boer War Diary of Albert Edward Swinnerton
A History of the Swinnertons of Warwickshire

Fire and Fury Over England

Charlie S. (Charles Swynnerton)
Tulip, The Biography of a Mouse

Hugh (Swynnerton) Thomas
The World's Game
The Story of Sandhurst

The Suez Affair (Heron Collector's Edition)
The Spanish Civil War (3rd.Edn.)

Margery Thomas
Daughter of the Raj

We Passed This Way

1987

1991
1992

1994

1957
1961
1967
1977

1995

Dick Swinnerton. Easy Break First Time Publishing, California 1977

This new book has been sent to us by Dick who has also applied to join the
society. More news of him and the book in the next issue when I hope Roy
Swinnerton will write a review of it. Dick and two other 50+ friends set off in
the Spring from the Oregon coast to ride across America on their cycles and

this is an account of their epic journey.
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Home Office Papers: PRO Kew (HO 27/1) W.R.Yorks
Assizes and Sessions Vol.l.
William Swinnerton Larceny 2 months

A new portrait

[ am told that in one of the rooms at Hellens, Much Marcle, Herefordshire
there is a portrait of Charles John Kemys Tynte of the 11™ Hussars (the
famous Cherry Pickers or Cherubims from their crimson trousers but more
usually known to the rest of the Army as the Cherrybums!) born 1800 who
married Elizabeth Swinnerton on the 18 July 1820 at St.George’s, Hanover

Square the youngest of the three daughters and co-heirs of Thomas
Swinnerton of Butterton.

The Lord Mavyor of London

Sir John Swinnerton has surfaced again this time in a book by Antonia Fraser
called Faith and Treason. It is the story of the Gunpowder Plot and on page
199 it says “she (Elizabeth Vaux) was put into the custody of an Alderman,
Sir John Swynerton in London and made to stay with him for many months

until a plea to Salisbury got her bail” She was a cousin of the plotters
Catesby and Wintour.

Another Clergyman

St.Chad’s Shrewsbury

Richard de Swynnerton Dean 1330 Resigned in 1337 Dean again in 1342
This is the Richard, son of Sir Roger (II),who died in 1346 (RS.191).

And Another

St.Clement’s Sandwich, Kent

Vicars

Thomas Hynde (will proved at Canterbury 1493)
Thomas Swinnerton

William Powis presented 1593 per mortem T.Swinnerton

(Collections for a History of Sandwich in Kent. William Boyes FSA,
Canterbury 1792)

[ have no idea who this was at present. It may have been Thomas, the son of
the famous cleric, Thomas Swynnerton alias Roberts, the anti-Catholic
campaigner who was forced to flee the country and died in Holland in 1554 —

the only Swinnerton to ever appear in the Dictionary of National Biography.
He had been a vicar in Kent at one time.
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Society Matters
The Swinnerton Steeplechase

We are planning to print the Reverend Brian Swynnerton’s noies and
instructions as a separate booklet. Each member of the Society will be given
one but we shall aiso do a number of extra copies for sale to members of ths
general public through St.Mary’s Swynnerton with half the profits going te
the church. We do need a snappy title for it — any ideas please?

Swynnerton and the Swinnertons

We are aiso planing to do a reprint of this booklet which was published back
in 1972 and was the catalyst that gave rise to the formation of the Society in
1974. Written by the Reverend Brian and edited by myself, it has been sent
all over the world. Brian now asks if any members of the society wonid lks
to contribute anything to it about their connection with Swynnerion will wiite
to him at Hales Farm, Market Drayton, Shropshire.

News from Swynnerton

We were represented at the special service held at StMary's in June o
commemorate the “Community within the parish” by the Reverend Brian and
Mrs Anne Swynnerton and she has sent us an account of the service.

“The rain held off while we all assembled. The choir and small orchestr: of
young people led the singing as the church gradually filied up 1o fll capaciy.
That was a marvellous thing to witness.

We had a reserved seat at the front and were delighted to be joined
by Francis, Lord Stafford. He was carrying a beautiful watch and chain in a
display case which had been worn by his ancestor, William Howard, as he
was beheaded for his Catholic beliefs at the time of the reformation. Dried
blood was still evident on the chaint '

This was laid on the altar as a symbol of the service of his family to
the community. A host of other parishioners followed Lord Stafford to offer
tokens of their service. These included Brownies, Guides, Scouts, a head-
teacher, a midwife, a bank clerk, a postman, a policeman, a dentist, a doctor,
a vet, a framer, a refuse collector, a care assistant, the W.1., Senior Citizers,
bell ringers, youth club etc.
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Midland Society of Genealogy and Heraldry luncheon. Also in the
picture are Pauline Saul, vice-presiden: of the society and Dr Chris
Leigh, the chairman.

Dohble celebration for Iain

)

During the past few weeks Col lzin Swinnerton has beenon the

receiving end of two presentations marking highlights in his long
involvement in the family history world. ,

At the conference at York (see report below) he was presented
with a portable microfiche reader and a number of books to mark his
retirement as president of the Federation of Family History Societies
(FFHS). This was followed, on Sunday 5 October, by another
presentation at a luncheon organised by the Birmingham and Mid-
land Society for Genealogy and Heraldry, this time, to mark his 25
years in the office of president of the Society.

Like Anthony Camp, the other “retiree” mentioned on these
pages, lain has devoted a tremendous amount of his spare time to
family history. Since the fonmation of the FFHS, he has beenits only
president and hes seen it grow from a small number of English
societies to a worldwide organisation encompassing more than 200
family history groups with British interests. i

An unusually hirsute lain Swinnerton at the Birmingham and |

SWINNERTON SOCIETY PRODUCTIONS

THE SOCIETY TIE. Made in Woven Jacquard with a single Swinnerton Society
Cross and Horseshoe badge. Available in Navy Blue, Maroon and Grey at £5 each
including postage. Set of 3 - 1 of each colour - £14 post paid.

BINDERS FOR JOURNALS. Red with Swinnerton Family History embossed in
gold on the spine and the society's badge in gold on the front cover. Each binder
holds one complete volume (12 issues plus index). £3.50 each post paid.

AN ACCOUNT OF THE FAMILY OF SWYNNERTON.

A facsimile copy of the original history of the family published in 1886 by the
William Salt Archaeological Society, Stafford. Over 200 pages of the family history
with trees of the various branches. Every Swinnerton family should have a copy.

All the above are obtainable from the Secretary,Elizabeth Livesey (address inside
front cover).

THE BOER WAR DIARY OF EDWARD SWINNERTON.
A vivid personal account of a soldier during the campaign fought in South Africa
almost one hundred years ago. £4.50 including postage.

A HISTORY OF THE VILLAGE OF SWYNNERTON AND THE SWINNERTONS
OF WARWICKSHIRE.

A general synopsis of the history of the village and the original family who lived
there. Plus the history of some of their descendants — the Warwickshire branch of the
family. Also an article on the Heraldry of the Family by our archivist. Researched
and produced by our chairman Joe Swinnerton. £7.00 including postage.

FIRE AND FURY OVER ENGLAND. The Second World War - 10 lost months.
The diary of our chairman, Joe Swinnerton, telling of his service in the army in
World War II. 120 pages with many illustrations. A\ very good 'read'. £7 including
postage.

The above three books obtainable from J .E.Swinnerton,

All prices quoted are for orders from the UK. Overseas members please send a
sterling cheque or International Money Order in sterling.






