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FOREWORD
The Chairman

As promised, here is a very belated April Journal to try and catch up. The
move of house, plus lots of other commitments this year, has really thrown
me behind but I am now making desperate efforts to get up to date and there
will be another issue soon plus the usual December one to complete our quota
for the year.

However, the routine work of the society has gone on: we have had several
enquiries about membership — three via the Internet — and the usual crop of
enquiries about Swinnertons all over the world.

There is quite a lot of new family news and I will deal with all this together
in the next issue.

One very important development is that we have now firmly fixed the date
for our Silver Jubilee Gathering next year. It will be held over the weekend
of the 4th/5th/6th June 1999 and accomodation can be arranged for those who
require it (as we did for our 21st Birthday Gathering) at the Stakis Hotel in
Stoke. The main events will be held at Swynnerton on Saturday the 5th and
on Sunday the 6th we shall be running the ‘Swynnerton Steeplechase’ again
— a coach/car tour around North Staffordshire to places of Swinnerton
interest. Please put the date in your diaries now, booking forms with full
details will be sent out with the December Journal.

The computerisation of our records has gone on apace — mainly due to the
incredible amount of hard work put in by member Roy Talbot and I really do
feel that, at last, we are getting on top of it.

New records are becoming available all the while and we are taking full
advantage of these. We now have a copy on microfiche of the 1851 Census of
Warwickshire to add to our 1881 Census fiche for the whole of the country
and we have the New South Wales Pioneers Index 1788-1888 and 1889 -
1918. These are CD-Rom disks containing the indexes to all the births,
marriages and deaths. We have a similar disk of the Victorian Pioneers
Index 1837-1888.

I think the time is fast approaching when we shall be making our own
Swinnerton records available via this medium.

We have just commenced a total overhaul of our Family Trees in time for
our Gathering next year and you will be able to check yourselves that we have
all your details correct.

I shall look forward to seeing you there.

Dain Swinnerton
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