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MORE ABOUT NUNEATON

Peter Lee, of

secretary of the Nuneaton Society says there are monuments to the
Swinnerton family in Nuneaton Parish Church. Joe Swinnerton has
promised to investigate these. Mr Lee also tells me that he has found a
reference to a ladies' musical ensemble known, he believes, as
"Swinnerton's Band" which was a small group of female musicians,
headed by one or more of the family, which played at soirees and
public functions locally in the 19th century. Unfortunately, he says,
that is all he knows but he is anxious to trace their history because the
musical side of life in old Nuneaton and District is very poorly
recorded. Anyone have any knowiedge of them?

NEW NAME FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL

Parents and Govemnors have decided upon a new name for a new
school and have looked to a local stream for inspiration.

Attleborough First and Swinnerton Middle schools will be merged
to create an "all-through™ school on the Swinnerton site, in Avenue
Road opening in September.

Parents and the goveming bodies of both schools have decided to
call the new venture Wembrook Primary School, the name comes
from a watercourse which flows near the school. ..........

So - a long family connection with the town comes to an end. Sad but
that's progress.

(From the Heartland Evening News Friday, February 2, 1996)

FURTHER PROGRESS WITH THE 1881 CENSUS

Since the last report, we have received the fiche for Yorkshire, Surrey,
Norfolk, Durham and Kent. Yorkshire contained, as | expected, quite a
few entries for the family but there were only very few, surprisingly, in
Surrey and Kent and none at all in Durham or Norfolk.

| am in the process of examining these and will report in the next
issue on numbers and any finds of particular interest.

Only two counties still to be released - Lancashire and Middlesex -
but | expect these to be very fruitful for our research.
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TO SWYNNERTON'S FOREST by Ray Borrett

On September 21, 1970 a heavily laden Landrover left sweltering Fort
Victoria and moved eastwards towards the Sabi Valley and then up
into the eastem Highlands to Swynnerton's country, Gazaland, of
which Michael Irwin wrote in his 1907 Ibis paper “Patches of virgin
forest, consisting of trees, mostly evergreen, of great height and girth,
which shade a dense undergrowth of shrubs and saplings, are
scattered throughout the district, the most notable being that of
Chirinda.”

For both Michael Irwin, omithologist at the National Museum of
Rhodesia in Bulawayo, and myself, it was our first visit to the district
and, having read Swynnerton's description, we both wondered what
effect seventy years of “civilisation" would have had on what must
have been truly exciting country for any orithologist.

At about 11 a.m. on September 22 the truck toiled its way up the
escarpment through the dry Miombo woodland of the west facing slope
of Mount Selinda. As we surmounted the crest there before us was the
edge of the forest standing out impressively against the African
farmlands which encroach right up to its limits.

Later, examining an aerial photograph of the forest it was possible
to mark patches of forest edge which have been stolen by the ever
land-hungry farmers who have no eye for the forest as an irreplaceable
piece of Rhodesia's heritage but regard it with greedy eyes as yet
more land to put under the plough.

We moved slowly through the forest along the road leading to the
Mission, the giant trees and luxuriant foliage contrasting impressively
with the dry woodland we had travelled through to reach the forest
from Chipinga, 34 km to the north-west. At the forester's home we
were given tea and the choice of “anywhere” in the forest to pitch our
camp - so we did just this and, after exploring several unmarked
tracks, chose a piece of the forest floor well away from the paths used
by tourists and there, after removing a few intruding saplings and
attendant roots, we made our home for the next two weeks.

It proved to be a spot well chosen, for the song of Swynnerton’s
Robin Pogonocichla Swynnertoni was ever present in the surrounding
foliage, a Square-tailed Drongo Dicrurus edwigii spent much of its time
watching and screeching at us from a branch 15 m above the camp,
and bird parties often passed over us through the lower canopy.
Swynnerton’s Robin has a call remarkably like that of the Rufoussaped
Lark Mirafra africana which occurs commonly on the short grassy
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me ready to move on to safer perches should | show undue interest in
them from my terrestrial viewpoint.

Soon the end of our fortnight's sojourn in the depths of the forest
was in sight yet only a small part had been studied despite the eight
hours of daily walking that had been our lot. Some birds had been
surprisingly absent even from the edges: African Broadbills Smithornis
capensis and Green Twinspots Mandingoa nitidula and all the cuckoos
for instance.

On October 3 the time came for us to pack up our cosy camp in
the forest depths. Soon it would become as tangled as the
surrounding vegetation and there would be no obvious sign of our
recent occupation. Soon the Swynnerton’s Robin would retumn to its
favourite log to sing without disturbance. The tiny Buff-spotted Flufftail
Sarothrura elegans that crossed the track in front of me as | pulied the
last rope tight on the laden truck and the mocking Knysna Loerie
Tauraco corythaix calling its series of “kok™ above our heads would
remain among the other memories of splendid plants, butterflies and
birds.

The forest was alive with song as we slowly rumbled our sad way
home intent on returning sometime in the future to enjoy some of the
peace that we had found whilst hidden away from the usual rush and
bustle of life in a beautiful forest that must not be destroyed as have so
many of the smaller patches referred to by Swynnerton in his writings.
(Note - Ray Borrett collapsed and died at Fort Victoria on January 6, 1973. At

the request of his widow | have completed the above from the three drafts
which he left. - Richard Brooke.)

The family of our council members Roger and Elizabeth Swynnerton
have been doing rather well. Congratulations to their son Michael on
obtaining his Bachelor of Engineering degree in Electrical Engineering
from North London University and to his brother Richard on gaining his
MA in physchotherapy from Regents College.

We must also offer very belated congratulations to our member
Charles lain Swynnerton on his mamiage to Stephanie Preston in July
1994 and note his new address as
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PUBLICATIONS OF THE SWINNERTON SOCIETY

Swinnerton Family History (The Quarterly Journal of the Society)

Vol.1 1974-5. Vol.2 1955-1977. Vol.3 1977-79. _ )
Each volume contains 10 issues, is futly indexed and bound in A4 Binder.
Price per volume - UK £2.50 USA $5 Canada $8 Australia $6

Volume 4.1979-82. Volume 5.1982-84. Volume 6.1984-87. Volume 7.1987-89
Volume 8.1990-9 Volume 9. 1992-94

Each volume contains 10 issues, is fully indexed and bound in AS Binder.
Price per volume - UK £5.00 USA $10 Canada $14 Australia $12

AS Binders for your loose issues. Each Binder holds 10 issues and an index.
The binders are gold blocked on front with badge and on spine with title.
UK £3.50 USA$7 Canada$10 Australia $8

Swynnerton & the Swinnertons by the Rev.Brian Swinnerton
Swinnerton Family Trees Vol.1

Two Early Staffordshire Charters by the Rev.Charles Swynnerton
Two Ancient Petitions from the PRO by the Rev.Charles Swynnerton
Introduction to ‘A History of the Family of Swynnerton’

by the Rev.Charles Swynnerton

Each of the above:
UK £1.00 USA$3 Canada $4 Australia $3

A History of the Family of Swynnerton. . )
Facsimile reprint of the original history of the family published in 1880
complete with family trees and index. 208 pages.

UK £12 USA$20 Canada $30 Australia §27

All prices include postage and packing.

Overseas members please send dollar notes as the commisions deducted
by the banks for exchanging dollar cheques are prohibitive.






