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A letter from long ago and far away

N

13/4/1947
Dear Sir

I have been informed of your request programme for servicemen
of the Darlaston district and would be very grateful if you would
play for me “Absence Makes The Heart Grow Fonder” dedicated
to my wife Mrs F.Swinnerton,

Yours sincerely

J.Swinnerton

* &k k k ¥k
The Geographical Magazine, February 1998

I read the article with fascinated, squeamish horror. I myself had
a horrendous episode of microscopic mites or something after an
ill-fated vacation in the Ozarks, and I had to coat my body, neck
to toe, with a killer cream the dermatologist prescribed. Worst
thing I’ve been through yet.

ALISON E.SWINNERTON

Angola, New York

(The letter was at the top of a page so I have no idea what the
subject matter was which would have been on the previous page).
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“The new lord of the manor of Alstonefield thinks he can walk all over us.”
These were the words of Agnes de Beresforde back in the year of our Lord
1361. Agnes was the widow of the Aden de Beresforde who became lord of
the manor of Beresford and Head of the House of Beresford when his father
John died of the Black Death in 1349,

Aden himself died when his son John was still a minor. This young John
was abducted from the Beresforde household by Sir Thomas de Swynnerton,
lord of the manor of Alstonefield, who believed his own position to include
the overlordship of Beresford. Indeed, he was quite convinced that this was so,
and that as a result the choice of wife for young John belonged to him, Sir
Thomas. In the event Sir Thomas was proved wrong. John married the girl of
his choice, Cecilia (Bentley?) and as far as we know everything went well for
the couple thereafter.

“The new lord of the manor of Alstonefield thinks he can walk all over
us.” Those prophetic words of Agnes de Beresforde were uttered once again
some 640 years later, and virtually to the day, in the summer of 2001. On this
occasion, however, neither a Beresford nor a Swinnerton was directly
involved. It was a case of the villagers of Alstonefield as a whole being upset
with their new lord of the manor, Mr Mark Roberts.

Since the 16™ century the lordship of the manor of Alstonefield had been
in the hands of the Harpur Crewe family, but when that family died out the
trustees decided to put the title up for sale to help towards the cost of death
duties. Mr Roberts paid £10,000, we believe, at the auction back in 1999. and
he now claims ancient manorial and seignorial rights over some 25,000 acres
ofgth}le Staffordshire Moorlands, including all sporting and mineral extraction
rights.

An article in the Daily Mail (29th Aug 2001) stated that Mr Roberts
believes he has a ‘superior interest’ in such areas as commons and village
greens, and the right to hold events such as fairs, markets and car boot sales, as
well as having a claim on any swag which is dropped by fleeing thieves
(although he is not claiming droit du seigneur .the nobleman’s rights as claimed
by Sir Thomas de Swynnerton). He does, however, plan to waive his hunting,
shooting and fishing rights, but to lease them back to the hunters, shooters and
fishers at a rate of £1-50 per acre per annum. ]

The main reason for the villagers’ annoyance is Mr Roberts’s claim to
own all grass verges. This may affect villagers’ entry to their own homes!
Along with the title came 400 boxes of dusty documents, and these could offer
extensive rights not hitherto realised. :

He has ordered Land Registry searches on every unregistered property in
his domain, with the result that prospective purchasers of land within the
township may already have been dissuaded from following up their offers. It
seems that the villagers of Alstonefield are not at all happy with the situation
within their lovely little township at the present time.

And Agnes de Beresforde thought she and her son John had problems
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The Swinnerton Foundation (continued)

children attend. Teachers come from Delhi for 10 months of the year. There’s no
equipment—no chalk, blackboards, chairs, or tables. Children sit on the ground. We’ll
have a stone building and, hopefully, proper equipment. It will be for children up to 8.
After that they go to a government school. One local girl wants to be a teacher, so
we’re paying for her training. She’ll be the first teacher from the valley Like the
hospital, everything must be done by degrees. We’ll start with $7000 for the building
and then get equipment

Q: What are the biggest challenges in completing these projects?

A:The biggest challenge is getting things there. Because of the geography’ of
the place, it took one year to get the hospital window frames. Staffing i1sn’t so
bad, but the hospital accommodation is basic for the doctors, and the local diet
is limited. There haven’t been any’ problems having a Christian hospital in a
Buddhist valley. His Holiness the Dalai Lama was there for a ceremony at a
monastery. He’s very’ supportive of the hospital.

Communication is a nightmare. I don’t speak Hindi, though I understand
some. Mostly we get by with sign language. There are few phones, and often they don’t
work. The postman comes once or twice a week and passes on message through the
Marian hospital. But there’s a fantastic bush telegraph system. Let someone in the
Manali hospital know that you’re coming out on the first of July and someone will
meet you on the road!

Q: Why have you decided to work alone?

A: If'1°d established a formal charity’. the administration costs would have been much
too high. I am only raising about $7,000 a year On the positive side, I’ve cut out the red
rape. All my time is given free, and I pay my own travel costs, as have the doctors and
students who’ve gone our. The money raised goes to the projects with no deductions at
all. But running something on your own isn’t for everyone. Also, unless you are a
registered charity, contributions aren’t tax deductible. And since everything is done on
trust, you must keep your integrity’.

Q: Are there any other advantages to this approach?

A: What I’ve found is that there’s tremendous grassroots support. There are a lot of
retired people, like doctors, and students who want te contribute. And the support goes
beyond specific projects—my’ mother-in-law knits wool vests for the local children.
There are many opportunities for people in the \Vest to contribute to the Third World
It’s very rewarding, ‘and I’ve had no negative experiences. I get very supportive lefters
from old-age pensioners including donations of £5. I write to everyone who includes
an address. This ensures that what you do has a personal touch—that’s the essence of it.
{END/

Diana Bentley is a London-based writer
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JOAN-POLLOCK

August 2001

Dear Friends,

Having recently returned from Spiti I would like to bring you up to date with
their news. This year my son Richard accompanied me who was great for me
and I think he enjoyed every minute of our trip.

The valley is changing as more Westerners come in and Indians come to do
trade this always has a good and bad effect. But for us the work goes on
Richard, being an engineer, was a great help in measuring up for the pump and
the school. On our return to Delhi we were able to give Col. S.S.Singh
(retired) the necessary information and measurements for the pump to be
installed before the snows come this autumn.

The craft centre is now taking shape and the women of the valley have
found a new enthusiasm for their spinning and weaving. We now have 9
spinning wheels in the valley spread out among the villages and this has cut
down the time of spinning enormously.

Your money will be put towards THREE PROJECTS
At the small 8-bed hospital in Kaza the capital town of the Valley a three-
room extension is being built. This will offer extra space as an intensive care
unit to provide better care to patients post operatively. A surgeon works at this
high Himalayan hospital for 2 weeks out of 4 during the summer months.
Some 10 to 15 operations are performed daily. Traditionally the relatives look
after the patients and a trained nurse is there to oversee their immediate care.
Your money will go towards this building.

Our second project is the installation of a pump to elevate drinking water to
the village of Mane. Up to now the women and children carry every drop of
water in plastic cans of various sizes up a height of 120 metres over a distance
of only 150 metres from the spring to the village. With your help we hope to
have the pump installed before the winter snows come.

The third project is to build a small primary school for 40 children in a

' village of 480 people. At present they have their classes sitting outside on the

ground with no shade from the hot sun. In the long winter they huddle in dark

- overcrowded rooms with no heating or equipment. We hope to build the

school next spring if we receive sufficient funds. We are very fortunate in that
Pinewood School, Nr Swindon has decided to take on “Spiti” as its charity
project for next year. They hope to raise enough money to build the school in
Mane village, which is very exciting. We need to keep up the good work as
there will be furniture and equipment to buy, so your help is much appreciated
and still needed.

On behalf of the Spiti people I would like to thank you again for your
wonderful support.

With best wishes

Joan
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Our member David Swinnerton of Middlesborough, a regular correspondent,
wrote to send me some more newspaper cuttings of a family in his area who
appear to be in and out of trouble quite frequently (you have to take the rough
with the smooth in family history!).

He also said how much he enjoyed seeing the photograph of the
Membership Secretary on the cover of the Journal — it was very pleasing to
able to visualise what was once just a name of indeterminate age! He made
the point that over the years, I would have met the majority of our members
but those who are unable to attend meetings or live in foreign countries will
have been unable to do so.

He went on to say that he wondered whether it would be worthwhile
appealing to our members to send in a
photograph of themselves for our records
and for future publications. “The majority
of people always seem to have spare
passport photographs as the machine
gives you four”.

“And, if further, they could write on
the back a bit of information about them
selves such as colour of hair, eyes, height,
weight (!) and age when the photograph
was taken, it would be a valuable archive
for the future. .

We do have a photograph collection,
of course, which I have compiled over the years but it is mainly of our
ancestors. A brave man - David has sent one of himself to start the ball rolling

— what do you think?

|

* %k %k % ¥

‘Genealogy - where you confuse the dead and irritate the living!
(quoted by the Cave Family History Society)

* * % k %
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PUBLICATIONS OF THE SWINNERTON SOCIETY

Swinnerton Family History (The Quarterly Journal of the Society)
Vol.1 1974-5. Vol.2 1955-1977. Vol.3 1977-79.

Each volume contains 10 issues, is fully indexed and bound in A4 Binder.
Price per volume - UK £2.50 USA $5 Canada $8 Australia $6

Volume 4.1979-82. Volume 5.1982-84. Volume 6.1984-87. Volume 7.1987-89
Volume 8.1990-9 Volume 9. 1992-94 Volume 10 1995-98

Each volume contains 10 issues, is fully indexed and bound in AS Binder.
Price per volume - UK £5.00 USA $10 Canada $14 Australia $12

AS Binders for your loose issues. Each Binder holds 10 issues and an index.
The binders are gold blocked on front with badge and on spine with title.
UK £3.50 USA $7 Canada $10 Australia $8

Swynnerton & the Swinnertons by the Rev.Brian Swinnerton

Two Early Staffordshire Charters by the Rev.Charles Swynnerton
Two Ancient Petitions from the PRO by the Rev.Charles Swynnerton
Introduction to ‘A History of the Family of Swynnerton’

by the Rev.Charles Swynnerton
Each of the above:
UK £1.00 USA $3 Canada$4 Australia $3

A History of the Family of Swynnerton.

Facsimile reprint of the original history of the family published in 1880
complete with family trees and index. 208 pages.

UK £12 USA $20 Canada $30  Australia $27

Daughter of the Raj by Margery Thomas
Our late President’s personal story. Born in Simla in 1894, she tells of her childhood

in India in the days of the Raj: of nursing on the Eastern Front in the Great War as a
VAD: England after the war completing her traioning at Barts Hospital and then to
Africa with her husband in the Colonial Service. A truly fascinating story of life in a
bygone age.
UK £5.00 USA $12 Canada $15 Australia §15

All prices include postage and packing.

Overseas members please send dollar notes as the commisions deducted
by the banks for exchanging dollar cheques are prohibitive.

Available from Keith Livesey,






