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Best love and kisses for all the youngsters at home in any event, Grances &
(?) & the others. Upon my word, I wont be able to count them soon. I hear
Charles is starting afresh. What a host of napkins you must use between the
lot of you. Goodbye until I see you again from the (7).

Your affectionate brother, etc. Godfrey L. Swinnerton
PS. (A marginal PS over-written on the text is difficult to decipher - it starts
I suppose Robert

From Godfrey to "all at home"

San Francisco

Dec. 14th 1877
Dear all at home, etc., etc.

We sail tomorrow. Have received Robert's letter with enclosure.
Thanks. Hope all are well. Have to go in the boat to talk to Capt Ashmore.
Great news that England has declared war. Guess I'll be off to the Siberian
Mines if those Russian scoundrels catch us outside. Goodbye for a while. ?
How roars Swinton as Fred says.

Love to all, Yours
Godfrey. L.Swinnerton

From R.P.Blakeley (brother-in-law) to Mark and Sarah
78 Bristol Street,
Hulme, Manchester.

Jany 7 1878
My dear Mark and Sarah,

We were glad to hear from you. Robert arrived on Friday night and
started for Eden on Saturday morning.

On Friday night Jos gave our children and a number of their young
friends a little party, they all seemed to enjoy themselves much. What a little
it takes to please children. Gerty is more cheerful and we are getting her
ready to come to you. I should like to cross over with her, but fear I cannot
do so before Saturday 19th. Will that date suit you? Catherine can, by then,
have all Gerty's things ready and the sail over will I daresay do me good, and
the pleasure of seeing you both in addition. Joseph has made us a present of a
beautiful canary which sings splendidly from morn to night. It is really
delightful to listen to the little songster, reminding one of the woods and
dales - frequented in the days of our youth - alas gone. I enclose Godfrey's last
letters received last Wednesday - evidently he is getting along well. He is
looking forward to his seeing you both very much. We join in best love to
you both and father and kisses to wee Mary.

Your affec. Bro. R P.Blakeley

SFH-April 1999 47

How useful the Internet can be.

Sender:
Date: Fri, 27 Nov 1998 14:47:47 0500
To: Iain Swinnerton

Iain Swinnerton wrote:
Keith Livesey received a note from Steve Swenerton,

saying that Kenry Kells Swenerton died in
Newport Beach, Cal. Apr.29 1998 and giving the following details.

H K .survived by his wife Eloise and four sons and their families:
Steve(b.1943) & Pamela(b.1943 m.1965) - children Kristin(1969) and
Jeffrey

(1973),

Jeff(b.1945) & Carolyn (m.1973) - children Jaime(1976) & Tracy (1981),
Jim (b.1957) & Deborah

John (b.1960) & Lisa - children Sarah (1989)& Tyler (1992)

He ordered some books and said some of them hoped to attend the Jubilee
Gathering next year.

Here's a copy of an email to you, back in June.

Date: Wed, 03 Jun 1998 00:31:41 -0400
From: Bill Swinarton

To: Iain Swinnerton

Subject: Henry Kells Swenerton deceased

Hello, Iain:

I do not have confirmation of the following news article I just found on

the Internet, but 'Hank' Swenerton's last Christmas newsletter did tell

of his illness. The following news article is not necessarily complete as would
havebeen printed in the Los Angeles Times (Orange County Edition), they
usually give a few lines and then sell the complete article.

The date of death is unknown, likely a day or two before the May 9th
printing date.

(Los Angeles Times News Article.)
Former Edison Executive Swenerton Dies;
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Orange County Edition
Newport Beach resident Henry K. Swenerton, a retired Southern
California Edison executive who was well-known for his involvement in
church and community activities, has died. He was 81.

Since that message, I have been able to locate the full obit on the Internet,
as follows.

Los Angeles Times Saturday May 9, 1998
Orange County Edition Metro, Page 4
Type of Material: Obituary

Newport Beach resident Henry K. Swenerton, a retired Southern California
Edison executive who was well-known for his involvement in church and
community activities, has died. He was 81.

Swenerton had served as an elder at La Canada Presbyterian Church and
St.Andrew's Presbyterian Church in Newport Beach. He also had been on the
boards of La Canada Unified School District, the Los Angeles Area Boy
Scouts of America and was vice president of the founding board of Junior
Achievement of Los Angeles.

Swenerton graduated from Occidental College in 1939 with a bachelor's
degree in economics and political science. He did graduate work at UC
Berkeley, CalTech, UCLA and the Claremont Graduate School. He worked at
General Dynamics in San Diego as director of labor relations and director of
wage and salary administration; and at Gladding, McBean and Co. in Los
Angeles, where he was vice president and general manager. In 1963, he
joined Southern California Edison in Rosemead, where he worked as
manager of executive development and manager of the department on
organization until his retirement in 1981.

Swenerton died April 29. Services were held May 2 at St. Andrew's
Presbyterian Church in Newport Beach.

Swenerton is survived by his wife of 56 years, Eloise; and four sons and
their families: Stephen and his wife, Pamela; Jeffrey and his wife, Carolyn;
Jim and
his wife, Debbie; John and his wife, Lisa; and six grandchildren.

By the way, the Swenertons are all part of my Irish-Canadian branch, they
should be in your records.

Bill.

SFH-April 1999 49

ANNE BAGOT’S DIARY

An old carbon copy of this fascinating document, typed on old-fashioned fool-
scap paper, was given to me many years ago by Mrs Dyoneses Haszard of
Milford Hall, Stafford, a long-time member of the Society.

Anne Bagot was the daughter of Anne Swinnerton, the youngest sister
of the last Thomas Swinnerton of Butterton, who married the Reverend
Walter Bagot in 1754. Ann was Mrs Haszard’s great, great, grand-mother.

Roy Talbot has now typed it up on to computer and so I am able to share
it with you. It covers the years from 1819 to 1841 and is a remarkable
account of the life of a lady of the country gentry of the time.

The diary runs to over 200 pages in this format so I shall serialise it in
the next few issues.

ANNE'S RELATIONS
Mother Anne Swynnerton of Butterton
Father Walter Bagot. Rev. Parson of Blithfield

Step Mother Mrs. Bagot née Ward
Grandfather Sir Walter Wagstaffe Bagot
Grandmother  Lady Barbara Bagot née Legge

Brother Egerton Bagot of Pipe Hayes

Brother Wm. Bagot

Sister Honora, married to the Hon. Augustus Legge

Sister Louisa, married to Revd. Richard Levett of Milford

Sister Elizabeth married to J. Phillimore, Chancellor of the
Diocese of Oxford -

Half Brother Ralph
Half Sister Mary

Half Sister Caroline, married to Edward Daniel, Barrister

Half Sister Jane, married to Rt.Hon. Sir Edward Vaughan
Williams, Judge

Half Sister Agnes, married to J. Farquhar Fraser

Brother in Law Richard Levett of Milford

Nephew Dico Levett

Niece Frances (Baby) Levett

Sister in Law  Martha Swynnerton, wife to William Bagot

Cousin Lady Pilkington

Cousin Mrs. Neave

Uncle Charles Chester Bagot

Uncle The Rt.Revd. Lewis Bagot Bishop of St. Asaph.
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MORE MEMBERS ON THE INTERNET

From: "Guy Swinnerton"
To: IainSwinnerton

Dear Colonel Swinnerton,

I have just received the December issue of "Swinnerton Family History", and
was delighted to see that a number of the members of the Society are on
e-mail. Consequently, I am sending you my e-mail address. As you can see it
is < > This is my work e-mail address in the Faculty
of Pilysical Education and Recreation at the University of Alberta where I am
Professor of Parks and Outdoor Recreation and Program Coordinator for the
Recreation and Leisure Studies Degree Program. In terms of the Swinnerton
Directory I am GS.33[Chester].

It was also mentioned that Swynnerton church has a home page. I wonder if
you could provide me with the relevant http address. Many thanks.

Best wishes for 1999.
Guy

Colin Swinnerton from Wrexham has also sent me a message saying he is on
and Kerry Swinnerton from Australia tells me she is

on

And useful information from a fellow One-Namer
Sender: alan_lindfield

for <lainSwinnertor ©>; Sun, 28 Feb 1999 16:53:13 -
Reply-To: "Alan Lindfield"
Subject: Afghan War
Date: Sun, 28 Feb 1999 21:54:06 -0000
lain,
I just noticed one of your lot - a gunner to boot - in the Casualty Roll for
the Afghan War 1878-80. I expect you have the details already, but just in
case you missed him:
5070 Swinnerton, Alfred k 27 July 1880 Maiwand
Best regards
Alan
(No - I hadn’t so many thanks to Alan).
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Extract from a Local History.

Unfortunately, whoever sent it to me did not include the title. Does anyone
recognise it?

Chapter Two: The Early Years

Norton Canes claimed to have rights of pasturage over the woods and wastes
of Essington. Robert was successful in proving that they had no such rights
in his manor. He was not so successful against William Hillary of Bescot
Hall, Walsall, who as a freeholder also claimed to have rights of pasturage at
Essington.

As might be expected a man like Robert of Essington would always be on
the scene when there was any trouble that he could exacerbate. During the
often troublesome and rebellious reign of Edward II, the county of Stafford
saw some of the hostilities. In 1307 Robert or possibly one of his descendants
was once again at odds with William Hillary. Robert had seized a number of
horses belonging to Lord William. The latter sought the protection of the
courts and was awarded damages. Robert induced his overlord John de
Somery of Dudley to obtain the King’s pardon for trespass, thus freeing him
from payment and from every other liability.

Secure in the King’s favour, Robert considered himself to have a free
hand in tackling William Hillary for having the temerity to complain about
being robbed. With a band of about fifty-three ruffians Robert attacked
Bescot Hall laying such a siege to the place that the defenders could not bring
in food. When he finally lifted the siege he took away with him a large
quantity of wood and chattels belonging to Hillary.

A general terror and pest to his neighbours, Robert was finally brought
down by someone whose own past made Robert’s look like mere playfulness.
This was John de Swynnerton I., Seneschal of the Forest. A less reckless
man than Robert might have thought twice before crossing swords with John
for his own manor lay within the jurisdiction of the Forest and therefore
under the Forest Laws administered by John. In 1320 Sir John had served in
the Scottish War under the banner of the Baron of Dudley. He also joined an
expedition to Guienne when France threatened war. In 1322 he was Sheriff
of Staffordshire and Salop and representative in Parliament for Stafford
County. Despite his high office John appears to have been a turbulent and
flamboyant character. He was implicated in various offences including rape,
murder, mutilation and highway robbery. Although their neighbours prob-
ably thought that there was little to choose between them, this is the man who
put a stop to the exploits of Robert.
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Robert went to law against John, three of his brothers and others and lost his
case. John de Swynnerton then sued in his turn but the process was too slow
for one of his impatience and so he took it into his own hands. He set out
with a sufficient number of men and on a bright June morning, three hours
after sunrise, shot Robert through the heart with a barbed arrow fired from a
longbow. Robert expired in his wife’s arms. The murder took place in a
garden called Berard Orchard. The murder of Robert was a bloody affair as
we know from the charges that were brought against the assailants. Roger
the Parson’s son of Bushbury was charged with wounding Robert with an
arrow shot into the right breast; John Charles with shooting the victim in the
back; Thomas de Dunesby who stabbed Robert through the heart and many
more were arraigned.

The murdered man left a son and heir also named Robert and he appears
to have followed the path trodden by his father. In 1324 he was prosecuted
for riotous trespass. In the same year after one nasty deed he sought shelter
in Rushall Hall causing that place to be laid siege to by his enemies. Two
years later he was charged with entering the house of John de Ruyton at
Hilton, breaking open his chest and stealing his title deeds. The following
year he was charged with assaulting and beating Richard Gryffin of Great
Wirley (sic).

As mentioned earlier, after the Conquest of 1066 William rewarded his
followers with lands. This was not just a thank you for services rendered,
those given the land were expected to exercise their authority under the King
by governing a particular section of territory. The ever present danger
however was that some of the nobles might try to flout the king’s authority.
To prevent this happening, any lord falling out of favour with the king could
have his lands confiscated and given to his peers. The threat of confiscation
and the expectation of others was a way of reducing the danger of rebellion.

Although the manors and villages given by William changed hands over
the years, the idea that there should be one local dominant family became
recognised practice. Shareshill and Great Saredon belonged to a large part of
the county of Stafford given to Robert, the younger son of Roger de Treni
who was the standard bearer for William I. He took a new family name and
became Robert de Stafford. He retained the title “overlord” but the lands
themselves were in the hands of landowners and tenants who owed allegiance
and other dues to the overlord. Little Saredon did not form part of the lands
that were given to Robert. By 1182 the overlordship was in the hands of the
Prior of Dudley, where it remained until at least 1630,

(To be continued)

SWINNERTON SOCIETY PRODUCTIONS

THE SOCIETY TIE. Made in Woven Jacquard with a single Swinnerton Society
Cross and Horseshoe badge. Available in Navy Blue, Maroon and Grey at £5 each
including postage. Set of 3 ~ 1 of each colour - £14 post paid.

BINDERS FOR JOURNALS. Red with Swinnerton Family History embossed in
gold on the spine and the society's badge in gold on the front cover. Each binder
holds one complete volume (12 issues plus index). £3.50 each post paid.

AN ACCOUNT OF THE FAMILY OF SWYNNERTON,

A facsimile copy of the original history of the family published in 1886 by the
William Salt Archaeological Society, Stafford. Over 200 pages of the family history
with trees of the various branches. Every Swinnerton family should have a copy.

All the above are obtainable from the Treasurer, Keith Livesey (address inside front
cover).

THE BOER WAR DIARY OF EDWARD SWINNERTON.
A vivid personal account of a soldier during the campaign fought in South Africa
almost one hundred years ago. £4.50 including postage.

A HISTORY OF THE VILLAGE OF SWYNNERTON AND THE SWINNERTONS
OF WARWICKSHIRE.

A general synopsis of the history of the village and the original family who lived
there. Plus the history of some of their descendants — the Warwickshire branch of the
family. Also an article on the Heraldry of the Family by our archivist. Researched
and produced by our former chairman Joe Swinnerton. £7.00 including postage.

FIRE AND FURY OVER ENGLAND. The Second World War - 10 lost months.
The diary of our former chairman, Joe Swinnerton, telling of his service in the army
in World War II. 120 pages with many illustrations. A\ very good 'read'. £7
including postage. :

The above three books obtainable from F.J.Swinnerton,

All prices quoted are for orders from the UK. Overseas members please send a
sterling cheque or International Money Order in sterling.





