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THEY TURN UP EVERYWHERE!

My friends in the genealogical world are always pulling my leg about the
many and various places they find references to the family. Of course, the
real reason is that because our name is fairly unusual and so stands out it is
easily noticed — I am sure there are far more Bakers and Butchers, Smiths
and Joneses in the same records but no-one gives them a second look.

Here is the latest batch of miscellaneous entries culled from a wide
variety of sources which have either been spotted by myself or sent in by
fellow genealogists.

Quaker Monthly Meeting Ledger Bury St. Edmunds.
Ref. FK6 501/4/1 Burials

To Thomas Swinnerton, Grave Maker 10th July 1838

Make a grave on or before next fifth day in Friends Burial Ground at Stoke
upon Trent in the County of Stafford and therein lay the body of James
Wright of Sudbury in the County of Suffolk, Grocer aged about 63 years
who died the sixth day of the seventh month One thousand and Thirty Eight.

John Pettilner
The above body was buried the twelvethday (sic) of the second month One
thousand and Thirty Eight.

Witness Thomas Swinnerton (he signed). Grave Maker.

Ex Pamela Palgrave who says the form was pasted into the ledger together
with the Coroner’s document for the release of the body for burial. Hanley,
Stoke on Trent. Quakers never referred to the months by the names we use
because they are all named after heathen gods. One has to wonder what
condition the body was in after the long delay.

Mormon Library, Salt Lake City, Utah.,
Joanna Swinnerton b. St. Andrew’s Undershaft, London 1590.
Submitted by Leona Catlow,

I have not yet been able to check this out but if this is correct it may be the
mysterious Joanna who became the third wife of Isaac Allerton, one of the
principal leaders of the Pilgrim Fathers who has been mentioned before in
this journal.
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Parish Registers

Over, Cheshire

12 June 1862 Buried Martha Swinnerton. Over Lane 5 days.
Manchester Cathedral

10 August 1873 Ruth, dau of James and Martha Swinnerton of Salford,
baptised (born 8 February 1873).

Christ Church Salford

5 July 1891. George Garkell, 23, Bach, Cutter of 34 Hope St. Father
Thomas Garkell, Clicker and Ruth Swinnerton, 19, Sp. Winder 34 Hope St.
Father Samson Swinnerton (deceased) Labourer. Married.

Both signed. Witnesses Edward Watts and Hannah Bates.

All the above from Keith and Elizabeth Livesey. Note the same address for
bride and groom to avoid having to pay for two lots of Banns.

Aghalee, Co.Down Ireland
21 June 1841 Married Hugh Fulton and Ann Swinerton of Alee

Bicknoller, Somerset :

1685 Henry son of Hen. Swinnerton and Margery _his wife was buried ye
4th September.

1723 Margery Swinnerton of Bicknoller buried March 23rd.

1729 George Swinnerton buried March ye 1st

1730 Mary Swinnerton buried October 5th.

Ex Mrs Ann Leigh who thinks there are more. These, I think, have to be
connected in some way to our Gloucestershire family who are the only
Swinnertons in the south outside London in this period.

Holy Trinity Church, Hull.
9 December 1779 William Carter and Jane Esser(ery)
Witnesses: Thos Swinnerton & Jane Swinerton (sic).

Ex Penny Pattinson

Llangefni, Holyhead, Anglesey
1790 Oct 26 Married Thomas Swinnerton and Elizabeth Bragg.
Both of Holyhead by Banns.
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FAMILY NOTES

We are very sorry to have to record the following deaths since our last Journal:

Mrs Mary Swinnerton of Liverpool mother of our members Brian and James
on the 25™ December 1999 aged 81.

Peter Swinnerton of on the 3
January 2000 aged 71.

Leonard Swinnerton of on the 11% January 2000 aged
90.

Mrs Margery Augusta Angelo Thomas, our President, of London aged 105 n
the 30% January 2000.

Our sincere sympathy goes to all their families.

R TR

We welcome the following new members:

Mrs Val Bieleski née Harvey of

Val is the granddaughter of Mary Swinnerton who was born in
Devonport, New Zealand in 1870. Mary was the aunt of our former member
and the last male representative of the family in New Zealand, William Edgar
Swinnerton who died in 1985.

Change of address.
Mrs Elizabeth May to

Mr A.E.Swinnerton - change of post code only to

New e-mail address
Brian Swinnerton -
Nigel Watts -

Nigel has also set up an Armitstead website to publish all the work that his
uncle, our former chairman, Ken Armitstead did on his father’s family.
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Our President

Our joint secretaries, Roger and Elizabeth Swynnerton, Colonel Jeremy
Swinnerton, Timothy Swynnerton and myself represented the society at the
funeral at Christ’s Church, Victoria Road, London on Saturday 5" February.
The President’s son, our Vice-President Lord Thomas of Swynnerton and her
grand-daughter Isabella Thomas gave the readings and Colonel Jeremy
Swynnerton gave the following address:

We have come together to do honour to Margery Thomas.

Margery was born in Simla, in India in August 1894. Both her parents were
artists and this must surely be where her own artistic talent came from.
Margery was the only daughter and the second of four children. They were
brought up “in the wild,” one might say. In those days life was pretty rough.
There were lots of servants, but there was no electricity, and radio and
television had not been invented. Nor was there any proper running water and
the ‘smallest room’ was a shed down the garden with a ‘thunderbox’. The
wooden houses were badly built and leaked in the rainy monsoon weather.

Margery’s father’s house, perched on a steep hillside, went by the rather
pretentious name of ‘Oakwood Place.” In fact it was similar to all the others
and was just as draughty. All the children seem to have led a very happy and
exciting childhood.

When the Great War broke out Margery joined and trained with a local VAD
unit and eventually went with them to join a Field Ambulance in Mesopotamia
— now called Iraq — where she served in action for about two years, treating
wounded soldiers of all races including, surprisingly, Nigerians.

After the war she returned to India just in time to become a casualty of the
great World Flu Epidemic.

Leaving India in 1919 she started proper nursing training at St. Bartholomew’s
Hospital in London. It will be recalled that it was here that she celebrated her
one hundredth birthday in the Banqueting Hall. After qualifying as a State
Registered Nurse, she decided to join the Colonial Nursing Service in the Gold
Coast —now Ghana — and it was whilst on the ship, on the voyage out, that she
met her future husband. That was in 1929, and Hugh was born a couple of
years later.

In 1935-6 Margery was in England to look after Hugh and see him into school
— and doubtless to instil a bit of discipline. She was living in Welwyn Garden
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