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Foreword

I have to start this Journal with a very sad piece of news — for those of you
who have not already heard, we have lost our Patron, Sir Roger Swynnerton,
who died on the 30th of December 2000.

Roger joined the Society in 1975, a year after it was founded and was
elected a Vice-President the following year. He was elected President in 1982
when I wrote the following in my Editorial in the June issue of the Journal.
“Sir Roger has been a Vice-President since 1976 but has never been just a name
on the letter heading as VPs of most organisations are — quite the contrary, he has
been a very hard worker for the Society and a loyal supporter of all our efforts.
He has regularly attended Council meetings and many of you will have met him at
our Gatherings when he took the chair at our Annual General Meetings.

Grandson of the original historian of the family, the Revd. Charles
Swynnerton, Sir Roger has provided us with masses of information from the Revd,
Charles’s notes and letters adding greatly to our archives. He has also helped in
many other ways, not least financially.

Lady Swynnerton has also been actively involved and, as many of you know,
produced the prototype kneeler for us for Swynnerton Church.

I am sure that under Sir Roger’s Presidency, the Society will go from strength
to strength”

As indeed it did and he continued to give us his generous support and
wise advice until he retired at his own request in 1994 and became our Patron.

We shall miss him very much and are grateful for all his contributions to
the society.

An account of his distinguished career appears later in this Journal.

* k ¥

In the last Journal I was able to tell you that we had added another twig to the
main family tree. The good news this time is that we have now added two
more which have puzzled us for many years. We are making good progress
although we must not be complacent, there are still about 12 to go!

We have just heard that the Swynnerton Village Summer Fair is to be held
on Saturday the 18" June at the Old Rectory, Swynnnerton. We had planned
to have our Annual General Meeting on our traditional first Saturday in June
but it obviously makes sense to combine the two events so please make a note
of the new date in your diaries and I hope to see many of you there.

1atn Swinnerton
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Bugle Post Bag. Black Country Bugle, 2 March 2000

FILMING AT BILSTON FURNACE IN THE SEVENTIES

I read with interest the article in the Black Country Bugle of the 10™ February
2000 by Darren Kinsey on “Elisabeth” the blast furnace at Bilston.

During the 1970’s, I was a member of the Wulfrun Cine Club, Wolverhamp-
ton, a group of amateur filmmakers who met weekly at Compton Grange,
Wolverhampton. Among the members was Harold Swinnerton, the Managing
Director of Swinnerton & Miller Ltd of Willenhall. Harold was an explosives
expert and the company were well known for doing demolition work, like
felling chimneystacks and cooling towers.

Swinnerton & Miller Ltd obtained the contract to reline “Elisabeth” in 1976
and Harold decided to record the event on film to which he eventually put an
appropriate commentary. Unfortunately, on the day that the furnace was relit,
Harold had been called away on other business and he asked me if I could film
the re-lighting ceremony for him. The day before, I visited the furnace to get
the lie of the land and was given a tour of the site that included climbing to the
uppermost platform of the furnace that gave wonderful views of the Black
Country and over to Cannock Chase. As I had not expected to have this tour, 1
had not taken a camera (still or cine) with me, and an opportunity for some
exc ent photographs was missed.

The following day I arrived and set up my lights to record the re-lighting of
the furnace, which was traditionally carried out by a young girl (she could
have been the daughter of the manager, perhaps someone knows). The filming
went very successfully and enabled Harold to complete his film.

None of us was to know at the time that this would be the last time “Elisabeth”
would be relit. Unfortunately, Harold did not live to see the furnace closed as
he had died from a heart attack. Some years after Harold’s death I was able to
obtain the film from his daughter and have it copied onto video. So there is
preserved for posterity a record of this short time in the life of one of the Black
Country’s most famous landmarks.

Jim Evans,
Editor’s note: Mr Evans has very kindly donated a copy of this video to our

archives. The video includes other film on which Harold, a long-time member
of this Society, can be seen in action.
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Directories, 1680-1830
extracted by Bill Swinarton from the Internet

Swinerton, William
Subscribed to An Essay towards a Natural, Experimental, and Medicinal
History of ... Mineral Waters (Vol. 2), 1740, SHORT, Thomas. Sheffield

Subject: science/technology

Swinerton, Joseph & Swinnerton, Thomas
Listed in Bailey's Northern Directory for 1781. Containing Every Principal

Town from the River Trent to Berwick-upon-Tweed; with London &
Westminster, Edinburgh & Glasgow, 1781. Warrington. Printed by William
Ashton

Swinerton, Samuel
Listed in Wakefield's Merchant and Tradesman's General Directory for

London, [1790], WAKEFIELD. London

Swinnerton, Thomas
Subscribed to Lexicon Technicum; or, an universal English dictionary of arts

and sciences (Vol. 2), 1710, HARRIS, John. London
Subject: science/technology

Swinnerton, John
Subscribed to A New Survey of the Globe, or an accurate Mensuration of all

the Empires, kingdoms and islands in the world ... with notes explanatory and
political, wherein the numnber of people in all ye principall countries and
cities of Europe are severally calculated, 1729, TEMPLEMAN, Thomas.
London

Subject: geography

Swinnerton, Thomas & Swinnerton, John
Subscribed to Poems on several occasions, 1733, ANON. Manchester

Subject: poetry

Swinnerton, William
Subscribed to Sermons on several important practical subjects (Vol. 1), 1748,

HOOLE, Joseph. London
Subject: religion
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Swinnerton, John
Subscribed to Thoughts Moral and Divine. Second edn., 1758, and Third edn.,

1759. CALCOTT, Wellins. Birmingham
Subject: philosophy

Swinnerton, William
Subscribed to Ecclesiastical Law (Vol. 1), 1763, BURN, Richard. London
Subject: law

Swinnerton, Edward jun,
Subscribed to The Complete Dictionary of Arts and Sciences. In which the

whole circle of human learning is explained, and the difficulties attending the
acquisition of every art, whether liberal or mechanical, are removed. The
theological, philological, and critical branches, by the Rev. J.H. Croker. The
medicinal, anatomical, and chemical, by T. Williams, M.D. The mathematical
by S. Clark. And the other parts by several gentlemen particularly conversant
in the arts or sciences they have undertaken to explain (Vol. 1),

1764, CROKER, Temple Henry. London, Cambridge, Dublin

Subject: encyclopaedia

Swinnerton, Mr

Subscribed to Cary's New and Correct English Atlas: being A New Set of
County Maps from actual surveys. Exhibiting All the Direct & principal
Cross Roads, Cities, Towns, and most considerable Villages, Parks, Rivers,
Navigable Canals &c. Preceded by a General Map of South Britain, shewing
The Connexion of one Map with another. Also A General Description of each
County, and Directions for the junction of the Roads from one County to
Another, 1787, CARY, John. London

Subject: geography, topography

Swinnerton, William

Subscribed to A topographical survey of Somerset. Lancaster, 1789,
TUNNICLIFF, William. Bath

Subject: topography

Swinnerton, John & Swinnerton, Thomas

Subscribed to The History and Antiquities of Staffordshire compiled from the
manuscripts of Huntbach, Loxdale, Bishop Lyttelton, and other collections of
Dr. Wilkes, T. Feilde, &c. &c. including Erdeswick's Survey of the County,
and the approved parts of Dr. Plot's Natural History. Illustrated (Vol. 1), 1798,
SHAW, Stebbing. London.

Subject: history
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Further copies of letters in the possession of Stephen C. Saunders of

, addressed to his grandfather, Mark
Swinnerton, and his relations from Mark's father, Charles Swinnerton of the
Isle of Man, and other relations (continued)

From Charles Swinnerton to his son Mark, and wife Sarah
Douglas,
Isle of Man
Corner note : I sent you all the books the other day.
21st March 1882
Dear Mark and Sarah,

I just drop you a line to say that, all being well, John Nicholson and myself
will be starting probably on Monday next for Venice and from thence to Rome
and come back by Genoa. John will combine work with pleasure as he will be
sketching as we go along. It will be good practice for Fred as he meets us in
Venice an doth will go sketching together. Iam happy to say that all here are
well but I have rhumatics in my right shoulder and arm so bad that it is pain
for me to write. I am writing this in the office room which is now denuded of
everything save the sofa, 4 chairs and the table where I ? ? today ifit takes
up as at the present time it is snowing and blowing hard. Iam sorry to say that
Governor Lock is leaving the Island in a few days being appointed a
Commissioner of the Woods and Forests in London. The announcement took
everyone aback. I attended a meeting last night for the purpose of presenting
him with a testimonial in acknowledgment of the benefits he has conferred or
has been the means of conferring on the Island since his sojourn here as
Governor.

The High Bailiff occupied the Chair and as usual occupied one half of the
time of the meeting talking rubbish and flattering the Governor and his wife to
the great disgust of all who heard him.

Just got a letter from Godfrey dated Valparaiso 10th Jany. He is all right
and well and had upon the whole a fine passage out. Just heard from Fred, and
Joseph who is also well. Blakeley and family are also well. Mrs Murray
Baker to whom I sold my yard has built a magnificent house at the lower end
which will cost him I would say £1600-. I shall deliver up the keys of this
room to him this week.

Things remain just as usual here, nothing strange having taken place since
you left. How is little Mary and Sarah, your little things. I hope they are well
as for the boy no doubt but he will get along all right. How does Willie ? I
hope you will have a prosperous summer.

187

Sarah - Why do you not write to me. Mind that you do. You, Mark, is often
enquired after - Mrs. Plugue has just returned from England very ill in fact I
fear tha she is in the ? ? she looks very badly, poor thing. Iam sorry for her.
with best love to you all and with kisses for the little ones, believe me,
Yours affectionate
Father Chas. Swinnerton

* ok ok

From charles Swinnerton to his son Mark, and Sarah
Douglas
Corner Note : Write me soon. Isle of Man
19th February 188?
Dear Mark and Sarah,

I have just got your letter with inclosed draft all right. I am sorry to hear
that your fingers are frost bitten. It must be very sore I should think but I dont
wonder at it when the cold ranges from 15° to 43° below zero. Iam just
thinking that Sarah would be wishing herself in the Isle of Man again.

We have had it very cold here as low as 7° below freezing and I can tell
you I felt it pretty cold. It lasted about a month, the ground covered with snow
but now it is altogether changed for heavy wet as it is raining continually.
You muSt not have got my last letter as I got the ? birth of a son and heir and
forthwith wrote congratulating Sarah for the way she had managed it. 1am
very gl#d to hear she is so well and that the little ones are all right. Surely
they mySt have suffered with the cold as it would be difficult to keep them
inside 7 - It always creates an unpleasant feeling as I pass your house not
seeing them or hearing them. They will very soon forget me. I daresay little
Sarah Kas already.

Chafles Frederick is a very nice name. I have not heard anything about
Willy gkillicorn but he will be sure to go if you drop him a line. I
remempered you both to the Clagues and the Hanneys. Mrs Clague continues
ill. She has a bad cold at present.

Fred is at Catherines and is painting portraits of all the children. I dont
think h# Will arrive in Rome before a month hence. Joseph is in Rome and
was well a few days ago. Got a letter from Charles who complains of his
chest being unwell. Maud is well but the little boy is suffering from a bad
cold. He also tells me that the Revd. Lloyd Jones' brother has died without
issue artd therefore he comes in as heir at law for his brother's estate and he
will mgst likely give up his rectory worth £600 per with house, Glebe land,
ete. and he thinks from his letter that he has some intention of offering it to
him and if he does so he scarsely thinks the state of his health would justify
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him in accepting it. But between you and I this may be all conjecture on his
part. However he says that he will write me again on the matter.

Mrs. Blakeley received letters from Godfrey from Hongkong. He was
quite well and the tone of the letters were very encouraging, quite different to
any he ever wrote before. He seems to accept the sea as his profession but
expressed a desire to go into steam next voyage. He speaks of the Captain as a
poor, weak, inefficient man to command a ship and quite unfit to have a
command of any man's property. He has been very good to him. He also says
that he himself could take a ship to any part of the world.

You must understand that it is far from my wish to have put you to any
great inconvenience to send me the interest although you know I have to pay
the interest of the bonds on my property every six months. Yet so long as I
could manage to get along I should be sorry to place you in a difficulty which
might be avoided.

(last page missing)

Charity Commission
Notice is hereby given that the

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
of the
SWINNERTON SOCIETY

will be held
on Saturday the 18" June, 2001
in
Swynnerton Church Hall
At 11.00am.

Refreshments will be served from 10,30am.
Bring your own lunch or dine in the Fitzherbert Arms

In the afternoon we shall be joining in the
SWYNNERTON VILLAGE SUMMER FAIR
Which commences at 2.00pm
At
The Old Rectory
(next to the Church)
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PUBLICATIONS OF THE SWINNERTON SOCIETY

Swinnerton Family History (The Quarterly Journal of the Society)
Vol.1 1974-5. Vol.2 1955-1977. Vol.3 1977-79.

Each volume contains 10 issues, is fully indexed and bound in A4 Binder.
Price per volume - UK £2.50 USA $5 Canada $8 Australia $6

Volume 4.1979-82. Volume 5.1982-84. Volume 6.1984-87. Volume 7.1987-89
Volume 8.1990-9 Volume 9. 1992-94 Volume 10 1995-98

Each volume contains 10 issues, is fully indexed and bound in A5 Binder.
Price per volume - UK £5.00 USA $10 Canada §14 Australia $12

A5 Binders for your loose issues. Each Binder holds 10 issues and an index.
The binders are gold blocked on front with badge and on spine with title.
UK £3.50 USA $7 Canada $10 Australia $8

Swynnerton & the Swinnertons by the Rev.Brian Swinnerton

Two Early Staffordshire Charters by the Rev.Charles Swynnerton
Two Ancient Petitions from the PRO by the Rev.Charles Swynnerton
Introduction to ‘A History of the Family of Swynnerton’

by the Rev.Charles Swynnerton
Each of the above:
UK £1.00 USA $3 Canada $4 Australia $3

A History of the Family of Swynnerton.

Facsimile reprint of the original history of the family published in 1880
complete with family trees and index. 208 pages.

UK £12 USA$20 Canada$30 Australia $27

Daughter of the Raj by Margery Thomas
Our late President’s personal story. Born in Simla in 1894, she tells of her childhood

in India in the days of the Raj: of nursing on the Eastern Front in the Great War as a
VAD: England after the war completing her traioning at Barts Hospital and then to
Africa with her husband in the Colonial Service. A truly fascinating story of life in a
bygone age.
UK £5.00 USA $12 Canada $15 Australia $15

All prices include postage and packing.

Overseas members please send dollar notes as the commisions deducted
by the banks for exchanging dollar cheques are prohibitive.

Available from Keith Livesey,






