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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT

1 hope you have all managed to survive the cold winter months and are
looking forward to some warmer spring weather. Let’s hope it is not too wet
although we are told many parts of the country need the water badly in order
to top up the depleted reserves. Not so here in South Wales however!

The saga of our building works continues and after 4 months so far with
at least 2 more months probably still to go Margaret and I are looking forward
to some short holiday breaks to try and recharge our batteries. We visited
Southern Spain a month ago and had an interesting visit to Ronda which is a
fascinating town between Marbella and Seville and is well worth a visit. In
April we are planning to go to the Isles of Scilly which we visit regularly and
then to Crete for a week of birdwatching and botany.

At our recent Council meeting we had a presentation on the forthcoming
Swynnerton Medieval Charter Festival to be held on Saturday 12 August 2006
which was reported in some detail in the last journal. Former chairman Roger
Swynnerton will play the part of Sir Roger de Swynnerton and his wife
Elizabeth will play the Lady Elizabeth. Sir Roger will receive the Charter
from Edward I during the ceremony. We are told that Roger has some doubts
over his horseriding skills but even so we look forward to seeing him in full
medieval costume on horseback!

We hope as many of you as possible will be able to come along on the
day which will be action packed with events including mock battles and
jousting. There will be stalls and the Society will have a tent displaying items
of interest and of our family history.

Then on Tuesday 15 August which is the actual date of the annual fayre
granted by the Charter document there will be a banquet in Swynnerton
Village Hall preceded by a service in St Mary's church Swynnerton at 6.30pm.
Further information and tickets for the banquet are available from the
organiser Mrs Margaret Thompstone.Tel No . There is a web
site for this event : www.swynnertonmedievalfestival.org.uk and also email
address:

Margaret and I look forward to seeing some of you again in the summer
at the Society's AGM on the 3™ June in Swynnerton. Let's hope for good
weather on the day of the Charter Festival.

Barrie Swinnerton
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Swinnerton Cycles

n 1915, Edwin (Ted) Swinnerton opened a small bicycle shop in Victoria

Road, Fenton, one of the six towns comprising the modern city of Stoke

on Trent. He lived behind the shop — money was tight in those days,
particularly between the wars, and his business was mainly dealing in second-
hand machines and running a thriving repair service. From these beginnings,
he developed a successful bicycle hire service keeping a fleet of all sizes of
machines on the road and at weekends - in the summer all of them would be in
use.

Ted kept his ‘day job’, which was head slipmaker, responsible for the
various clay mixings used to produce the ware, at an old-established pottery
which was later taken over by the Doulton Group, while his wife Bertha ran
the shop during his working days.

During and after the Second World War, the shop just ticked over and in 1954,
Ted and Bertha decided to retire and hand the business over to their youngest
son Roy and his wife Doris. They were both keen cyclists and lost no time in
improving the business, acquiring and expanding into properties on either side
of the original shop. Competition was keen in those days and it took a lot of
very hard work to survive, shop hours often extending until 9.00 or 10.00pm!
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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Swinnerton Society held
in Swynnerton on Saturday 4% June 2005

The Chairman, Barrie Swinnerton welcomed 63 members to the meeting
and thanked them for their attendance. He briefly outlined the
programme for Saturday and Sunday. He also said that President Iain
was travelling down to the AGM from Harrogate and might be late
arriving.

1.05 APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Annabel Wade, Diana Cunningham and
family, Valerie and Hans Dall, Jack Swinnerton and Iain and Angela

Swinnerton.
“Woman of the Bible” 2.05 MINUTES ofthe last AGM were taken as read and signed.
Press Release
When you set a team of expert ﬂow_a' arrangers to work in a historic aqd chmming.patish 3.05 MATTERS ARISING None
i R o T . 405 CHAIRMAN'S REPORT Barrie Swinnerton reported that there had
Kew Gardens and someone associatod with both A Rocha and the Eden projects, you have been a number of deaths in the Society during the year including May Brock,
o i s o Norman Swinnerton and Mary Vivash. Diane Cunningham has been appointed
‘This nationally - advertised Festival is taking place at Swynnerton Parish Church near the Vice-President (U.S.A.) in succession to the late Norman Swinnerton in
ety el i e R e ATy it recognition of her long and invaluable service to the society.
su.,,‘, to meditate on .hgd, Stories. One wonders in what way Mary, the mo,,,:' ob G Toed! Two Council meetings had been held during the year in Hales and
will be represented in the chljr;hcbv;‘hglub;;::xm- Morlc challenging may be the way Swynnerton. The former coincided with the re-enactment of the Battle of
W W Blore Heath and during the latter Malcolm Smith gave a presentation on
Here are some dates and times: the Society website.
« The Festival will be heid i St. Mary’s Parish Church § i o St} il Thg Chalrman.congratulated Pres1fient Tain fqr the Sc_)cxety's Journ'al_
Friday 8* September to Tuesday 12 September (open 10.00 am to early evening; which had achieved second place in a recent international competition
e Tt B 1 s R run by the Guild of One Name Studies and thanked him for his hard
* The jazz concert takes place on the evening of Saturday 9* Scptember. work in producing the journals each year. A request was made to the
* Sir Ghillean Prance will be hosting a Question & Answer session during the weekend. floor for support for future journals.
The Chairman was also happy to report that the Revd Barry Brewer,
We warmly welcome visim.ﬁmg th.edliiousc and if you would like more information, Rector of Swynnerton, had started work again after his illness, albeit on a
Fn Sl Mo reduced scale. The good news of the English Heritage grant to St
Thomas' Church in Butterton was conveyed to the meeting and the
= = . Chairman hoped we could visit a fully refurbished church on the
The Annual General Meeting of The Swinnerton Society occasion of ol:n. next family gatheﬁng)_(
will be held in the Church Hall 05 TRENSURERS ACCOLITS
S::ynnerton This was given by Alan Jones for the year 2004. It was reported that
On Saturday 3™ June 2006 at 11.00am. | whilst there had been a reduction in subscriptions particularly in the UK

the net assets of the Society at the end of 2004 were £1369.02. The
account, (see page 263) were adopted.
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Family Notes

Change of address:
Jeremy D. Swinnerton to

Congratulations to:

Keith Livesey, our auditor, and Elizabeth, our sometime secretary, on the birth «
grandson Jonty Scott William Greenlees, son of our member Emma Greenlee:
These are very belated congratulations because Jonty was born on the 12 Septer
2004 but news of his arrival seems to have slipped past us.

Franklin and Veronica Swinnerton on the birth of a granddaughter Charlie Ma
daughter of their son Richard Franklin Swinnerton and his partner Marie Newbe
the 11™ October 2005. :

The membership figures on page 262 include some more new members.

We welcome:

Paul Swinnerton,

Paul has not yet sent in his details so I do not yet know where he fits into the fai

Mark P.Swinnerton,
Paul A.Swinnerton,

Bernard J.Swinnerton,
I am sure you will recognise these three as cycling sons of Roy Swinnerton of
Swinnerton Cycles.

Amendment:
Patricia Swinnerton-Cooper tells me that her date of birth is 11 March 1955 a
as printed on the tree in Volume 12 No.10.

Valete:

Very sadly, I have to tell you that Brian Anson Swinnerton of Ryde, Isle of W
who rejoined us only last year, having been an early member of the society, die:
suddenly earlier this year. Our sincere sympathy goes to Pat. We are very glad
his son Joseph Anson as a member to keep up a long association with the societ
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PUBLICATIONS OF THE SWINNERTON SOCIETY

Swinnerton Family History (The Journal of the Society)

Vol.11974-5. Vol.2 1955-1977. Vol.3 1977-79.
Each volume contains 10 issues, is fully indexed and bound in A4 Binder.
Price per volume - UK £2.50 USA $5 Canada $8 Australia $6

Volume 4.1979-82. Volume 5.1982-84. Volume 6.1984-87. Volume 7.1987-89
Volume 8.1990-9 Volume 9. 1992-94 Volume 10 1995-98

Each volume contains 10 issues, is fully indexed and bound in A5 Binder.
Price per volume - UK £5.00 USA $10 Canada $14 Australia $12

AS Binders for your loose issues. Each Binder holds 10 issues and an index.
The binders are gold blocked on front with badge and on spine with title.
UK £3.50 USA $7 Canada$10 Australia $8

Swynnerton & the Swinnertons by the Rev.Brian Swynnerton
The Swynnerton Steeplechase by the Revd. Brian Swynnerton
Two Early Staffordshire Charters by the Rev.Charles Swynnerton
Two Ancient Petitions from the PRO by the Rev.Charles Swynnerton
An Introduction to ‘A History of the Family of Swynnerton’
by the Rev.Charles Swynnerton
Each of the above:
UK £1.00 USA $3 Canada$4 Australia $3

A History of the Family of Swynnerton.
Facsimile reprint of the original history of the family published in 1880
complete with family trees and index. 208 pages.
UK £12 USA $20
Canada $30  Australia $27

Daughter of the Raj by Margery Thomas
(out of print — awaiting reprint)
Our late President’s personal story. Born in Simla in 1894, she tells of her
childhood in India in the days of the Raj: of nursing on the Eastern Front in the
Great War as a VAD: of England after the war completing her traioning at Barts
Hospital and then to Africa with her husband in the Colonial Service. A truly
fascinating story of life in a bygone age.
UK £5.00 USA $12 Canada $15 Australia $15

All prices include postage and packing.
Overseas members please send dollar notes as the commisions deducted
by the banks for exchanging dollar cheques are prohibitive.

All the above are available from Mrs Elizabeth Yeandle !








