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Foreword — The Chairman

Firstly, I must let you know that the date of next year's Annual General
Meeting has been changed to Saturday 7th June at 11 am, and will be held
in the Church Hall in Swynnerton. If you attended our last AGM at
Swynnerton, you were told the date would be Saturday 31st May, but at
our last Council meeting, it was thought that this was not a very
convenient date, and it was agreed to change it to the 7th June. So

please make sure you have the correct date, and place, in your diary.

At the same Council meeting it was agreed that the Society should pay
for the cost of making and installing the aumbry in St. Mary's Church
now, rather than waiting for all the contributions to come in. The
aumbry has already been installed, and a service of dedication held.
Your council inspected it, and were very pleased by the craftmanship.

A cheque for £851.88 was sent to the church Treasurer who has thanked
the Society for their generosity.

Science and family history do not seem, at first, to have much in
common. The popular view of family history was, for years, that of
people searching through dusty parish records in search of their
ancestors. Today, genealogy is one of the most common reasons for
computers being used, either researching through web-sites, or recording
family trees, as does the Swinnerton Society. But now, another
scientific breakthrough is helping family history - DNA technology. The
Y chromosone, held only by men, has a 10 digit code which is passed
down, unchanged, from father to son, rather like the surname.

Now, if there are two men who believe they have a common ancestor, a DNA

test can prove or disprove it. But this can only be done if the code of
both men is known. Today, an Oxford firm will do this test, taking a
swab from the cheek of the man, then processing it, and finally coming
up with the 10 figure digit Soon it will be possible to use a web-site
that is now being set up to enter your surname and 10 digit code, and
search for matches. I believe we may soon know if Swinnertons are
descended from Viking invaders by comparing our DNA with that of
Norwegians living today. (For more information, see the Oct-Dec issue
of the Journal of One-Name Studies)

This issue of the Journal has been compiled as a tribute to the late Bill

Swinarton of Canada in appreciation of the tremendous contribution he made

to the Society.
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SWINNERTONS OF NORTH AMERICA

Canadian-American Supplement to the Journal of the Swinnerton Society,
Volume 4, Number 9, December 1981.

(Beginning with this issue North American members of the Society will
receive the Supplement in addition to the Journal. Your contribution of
materials for inclusion in future issues are most welcome. Corrections,
suggestions and comments in general are invited.)

This first edition will be sent to many non-members with the sincere hope that
it will encourage them to join with us and add to our knowledge of Swinnerton
families past and present. We do have an enormous amount of information on
many of the family branches arriving in North America over a 350 year
period. Iain Swinnerton of England, our chief family historian, has 900 years
of records. But, as you will see, we do not have all of the answers. We do
need your help. At the same time some may be quite surprised to see the
amount of history known about your early family. Perhaps a few explanations
are in order.

The Journal of the Swinnerton Society is a quarterly publication sent to
members. Generally 20 pages of family history both past and present, with
emphasis on the past. It is compiled by Lt. Col. Iain Swinnerton,

. Iain
began Vol. 1, No. 1 in May of 1974 and to date nearly 300 pages have been
printed. Back copies are available from Iain.

A Brief History of the Society. Research into the family history was started in
the 1870’s by the Reverend Charles Swinnerton MA. FSA. Over the course of
the years he wrote a number of articles and papers about the family and
gathered together many Swinnertons from all over the world. His principal
work was “A History of the Family of Swinnerton” (jointly with the Rev. &
Hon. Canon Bridgman) and published as part II of Vol. VII of the “Collections
for a History of Staffordshire” by the William Salt Archaeological Society.
Interest in the family history became dormant after his death in 1928 until
revived by the present Secretary in 1952. The Society was revived in 1969
and to-day has a world-wide membership.

Variations of the name. Although historical records in Canada and the U.S.A.
indicate many spellings we do know that present day variations are
Swynnerton, Swinnerton, Swinerton, Swenerton, Swenarton, Swinarton and
Swinington. Don’t be confused by seeing two or more spellings in some
branches. They do connect and future issues of the Supplement will try to
give you an idea when they took place although, in some cases, the reasons do
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For the benefit of non-members, an explanation. The references to Liverpool,
Gloucestershire, Adbaston, Cheshire, Yorkshire and Betley are locales in
England where the branches originate as determined by Iain Swinnerton.

Quite a representation of branches and you can see that it is not necessary to
have a Swinnerton name to be interested in the family history. Two members
in particular are interested in their husband’s connections. All are welcome
and indeed are most important as members of the Swinnerton Family History
Society.

A Family gathering in Illinois for 19827 It is expected that the December
issue of the Journal will contain some mention of the great success of the 1981
Family Gathering at the ancestral village of Swynnerton, Staffordshire. Five
families from the U.S.A. and Canada were at the large turnout and no doubt all
will agree that it was a great event thanks to Iain and those who aided him.
The next is scheduled for Sept. 24, 1983. Try to make it. In the meantime,
how about 19827 Our member Fred Swinnerton,

_has suggested a Gathering for North America, if enough
interest can be aroused. Depending on numbers attending it will be held at
Dixon, about 100 miles west of Chicago, or at Chicago itself. Probably a two
day weekend event to be held in July or August. Fred is open to date
suggestions, but try to be flexible. A chance to renew old memories with
cousins and a great opportunity to meet other Swinnerton descendants from
across the continent. Please take time to consider this, perhaps historical,
American Gathering and send your comments to Fred soon. There will be a
need for some advance planning. More about it in the next issue of the
Supplement, due in March. Hope to see many of you there.

Swinnertons of Illinois. Being central to North America Illinois is a practical
location to have the first of what we hope will be many such Gatherings. The
State does have significance in the history of the Swinnertons.

Some few years ago Mr. William Arthur Swinnerton, brother to our member
Jane Ophuls, suggested a cousin as the best source of information about their
early family. In reply to an inquiry Mrs. Adrienne Clark of San Francisco
wrote on June 5,1977, “The only knowledge that I have of that side of the
family is thru the family Bible. The only record that I have is that my
grandmother, Emma Bingham Swinerton was born in Peoria, 1llinois on
October 16, 1849, married my grandfather Henry Andrew Hedger and died in
San Francisco on November 13, 1907.”
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In November, 1977 a reply from Jo Ann Ingram, Deputy County Clerk for the
County of Peoria. “I have searched for the Birth record of Emma Bingham
Swinerton but was unable to locate such a document. We do have a few
recorded prior to 1877, but Emma’s was not among them. However, in the
marriage indexes I have found three males listed in the indexes ranging from
1825 thru 1875.” (Note: These have yet to be obtained)

Some time passed and in 1979 a copy of the 1850 Census for Peoria County,
Illinois was located. It contained the needed information about Emma.

Name Age/Sex Occupation Birthplace

Wm. R. Swinnerton 40m boatm Oh
Laura A. 36f Ct
Amanda 17f Il
Ruth A. 11f Il
Albert Adams 9m Il
Melissa Swinnerton  7f Il
Ellen 4f i
Emma 712f Il

Our member Diana Cunningham has supplied several valuable pieces from the
collection of her great-grandfather, the Rev. Henry Ulyate Swinnerton. One
was a copy of a calling card of “Wm. R. Swinnerton, Peoria, Ills.” Penned on
the card is “Mrs. Alonzo V. Richards, formerly Miss Swinnerton, Galena, I11.,
sister to Wm. R. Swinnerton”. Also the name of Dr. Aug. Campbell of Galena
has been noted on the card but as of this moment that name means nothing to
the Swinnerton history. Diana wrote, “The calling card of Mr. Wm. R.
Swinnerton is I think Mr. William Rufus Swinnerton of Sacramento City, Cal.
and also of Peoria, Ill. This man visited George Swinnerton in Urbana, Ohio
on March 13, 1868. (George was Henry U. Swinnerton’s uncle) This William
R. Swinnerton was then a man of about 50 and he visited the family bringing
documents concerning the Swinnerton Estate. He claimed descent from Job
and Timothy and convinced the Ohio branch of the family that he had “a
claim” on the Swinnerton Park Estate. Letters flew fast between Urbana, Ohio
and Cherry Valley (New York) where the Rev. Henry remained skeptical.
Also at about the same time (the 1860°s) someone advertised in various
newspapers around the U.S. for members of the Swinnerton family. Have you
come across anything about this William Rufus Swinnerton or his
descendants?” Of course the answer to Diana’s question was yes.

Another equally interesting piece supplied by Diana was a letter to the Rev.
H.U. Swinnerton, Cherry Valley, N.Y. Written on the letterhead of the Huber
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American poet? “The Shell Guide to England” indicates that Longfellow used
the village of Swynnerton for this famous poem. Some of us attending the
recent Gathering did see a chestnut tree standing in front of what Arthur
Swenerton determined to be the former village blacksmith shop. Thanks to
my mother, Eva M. (Robin) Swinarton, for discovering the reference.

Richard de Swynnerton has been a great source of information, more of which
will be seen in future editions. He discovered the reference to Dr. John
Swinnerton in the House of Seven Gables by Nathaniel Hawthorne. Richard
has now sent a copy of The Dolliver Romance by Hawthomne and no less than
15 references are found to Dr. John Swinnerton (1633-1691) of the Early
American Branch.

This supplement is compiled by Wm. Robin (Bill) Swinarton,

Copies of this
and future editions are available to all interested descendants. Your requests
are welcome as is your help in supplying information and family details.

JOHN ALBERT SWINARTON & FAMILY

At the age of nineteen John Swinarton, later to be known as Jack, left
Bolton, the place of his birth, to seek work and adventure in the developing
frontier of Western Canada. He rode the rails to the end of steel and for two
years he worked on the construction crew of the C. P. R. A bout of rheumatic
fever forced him into hospital at Fort Macleod and on recovery he went to
work at the old Macleod House. Here his interest in the hotel business was
aroused. When the Cranbrook Hotel in British Columbia was opened, Jack
left Fort Macleod and worked there until 1905. In 1902 he married Margaret
Kennedy, a school-day sweetheart. From Cranbrook Margaret and Jack and
their first daughter, Wilma, lived and worked in Moyie, B. C.

In 1906 and in partnership with two friends, Jack Swinarton built the
Empire Hotel in Fort Macleod and it was there that the Swinarton family
contimued to live. Both Jack and Margaret contributed to the community life
of their chosen home town. Jack was a member of the town council for
several years and was Mayor for two years. His interest in hockey led him to
chair the committee to build the present arena. He was Chairman of the
Hospital Board for twenty-one years. He remained active in the hotel business
until his death in 1943. Margaret Swinarton did her share of community work
in church groups, hospital aid, Red Cross and Broomball — a game played first

Swinnerton Family History — December 2002 30

on ice, then badminton and now a flourishing bridge club — still going strong
after fifty years. Since Jack was a Mason, Margaret became a charter member
of the Eastern Star and filled many of the offices including Matron and Grand
Martha in the Provincial Chapter. Jack was also a Shriner.

The Swinarton Hotels Company continued in the hands of Albert, the older
son, after the death of Jack. He was later joined by Cordell and together they
operated the business until it was sold in 1976. For sixty-nine years the hotels
in Fort Macleod were operated by the Swinartons, father and sons. This is
believed to be a record in Canada for hotels to be operated by the one family.

Both Albert and Cordell have been active in other affairs in Fort Macleod
and in the province. Albert was a Director of the Alberta Hotelmen’s
Associated, as was his father, and served as President of this organisation as
well as President of the Canadian Hotelmen’s Association. During his term as
president, the Alberta Hotelmen’s Scholarship Fund was set up which has
provided funds for hundreds of Alberta students to pursue their careers at
University. His interest in community affairs found him as a member or
chairman of many different local endeavours, and his business interests
resulted in directorships of several different companies.

Cordell served five years overseas in the second World War. On return he
tried his hand at different businesses but finally returned to the family hotel
business on Fort Macleod. Both Swinarton boys, like their father, earned an
enviable reputation in the fine hotels they operated and the service which was
given to their customers. Cordell branched out into the real estate business in
Fort Macleod, built and operated apartment buildings and in many areas
contributed to the growth and prosperity of Fort Macleod.

Wilma, first daughter of Jack and Margaret, was born in Cranbrook, B. C.
Margaret, second daughter, was born in Fort Macleod. Both girls received all
their public school education in Fort Macleod and went to the University of
Alberta. Margaret worked in Calgary before her marriage to Gordon Cooper.
While she raised a family of two, she also continued to work at many different
jobs along with her husband wherever they happened to be living. Wilma
married too, raised a family of two, but concentrated her activities in volunteer
organisations, sometimes in the field of family service, but mostly in the field
of education. For this volunteer work, Wilma was awarded a Doctorate degree
from the University of Calgary in 1969. Her mother, Margaret Swinarton,
then 91 was present at the convocation ceremonies and was recognised by the
Chancellor. Wilma was elected to the Calgary School Board and continued
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FAMILY NOTES

Welcome to a new member, Mrs Christine Dunmore of

Christine is the daughter of Mrs
Rosalie Price (née Swinnerton) of the Adbaston Branch who we welcome
back into membership after some years.

We also welcome back Neill Swinnerton of Llingithlow, a member of the
Wrexham Branch and his wife Dr Briony Williams.

Sadly we have to record the death, on the 15" of April this year, of Neil’s
aunt, Mrs Florence Wood, a very long-standing member of the society and our
sympathy goes to the family.

Former Council member Ron Swinnerton has retired and he and Margaret

have moved to live at far
away from the harsh climate of North Staffordshire! For his many friends, his
telephone number is - and he is on e-mail at

An appeal for help!

My appeal for help with typing and computerisation in the last journal brought
a wonderful response and I am very grateful to Maretta Jerrett, Margaret
Swinnerton, Peter Swinnerton, Roy Talbot and the Chairman for volunteering
their services. I wasted no time in putting them to work and they nearly all
have done some already and said they enjoyed doing it. More volunteers
would be welcome — there is a vast amount to do.

However, this appeal is different and comes from the Council. Will you all
keep an eye on your local newspapers and magazines and let us have any
cuttings referring to Swinnertons. We have a very large collection of cuttings
collected over the last 40 years or so (which the chairman is currently
indexing) but there have been very few forthcoming in the last few years
except from our regular contributor David Swinnerton in the north. This does,
of course, also include keeping us up to date with the hatches, matches,
despatches, activities and achievements in your own families. The Journal is a
historical document for the future and should include accounts of our present
day families as well as of those who have gone before.

Swinnerton Family History — December 2002 40

PUBLICATIONS OF THE SWINNERTON SOCIETY

Swinnerton Family History (The Quarterly Journal of the Society)
Vol.1 1974-5. Vol.2 1955-1977. Vol.3 1977-79.

Each volume contains 10 issues, is fully indexed and bound in A4 Binder.
Price per volume - UK £2.50 USA $5 Canada $8 Australia $6

Volume 4.1979-82. Volume 5.1982-84. Volume 6.1984-87. Volume 7.1987-89
Volume 8.1990-92 Volume 9. 1992-94 Volume 10 1995-98 Volume 11 1998-2002
Each volume contains 10 issues, is fully indexed and bound in A5 Binder.

Price per volume - UK £5.00 USA $10 Canada $14 Australia $12

A5 Binders for your loose issues. Each Binder holds 10 issues and an index.
The binders are gold blocked on front with badge and on spine with title.
UK £3.50 USA $7 Canada $10  Australia $8

Swynnerton & the Swinnertons by the RevdBrian Swinnerton
The Swynnerton Steeplechase by the Revd.Brian Swynnerton
(walks and drives round Swinnerton country in Staffs)
Two Early Staffordshire Charters by the RevdCharles Swynnerton
Two Ancient Petitions from the PRO by the RevdCharles Swynnerton
Introduction to ‘A History of the Family of Swynnerton’

by the RevdCharles Swynnerton
Each of the above:
UK £1.30 USA $4 Canada $5 Australia $4

A History of the Family of Swynnerton.

Facsimile reprint of the original history of the family published in 1880
complete with family trees and index. 208 pages.

UK £12 USA $20 Canada $30 Australia $27

Daughter of the Raj by Margery Thomas
Our late President’s personal story. Born in Simla in 1894, she tells of her childhood

in India in the days of the Raj: of nursing on the Eastern Front in the Great War as a
VAD: England after the war completing her traioning at Barts Hospital and then to
Africa with her husband in the Colonial Service. A truly fascinating story of life in a
bygone age.
UK £5.00 USA $12 Canada $15 Australia $15

All prices include postage and packing.

Overseas members please send dollar notes as the commisions deducted
by the banks for exchanging dollar cheques are prohibitive.

Available from Keith Livesey,






