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We have seen Joseph’s statue of Queen Victoria at Southend-on-Sea, which
has been beautifully restored and also his sculpture in the Jesuit church in
London’s Mayfair. At first we thought ours may have been a young Queen
Vic, but now realise her headdress looks very Italian and Joseph did study in
Rome. Around her neck is carved a pendant with what appears to be a Maltese
Cross on it. I wonder who she can be? If anyone is able to give me any
information please get in touch on

* % % % %

THE PERCY-SMITH or INDIA INDEX

(from a report on the Society of Genealogists printed in Family Tree
Magazine).

H.Kendal Percy-Smith was a career soldier who was posted to India in 1919.
From that day on he became fascinated by the history of the Honourable East
India Company. About 1933, he began to compile a card index of births,
marriages and deaths of the British in India. In 1949 he was preparing an
index to marriages registered in the India Office Records 1698-1900 covering
Bengal, Madras, Bombay, Bu a, St.Helena, Singapore, Penang, Bencoolen
and Macao. It is presumed that these were added to his original index and it is
likely that another index to Europeans in Dacca, Bengal compiled by
H.E.Stapleton was also added to it.

The index contains data on military officers, military medical staff, civil
servants and births, marriages and deaths all culled from a variety of sources.
The index has now been microfilmed and is in the Society’s library in London.
I asked my old friend, Mrs Marguerite Drewitt to check it for me on her next
visit and she found just one Swinnerton entry — a record of a marriage on 1*
December 1892 between Frederick Swynnerton, son of (the Revd.) Charles
Swynnerton, a bachelor of full age, artist, of Simla and Louise Oldfield
Angelo, spinster of Simla, daughter of Richar Lister Angelo. The witnesses
were J.Devine and Amy Webb.

Frederick and Louise, of course, were the parents of our late President
Margery Thomas and the grandparents of our Chairman, Roger Swynnerton
and members Colonel Jeremy Swynnerton and Timothy Swynnerton.

Manchester Cathedral Registers

Sunday June 17", 1821. Elizabeth, daughter of John and Ellen Swinnerton was
baptised
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THE LANCASTRIAN AFFINITY 1361-1399 Simon Walker
Oxford Historical Monographs {Clarendon Press 1990}

The results of the duke's {John of Gaunt} increased expenditure soon
begin to show, for instance in the parliamentary representation of the
county: the 5 Lancastrian returns to the Commons all occur after
February 1388 while there are only 3 'Stafford' returns in the same
period. A less welcome result, however, was the sudden efflorescence
of disorder in the north Midlands, in which a small group of new
Lancastrian retainers played a major part. The crimes they committed
cannot be blamed directly on their new allegiance but they do illustrate
the unforeseen and often serious domestic difficulties that were created
by John of Gaunt's pursuit of a policy of recruitment to his retinue
which laid the greatest emphasis on service abroad and at court, with
little consideration for the repercussions of his generosity on county
society. The two worst offenders, Sir John Bagot and Sir John Ipstones,
already had careers of violence behind them, but their newly acquired
Lancastrian allegiance did much to stengthen their position in the area
and little to restrain their actions - indeed Ipstones relied on the

help of some of his new colleagues like Sir John Cokayn, Sir Thomas
Beek, and Sir Philip Okeover, in the prosecution of his feuds. The
duke could hardly prevent this but he was, in a sense, as much a
victim of his own retainers' attacks as their more immediate
opponents. Sir John Bagot added to the growing coolness between Gaunt
and the Staffords by becoming embroiled in a feud with one of their
retainers, Sir Robert Mauveisin, and Sir John Ipstones was already
involved in a long-running dispute with another family of Stafford
clients, the Peshales, when he was first retained by the duke. On his
return from Spain Ipstones took matters into his own hands by forcibly
abducting the heiress to the disputed manors of Hopton and Tene,
marrying her to his son, and beginning legal proceedings for the
seizure of the Peshale estates. Despite suing out a commission of oyer
and terminer, the Peshales were unable to gain any redress in the
courts and, faced with a fait accompli, characteristically turned to a
violent revenge. Roger Swynnerton, uncle of the abducted heiress,
murdered Ipstones in a London street in 1394. Like the Workesley
dispute in Lancashire, the affair clearly demonstrates how quickly an
unresolved local quarrel could escalate into national prominence and
how awkward this could prove for John of Gaunt. Although he was
hardly responsible for his retainer's crimes, he could not be

unaffected by his murder, nor by his own failure to gain any redress
for the crime. Ipstones had been an MP in the Merciless Parliament
and an enthusiastic supporter of the Appellant regeme: his killer,
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Roger Swynnerton, appears to have had friends at court, for he was
eventually pardoned at the request of Sir Baldwin Raddington, then

The Swinnerton Society
controller of the houschold. Political prudence alone dictated that

A non-profit making organisation devoted to the welfare of Swynnerton Church and the research and publication of Swinnerton

the retainer should go unavenged, but the affair had indicated the
limits to the protection that the duke of Lancaster could offer.

¥ ok k k k Officers — 2003-2004
Patron: The Rt.Hon Lord Thomas of Swynnerton
FAMILY NOTES 5 ! L1.S.Swi P S
As you will have seen from the minutes of the Annual General Meeting, we President: Col.1.S.Swinnerton TD.DL.JP.FSG. ‘
have sadly lost another much valued member through the death on the 22™ Vice- H.N.Swinnerton ASc. (USA)
March of Doris, the wife of our Chaplain the Revd. Edward Swinnerton. Presidents W.J.Swinnerton (Australia)
Born Doris Edith Mealor she had been married to Edward for 54 years. The Revd.B.T.Swynnerton LCP.(UK)
An enmusi§SQC supporter of tl}e Society almost from its inception, I well Chisirnian Mr.R A Swynnerton.
remember her sitting on the settee in my old home at Beech Tree House, :
Norton nearly 30 years ago surrounded by these three beautiful girls who had ]
obviously inherited their looks and manners from her. Secretary: Mrs Elizabeth Swvnnerton.
She was always, to use her eldest daughter’s excellent description, a
vibrant and elegant woman and her presence always enhanced our Gatherings.
We shall miss her very much and send our very sincere sympathy to Treasurer: Mr T Alan Jones
Edward, Michael, Ena, Paula and Elizabeth. -
Since then we have also lost Norman Meek, the father of our Council Chaplain: The Reverend Edward Swinnerton
Member Elizabeth Livesey who died on the 5™ August aged 93. Some of you ; ) )
will remember that we incorporated his 90 Birthday celebrations into our Council: Mrs Elizabeth Livesev
Council meeting at Llandudno. He had been a member of the Society for a
number of years and we shall miss seeing him at our meetings. Elizabeth and Mrs Marv Vivash
Keith have our sympathy.
Changes of Address. —
Colonel Jeremy Swynnerton to
Mr Barrie R.G.Swinnerton
Keith and Elizabeth Livesey to s Mabssamg Sulrmiarent
Finally, may I remind you that Christmas is just round the corner and we still Mrs Shelagh Swinnerton
have stocks of our Silver Jubilee Cards which show a picture of the Banner B}
made to commemorate that great occasion. . Kirditor: Mr Keith Livesey
They are plain inside which makes them equally suitable for correspondence
cards, greetings cards and Christmas cards.
Overseas Canada: Mirs Edythe Seeley
Contacts USA: Mrs Diana Cunningham

They come complete with envelopes and are available from Keith Livesey
whose new address is shown above.
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