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Membership Matters

1is year marks the 30™ Anniversary of the founding of the Society in
1974. In 1973, 1 had edited a series of papers by the Revd. Brian
Swinnerton and had them printed as Swynnerton and the Swinnertons.
On the 1* February of that year I sent copies of these to a number of
Swinnertons with whom I had been in correspondence over the years
and to others whose addresses I had garnered from the telephone directories.

The response was most
encouraging and as a result, with
the support of the Revd Brian
Swinnerton, John Swinnerton of
Rickmansworth and Ken
Armitstead of Dartmouth, I
founded the Swinnerton Society in
1974. The Revd Charles
Swynnerton had run a
correspondence association of
Swinnertons back in 1880 but they
were not a formally constituted
society or ever met as a body. We
owe a tremendous debt of gratitude
to him for the work he did on the
family story.

Brian, hn and Ken are regarded
as the Founder Members. The latter
two both served as Chairman of the
Society but are now, sadly, no
longer with us.

The first issue of Swinnerton
Family History (a single sheet of
A4 paper printed on both sides!)
was sentoul  May 1974 and we
held our first Family Gathering in
June of that year of which you will
hear more next year.

Sadly, the end of the year figures
for 2003 show that our membership
is steadily declining. Due to the
unavoidable change-over of
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treasurers half way through each of
the last two years, the list had got
rather out of date. However, a
thorough review has now been
carried out and it reveals that at the
1" of January this year, we had

" only 140 members - the lowest

ever — and, of these, as I write, only
103 have renewed their
subscriptions for 2004,

This is a worrying situation.

Without the financial support of
the family we shall not be able to
continue to carry out our twin aims
as laid down in our constitution —
to research and publish historical
records of the family and to support
Swynnerton Church.

So — I do appeal to those of you
who have not renewed your
subscription to do so now. There is
arenewal form enclosed with your
journal. There is also a Gift Aid
Form in everyone’s journal —
please consider signing one of
these, we can reclaim the tax you
have aleady paid on that money to
the Inland Revenue. IT COSTS
YOU NOTHING and is of great
financial benefit to the society.
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Family Matters

Changes of Address
Mrs Elizabeth Yeandle to

Julie Bauer-Belfrage to
Mrs Mary Papps to

Mr B.E.Swinnerton to

Resignations
Mr Eric Swinnerton of Eric joined the

Society in 1981 but says he is now 80 and doesn’t get around much any
more. The spirit is willing but the flesh is weak he says.

Mrs Irene Swii rton of . Irene became
a member in her own right on the death of her husband, our long-time
chairman Joe Swinnerton, in 1999.

Deaths

We are very sorry to hear of the deaths of the following members:

Arthur Swinnerton of Scot Hay, Newcastle who died in December 2002.
Arthur was a member of the Betley Branch. He joined the society in 1977
and was always a regular attender at our Gatherings and AGMs.

Miss Jesse Swenerton of Magharafelt, Co. Londonderry. Jesse was the only
member left in Ireland of the original Irish branch who went over there in the
1600s and we now have no representative of that branch.

Miss Joan Swinnerton of Llandudno, sister of our member Anne Hamer, who
died in January 2003. Joan, the last member of her family to bear our name,
was the second of the four daughters of John Bernard Swinnerton of the
Adbaston Branch.

Mrs Elizabeth May of Newmarket. Elizabeth was a member of the Adbaston
Branch being the eldest daughter of Professor Henry Hurd Swinnerton and
the older sister of Margaret Taylor about whose activities there is an article
on page 100.
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Lastly, Mr Douglas Swinnerton Hawley of Newcastle. Douglas joined us in
1983 and was our authority for the history of the Swinnerton Pottery firm. He
was the source for the bulk of the material which formed the basis of the
history of the firm that [ wrote back in 1989. He was a grandson of Joseph
Hawley who married Elizabeth Swinnerton of the Yew Tree Branch.

he List of Members issued with the last journal had a page
missing! After a great deal of careful work to get it bang up to
date, I managed to omit a page from the copy I sent to the
printers and they missed it also! My apologies again to all the
members who appeared on that page (they were all sent a copy)

W shall thiss themrallk but for the benefit of the rest of the members, here is the missing page.

uch better news is that we have some new members some of whom .
Mhave not been previously introduced.
Mrs Elizabth Yeandle who wrote the article “Joseph’s Girl Comes Home”
for our August issue last year, is a descendant of Catherine Margaret, the
only daughter of Charles Swinnerton, the stonemason who emigrated to the
Isle of Man. Catherine was sister to the Revd Charles Swynnerton, the first
historian of the family and Joseph Swynnerton, the sculptor, about whom the

Revd. Brian has written in this issue. Catherine married Robert Platt Blakely
in Douglas, IOM, on the 15 January 166.

Mr Harold Cook and his daughter Penelope, who were mentioned as having
joined in the August 2002 issue, have now been established as descendants
of Francis Swinnerton of the Adbaston Branch who married Jane Timmis at
High Offley on the 13 August 1832. 1ey had a daughter Emma, who we
were not previously aware of who married Lewis Timmis. Confusingly,
Francis’s sister Ann married a Samuel Timmis so we have some sorting out
to do here.

Mrs Janet Ann Aldhous ‘
is a descendant of Henry Swinnerton (HS.98) of the Adbasto
Branch and Sarah Anne. Their daug| r Elsie was Janet’s grandmother.

Colin Swinnerton tells me that he has been treading the boards again. He
appeared in a local production of The Boy Friend in 1999 as a Lecherous
Lord! In 2003, he got the part of an ageing Spanish gigolo in The Odd
Couple. Some typecasting appears to have crept in. Last year he combined
his song and dance and acting by playing Avram, the bookseller, in Fiddler
on the Roof and this year he will be appearing in the chorus of The Sound of
Musicals. He also tells me that his younger son Paul James married
Kimberley Dawn Hales of the USA on the 31* January 2004 in New York

City.

Please keep the news of family events coming in and keep a careful eye on

your local newspapers for any news of the family in your area.
118
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The Annual General Meeting

Swinnerton Society
will be held on
Saturday 5" June 2004

Church Hall, Swynnerton, Staffordshire

at 11.00am.

Coffee/Tea etc will be served from 10.30am,

Annual General Meetings are
normally boring affairs but we
have to have one to approve the
business of the society, elect
officers and fix the programme.
This year we hope to make it a
much more interesting and social
affair so we do hope you will
come and join us.

It is a wonderful opportunity for
you to meet and get to know the
members of your society council
and a chance to tell them what
you think of the society and what
you would like to see it doing.

You can either bring your own
lunch or come and join us for a

social drink and lunch in the

_ Fitzherbert Arms.

After lunch, council members will
be working on the archives,
cataloguing and filing them and
there will be plenty of time for
you to talk to them and look at
the archives which contain some
very interesting items. Shields,
watches, medals as well as
programmes, certificates,
newspaper cuttings and, of
course, the Family Trees.

You will even be able to see
yourself on the tree on a
computer! Do come and join us.

* ok ok Kk

PUBLICATIONS OF THE SWINNERTON SOCIETY

Swinnerton Family History (The Quarterly Journal of the Society)

Vol.1 1974-5. Vol.2 1955-1977. Vol.3 1977-79.
Each volume contains 10 issues, is fully indexed and bound in A4 Binder.
Price per volume - UK £2.50 USA $5 Canada $8 Australia $6

Volume 4.1979-82. Volume 5.1982-84. Volume 6.1984-87. Volume 7.1987-89
Volume 8.1990-9 Volume 9. 1992-94 Volume 10 1995-98

Each volume contains 10 issues, is fully indexed and bound in AS Binder.
Price per volume - UK £5.00 USA $10 Canada $14 Australia $12

AS Binders for your loose issues. Each Binder holds 10 issues and an index.
The binders are gold blocked on front with badge and on spine with title.
UK £3.50 USA $7 Canada $10 Australia $8

Swynnerton & the Swinnertons by the Rev.Brian Swynnerton
The Swynnerton Steeplechase by the Revd. Brian Swynnerton
Two Early Staffordshire Charters by the Rev.Charles Swynnerton
Two Ancient Petitions from the PRO by the Rev.Charles Swynnerton
Introduction to ‘A History of the Family of Swynnerton’
by the Rev.Charles Swynnerton
Each of the above:
UK £1.00 USA $3 Canada $4 Australia $3

A History of the Family of Swynnerton.
Facsimile reprint of the original history of the family published in 1880
complete with family trees and index. 208 pages.
UK £12 USA $20
Canada $30  Australia $27

Daughter of the Raj by Margery Thomas
Our President’s personal story. Born in Simla in 1894, she tells of her childhood
in India in the days of the Raj: of nursing on the Eastern Front in the Great War
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I am indebted to my old friend A'  East of the East Family History Society
for this. He spotted it in the magazine of the Droitwich Canals Trust.

The contents of this magazine are intended to be informative, entertaining
and amusing: but this does not preclude the possibility that they will be
contentious, inflammatory, provocative, cynical, misspelt, sarcastic, ill-
advised or even deadly boring.

as a VAD: of England after the war completing her traioning at Barts Hospital
and then to Africa with her husband in the Colonial Service. A truly fascinating
story of life in a bygone age.
UK £5.00 USA $12 Canada $15 Australia $15

All prices include postage and packing.
Overseas members please send dollar notes as the commisions deducted
by the banks for exchanging dollar cheques are prohibitive.
I hope this does not apply to our journal — we are trying to improve its layout
and presentation. Do let us know what you think.
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All the above are available from Mr Keith Livesey,
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