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who had also all paid. In South Africa there was one member who had paid.
30 people had signed tax gift aid forms which brings in more money for the
society. The membership of the society has gone down and is now the
lowest for many years.

7.04 ARCHIVIST’S REPORT Ilain Swinnerton reported that he had
acquired special archive folders and had roughly sorted much of the
society’s archives into these folders which were on display at the meeting.
He thanked Peter Swinnerton for the large amount of typing he had done,
and Peter King who had scanned a large number of birth certificates on to
CD Roms.

8.04 VACANCY FOR SOCIETY CHAPLAIN. Roger Swynnerton had
written to the Rev Ernest Swinnerton. Emnest had written back to say he
did not feel he wanted to take on this position. Brian Swynnerton
suggested that the council should ask the Rev. Barry Brewer if he would take
on the chaplaincy. It would be possible for Keith Livesey, as a lay reader, to
take on the position.

9.04 ELECTION OF OFFICERS. The chairman, Roger Swynnerton
and secretary, Elizabeth Swynnerton are retiring as they have come to the
end of their permitted term of office. Council member Barrie Swinnerton
has agreed to take over as chairman and Margaret Swinnerton as secretary
and they were duly elected as such.. This left two vacancies on the council.
Anne Swynnerton has offered to stand She was proposed by Elizabeth
Livesey and seconded by Sheila Swinnerton and was duly elected. To fill the
remaining vacancy, Liz Yeandle was proposed by Valerie Dall and
seconded by Sheila Swinnerton and also elected.

The council for the coming year will be:

Chairman: Barrie Swinnerton. Secretary: Margaret Swinnerton. Treasurer:,
Alan Jones together with Elizabeth Livesey, Stuart imb, Sheila
Swinnerton, Mary Vivash,, Anne Swynnerton and Liz Yeandle.

The President thanked Roger and Elizabeth Swynnerton for their work as
chairman and secretary over many years.

10.04 KEITH LIVESEY reported that many of the past issues of the
journal are now out of print and he and we need to re-think our policy on
reprinting.

11.04 DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING. The next AGM will be in
Swynnerton , possibly on Saturday 4® June 2005, but as this will be a held
during a full family gathering , the council will liaise with St.Mary’s to find
out on which Saturday they are holding their summer fair,
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Letters to the Editor

A plea for help.
Sue Dobbin wrote to say that her

grandmother, daughter of Sarah
Swinnerton and John Ratcliff’s son
William Swinnerton Ratcliff and
his wife, was brought up by another
unrelated (as far as she knows)
family from Barnwell, Somerset
and it was not until the 1901 census
that she found her, aged 4 years, as
a visitor in this household in
Weston super Mare but born in
Nottingham. Her birth certificate is
definitely the correct one, but she
always said she was born in
Banwell and her maiden name was
Day. It seems that she was not told
until her marriage in 1922 that she
was not a ‘Day’ and the person she
thought was her mother was not.

In the parish marriage register she
had begun to sign her name with a
‘D’ and it had clearly been altered
to an ‘R’ for Ratcliff. She had no
further contact with the Day family,
none of whom went to the wedding
or are in the wedding photos, and
who have proved pretty elusive —
why would they start calling
themselves O’Day in the electoral
registers?

I have not been able to sort this
out yet but hope to do so. If anyone
can help, Sue can be contacted on

or
through me.
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Our member Muriel Swinnertonm
wrote to say thank you for the very
interesting article about the sculptor
and his works and says she sees the
one in Farm Street Church almost
daily as she is a member of that
church. She has been to Holywell
to visit the well at St.Winifred’s .

She also says that the Knights of
Malta have often had pilgrimages to
Holywell as also have the Guild of
Our Lady of Ransome.

%k %

David Swinnerton of Eston,
Middlesborough wrote sending me
some cuttings from his local news-
paper which he does regularly
(other members please note!) and,
in response to a comment of mine
about the number of children of
single mothers being registered
with our name, says it seems to be a
way of life now but it has an
advantage in that we always used to
lose the Swinnerton name when
girls married but now we keep it!

That’s an interesting viewpoint!
He also asks what is the law on
birth registration and says
presumably the mother can name
any one she likes as the father
judging by the cases going through
the courts at the moment. AsI
understand it, the father has to
consent to be named on the birth
certificate. He asks if the child
always has to have the mother’s
surname but says at least it prevents
some branches dying out!
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Family Notes

Steven Swinnerton, son of our member and sometime Treasurer Geoffrey
Swinnerton was married on the 30% April 2004 at St.Cecilia’s Church,
Green, Lane, Tubbrook, Liverpool to Jane Moran.

Neale Warren Swinnerton, son of our member Colin Swinnerton, another
former Treasurer, is to marry Lisa Taylor at Eltham Palace, Kent next

February.
Our best wishes to both couples.

Congratulations ton Robert Swynnerton , nephew of our recently retired
chairman Roger, and Bettina on the birth of their son Louis Swynnerton on
the 23" June, 2004.

Change of Address
The Revd Ernest Swinnerton to

We welcome a new member, Karle Swinnerton of

Karle is a great-great-great grandson of William Swinnerton of Betley
through his youngest grandson, Daniel who married Emily Jane Smallwood.
Both Karle’s father Robert Charles Swinnerton and his grandfather Kenneth
James are former members of the society so it is good to see Karle carrying
on the membership..

In our last journal, I briefly reported the death of our member Mrs Elizabeth
May, eldest daughter of Professor Henry Hurd Swinnerton. As a young
woman, Elizabeth went to South India with the Methodist Missionary
Society. In the Nizam’s dominions of Hyderabad, in a corner of a field she
trained young mothers to look after their toddlers who were normally tied to
the mothers’ backs when working. She travelled to nearby villages on
bicycle or walking, teaching about the importance of play in the
development of small children, creating toys from wood, pebbles, sand and
mud!

She was home on leave during the war years and returning in convoy,
she met the Revd Peter May who was going out to be Principal of the
Bishop’s Theological Training College in Calcutta. They married in India
and she became very involved with the college families. Back in England, in
Portsmouth, she had a SCF playgroup in the vicarage basement and garden.

She taught for the Pre-school Playground Association for many years
training volunteers.
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PUBLICATIONS OF THE SWINNERTON SOCIETY

Swinnerton Family History (The Quarterly Journal of the Society)

Vol.1 1974-5. Vol.2 1955-1977. Vol.3 1977-79.
Each volume contains 10 issues, is fully indexed and bound in A4 Binder.
Price per volume - UK £2.50 USA $5 Canada $8 Australia $6

Volume 4.1979-82. Volume 5.1982-84. Volume 6.1984-87. Volume 7.1987-89
Volume 8.1990-9 Volume 9. 1992-94 Volume 10 1995-98

Each volume contains 10 issues, is fully indexed and bound in A5 Binder.
Price per volume - UK £5.00 USA $10 Canada $14 Australia $12

AS Binders for your loose issues. Each Binder holds 10 issues and an index.
The binders are gold blocked on front with badge and on spine with title.
UK £3.50 USA $7 Canada$10 Australia $8

Swynnerton & the Swinnertons by the Rev.Brian Swynnerton
The Swynnerton Steeplechase by the Revd. Brian Swynnerton
Two Early Staffordshire Charters by the Rev.Charles Swynnerton
Two Ancient Petitions from the PRO by the Rev.Charles Swynnerton
An Introduction to ‘A History of the Family of Swynnerton’
by the Rev.Charles Swynnerton
Each of the above:
UK £1.00 USA $3 Canada$4 Australia $3

A History of the Family of Swynnerton.
Facsimile reprint of the original history of the family published in 1880
complete with family trees and index. 208 pages.
UK £12 USA $20
Canada $30  Australia $27

Daughter of the Raj by Margery Thomas
Our President’s personal story. Born in Simla in 1894, she tells of her childhood
in India in the days of the Raj: of nursing on the Eastern Front in the Great War
as a VAD: of England after the war completing her traioning at Barts Hospital
and then to Africa with her husband in the Colonial Service. A truly fascinating
story of life in a bygone age.
UK £5.00 USA $12 Canada $15 Australia $15

All prices include postage and packing.
Overseas members please send dollar notes as the commisions deducted
by the banks for exchanging dollar cheques are prohibitive.

All the above are available from Mr Keith Livesey,





