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Seymour), her niece, Maria Smythe (who married into the Jerningham
family), and her large circle of friends. She was universally respected. When she
died in 1837 (seven years after her royal husband), she was buried at Brighton, a
town whose prosperity she and George IV had created between them. Her memory is
held in honour at Swynnerton, and many of the magnificent jewels, which were given
her by the “First Gentleman of Europe” are still in the possession of the family.

I have lingered too long over Maria Fitzherbert, and have little space left to
write of Swynnerton village, or of the church with its fine Norman doorway. The
interesting thing about the village is that it used to lie in front of the windows of the
Hall. Thomas Fitzherbert, in the early nineteenth century, did not care to look out
upon the village; so he removed it bodily to its present site. (An Earl of Lichfield did
the same thing at Shugborough.) Recently, when ploughing the land in front of the
Hall, some farm labourers unearthed the site of the old village. An aerial photograph
would probably reveal its whole layout.

Much could be said about Swynnerton Church. Interesting as it is, it is not so
interesting as the massive stone figure of Christ which it contains. The theory that
this statue was brought here from Lichfield Cathedral has by now been disproved. It
belongs to Swynnerton, and is by far its oldest inhabitant. For the figure of the
Prince of Peace has outlived all the great war-lords, William the Conqueror,
Cromwell and Hitler, whose activities have so profoundly influenced this seemingly
peaceful spot.

* % % * %

This article was written in 1951 and, of course, we do know when the first
Swynnertons settled here. However, I thought it would be of interest as
many of you have seen the Hall when you have been to Gatherings.
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