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I climbed the pulpit steps for the first time and looked out over my new
congregation.

I would like to thank you for your prayers and encouragement on my
journey. I am honoured to have the care of the Swynnerton bible and |
look forward to being able to serve you in some way in the future.

Revd Rachel Livesey,

* W & N

For readersfrom other denominations who may not be familiar with the
Church of England ceremonies,this year sees a further increase in the
numbers of new clergy being ordained by the Church of England. Some
396 new deacons will be ordained around the country this summer
(Petertide), up from 363 in 1998. The total for the year, including
ordinations at Michaelmas and other times, already estimated at 464,
looks set to be the highest since the '80s.

The 9% increase in Petertide ordinations contributes to a rise of more
than a quarter since 1997. The ordinations will include 255 new male
and 141 new female deacons and represent a swing towards
stipendiary ministry, which 287 new deacons are expected to enter this
year. The average age of new clergy also shows another fall, with the
greatest increases in the 20- 29 and 30-39 age groups.

Clergy in the Church of England generally serve as deacons for one
year before being ordained priest. They can then consecrate the bread
and wine at the Holy Communion, pronounce absolution and give a
blessing in the name of Christ. Some 362 deacons will be ‘priested' this
Petertide, an 8% increase on last year's 335.

Petertide comes from St Peter's-tide. St. Peter's true and original name
was Simon, sometimes occurring in the form Symeon. (Acts 15:14; 2
Peter 1:1). He was the son of Jona (Johannes) and was bom in
Bethsaida (John 1:42, 44), a town on Lake Genesareth. The Apostle
Andrew was his brother, and the Apostle Philip came from the same
town. Jesus said 'You are Peter and on this rock will | build’.

" (Rachel is the daughter of Keith and Elizabeth Livesey. Elizabeth was
secretart of the Swinnerton Society from 1995-98 having previously
breen a member of the Council since 1992 while Keith was our
HonoraryAuditor for many years). Rachel belongs to the Adbaston
Branch.
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Sat 1st May 1897

BULKINGTON V ANSLEY VILLAGE

Bulkington opened their season in a match at home with Ansley Village.
The margin separating the teams at the close was but three runs, but it
was in Bulkington's favor (sic). Most every man on the home side
scored, and Walter Swinnerton, the well-known footballer, contributed
the highest individual effort, 6 (not out). It goes without saying that the
bowling, on both sides, had some sting about it.

Nuneaton Chronicle 7" May 1897
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Eddowes Salopian Journal
25 May 1864

Thunderstorms of unusual violence passed over a great part of the
country on Thursday and Friday last. We regret to say that its effects on
this county have been more fatally disastrous than any we have had to
record for many years. Two men named Morris and Fletcher were killed
by a lightning stroke at Little Drayton on Thursday. At Cheswardine it
struck a tree near the blacksmith’'s shop, close to the place where a
similar thing occurred two years ago. The lightning entered the smithy
and Mr Swinnerton had a very narrow escape. It also knocked down a
servant girl at Mr Mate’s of Hanwood near Cheswardine and a
galvanised iron bucket she was carrying was driven some yards across
the farmyard, but the girl was not injured. At the village of Cheswardine
the storm was fearfully heavy. Large hailstones fell and there was a
perfect deluge of rain. At Hodnet, five sheep grazing in a field were
killed by the electric fluid, and on the Hawkestone estate a waggoner
and two fine horses were deprived of life by this fearful agency. Close
on the borders of the county at Buerton near Audiem a home belonging
to Mr Vernon was struck by lightning and almost totally destroyed. The
electric fluid also struck a tree at Chester Castle and glanced off the
bayonet of a sentry without doing any material damage. At Wynnstay,
the seat of Sir W W Wynn, the feeder's house was struck and the door
was damaged; and a fine oak in the park was split to pieces. At Ludlow,
Ironbridge and other districts of this county the storm was severely felt.
On Friday, London, Liverpool, York and the whole of the north of
England appear t~ have suffered severely, much damage being done by
the sudden ris rivers and brooks to the tillage in their
neighbourhoods.
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