























The Swinnerton Saga —March 2011

The sons would normally go into the army as drummer boys and the girls
would look for husbands - there was no shortage of suitors.

Between them, William and Amelia had ten children — six sons and four
daughters. Two sons became soldiers - Edward joined the 2nd Battalion of the
19" Regiment but died of peritonitis at Allahabad on the 2° November 1874
aged only 23. The 19" Foot later became The Princess of Wales’s Own
(Yorkshire Regiment) and after 1920, The Green Howards.

John Christopher followed in his father’s footsteps and joined the Indian
Army. He started in the infantry but eventually transferred to the
Commissariat ending his career as an Assistant Commissary with the rank of
Captain on the 22™ Dec 1923. He had been appointed MBE for his services.

William’< orandean  Avsceau Francis Robert William Swinnerton, born in

1892, the eldest son of William’s fourth son
Robert William who became a civil engineer in
the Indian Public Works Department, was killed in
action on the 1* March 1917 at Vimy Ridge while
serving with the Central Ontario Regiment of the
Canadian Army.

Three generations of service to the Crown in
just under 100 years.

The Central Ontario Regiment

* ok ok ok %

Service Returns No.1 1806.

Statement of the periods of service of all the non-Commissioned Officers,
Trumpeters and Privates who were liable to serve Abroad on the 24" June
1806.

These can be found at The National Archives, Kew, under reference W0O25,
Volumes 951-991. This was a general muster of the Army during the
Napoleonic Wars and includes regiments serving all over the world. I have
used the series many times over the years but it was always a tedious task as
they were listed by regiment. Life has become much easier now because the
greater part of them — the Cavalry, the Foot Guards, the Royal Wagon Train
and the 1% to the 50% Regiments of Foot - have been alphabetically indexed by
Miss Barbara Chambers. Amongst them we find Private William
SWINNINGTON of the 35™ Foot who enlisted on the 12 Dec 1801. The roll
indicates that he had served previously in that regiment, in another regiment or
in the Militia.
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