




















The Swinnerton Saga — September 2012

Progress report on our research.

Brian Swinnerton of Liverpool has been very active in recent months in
helping me with my research and we have made some good progress. We have
been concentrating on two small branches to try and find out more about the
head of each (known by our archivist, who is well known for his wry sense of
humour, as UFOs or Unidentified Family Originators), and try and link them
into one of the larger branches.

We now have a vast amount of online data to draw on. I have been able to
abandon some of my past prejudice against such sources because they have
been notoriously inaccurate and have incorporated a great deal of wishful
thinking but now the major sites offer actual photographs of original
documents so we no longer have to rely on other people’s transcriptions.

We looked first at the branch we call London 3 whose main occupation for
several generations was artificial flower makers. Up till now, our knowledge
started at John and Elizabeth Swinerton who were both born about 1780 in
London. However, from baptismal and marriage certificates in the special
collection of baptisms, marriages and burial records formerly held in the
London Metropolitan Archives and census returns, we have now been able to
take it back another generation and tie in several other families who we knew
about but had not been able to connect.

The UFO is now Richard Swinerton or Swinarton who married Jane Owen
at Holborn Street Sepulchre on the 12 August 1771. It is interesting to see that
they named two of their sons David (the first one died in infancy), the first
time this name had ever occurred anywhere except in the Oswestry branch
where there were several. David is, of course, a Welsh name (Daffyd) and
Oswestry, although in Shropshire, is right on the Welsh border. There is
already a strong connection with Oswestry in Sir John Swinnerton who
became Lord Mayor of London (see the June issue of Saga). It may be
coincidence but we shall see. Unfortunately, the tree has now grown too big
to include on the centre page but it is available as a Gedcom file if you have a
genealogical computer program or as a .pdf file.

The second one we have been taking a close look at is Bridgnorth 1. The
UFO here is a Thomas Swinnerton. Nothing is known at present about him
other than he had a son James who married and produced another son James
who became the Revd James Swinnerton, the blind priest who I wrote about
some time ago. However we have now discovered other members of the
family who emigrated to America and Australia who are being investigated.

Thomas must have had more than one child, it would have been a very rare
occurrence in those days unless, of course, his son was born on the wrong side
of the blanket as the old saying went. We shall see.
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The Linnean Society of London
Proceedings 24 May 1939

CrarLEs Francis Massy SwyNNERTOR was born 3 De-
cember 1877 in Lowestoft, his father, a Senior Chaplain to the
Indian Army, his mother a daughter of Major W. H. Massy
of Grantstown Hall, Tipperary. He was educated at Lancing
College, and at the age of 19 went to the Melsetter District
(Gazaland) of Southern Rhodesia to farm. He was already
a naturalist, and in his leisure turned his attention to the
Birds of his new neighbourhood. After a time he began
to publish his observations on them and contributed papers
to the ‘ Ibis’ (1907 and 1908). There was some virgin forest
on his farm and its composition interested him : he collected
from it, and then from the country within his reach, and sent
a large collection of herbarium specimens to the British
Museum (Natural History), which various authorities worked
up ‘into ‘A contribution to our knowledge of the Flora of
Gazaland ° (Journ. Linn. Soc., Bot. xr, pp. 1-245; 1911).
Precision in localization and notes on economic uses, etc.
made this collection a model one.

Swynnerton joined the Linnean Society during a visit
to England in 1907. On a subsequent visit (1911) he read
to the Society papers entitled ‘ Short cuts by Birds to Nec-
taries * and ‘ Short cuts to Nectaries by Blue Tits ’ (Journ.
Bot. xvmm, pp. 381-416, and 417-422), and on a third visit
(1915) he read a very considerable paper entitled °* Experiments
and Observations on the Interpretation of I'orm and Coloration
in Plants and Animals’ (Journ. Zool. xxx1m, pp. 203-385 ;
1919). Yet again in 1923 he exhibited at a meeting of the
Society lantern-slides illustrating African Rain-forest, coppice,
thickets due to grass-fires, and the means of protecting forest
against their injury. With.his paper of 1915 he had passed
from the study of the distribution of the birds to the study
of the shape and colour of their insect-food. The suggestion
had come from Sir Guy Marshall, who recommended it to- him
on account of its bearing on the interpretations and theories
of mimicry. The programme he set himself is given on
P. 203 of the Journal, and the details in the 180 pages which
follow it report, it has been stated, but one-half of the patient
experiments he had carried out in the five years before he
wrote the paper. -Its publication was-delayed by the Great
War until 1919. In 1915 he published an account of the habits
of the Driver Ant, Dorylus (Trans. Entom. Soc. Lond. 1915,
pp. 317-50).

- In 1918 a breakdown in health drove Swynnerton from
farming. But his energy would not permit of rest and he
turned for occupation to a study of the Tsetse fly in Portuguese
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