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BRICK WALLS

In genealogical research, particularly in researching one specific name as we
do, one often comes across a man who suddenly appears in the records from
nowhere. There are no previous known references to him but he marries and
produces descendants. We have several of these and I, and others, have spent
many years trying to break down what have become known as these ‘brick
walls’. Sometimes we succeed in attaching them to a branch of the family
and, with the access to records that is available now through modern
technology that we did not have 60 years ago when I started, we have in the
last few years had some successes but we still have a long way to go!

Here are two examples,

1. Thomas Swinnington of West Bromwich.

Known facts:

¢  Said he was born in Lichfield in 1841 Census. How did he know that?

o Swinnington is a Black Country/Birmingham pronunciation of the
Shropshire/Welsh version of our name.

e  Area of research to pursue — parish registers and Bishops’ Transcripts of
the Lichfield area . Nothing on line or in print for the relevant time scale
that I can find ~ means a visit to Lichfield Diocesan Record Office.

e Look at a possible candidate from elsewhere — a lot of Shropshire people
moved into the industrial areas of Tipton, Wednesbury, Rowley Regis,
Walsall, West Bromwich, Birmingham etc.

Family information from the late Frank Swinnington told us that Thomas
married Amelia Hawkins but he did not know when or where neither have we
found it.

My latest research in June this year came up with more mysteries.

In the 1841 census Thomas appears in Great Croft Street, Darlaston,
Staffordshire aged 30 with Amelia (30), sons Samuel (9) and Thomas (5) and
daughters Mary (17) and Amelia (2) ~ all born in Staffordshire.
[HO107/979/3/17 p.26].

Amelia died in 1842 in West Bromwich and Thomas married Sarah Martin in
1844 in Wolverhampton RD.

(Also in the 1841 census is another Thomas Swinnington (25) in Bilston, Staffs
born Staffordshire with Mary Swinnington (25) (no birthplace given) living in
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the house of Thomas Salt and family. [H0107/1001/9/33 p.20] As yet these
are unidentified).

In the 1851 census, Thomas appears as Thomas SWANINGTON (40)
Bricklayer , born Lichfield with wife Sarah (47) born Wensbury (sic)
(Wednesbury), Staffs and son Samuet (19) and daughter Mary (16), both born
Darlaston, and son Thomas (14) and Amelia (3), both born West Bromwich.
Also listed is Joseph Martin (10) described as son-in-law but actually meaning
stepson — a common error.

(We have Sarah Malbond in our records as the second wife of Thomas
Swinnington (TS111) — but this cannot be correct , the only record of a
marriage of a Sarah Malbond that I can find is to John Smith in 1863.
Wolverhampton RD).

Thomas (TS111) appears to have died (as Swinnerton) in 1865 in West
Bromwich.

Thomas Swinnington aged 24, (i.e. born 1854) son of Thomas Swinnington

married ! inn, daughter of Joseph Thomas Dunn at St Paul’s, Walsall
on 4 Dec 1878.

2. John Swinnerton of Eccleshall

Known facts:

e Buried 1841 aged 77 in Eccleshall (before 1841census) - that is to
say he n about 1764 and I say about because we have to be
very cal yout estimates of age given at death..

e  Marriec viles in Barlaston 1785.

e Burials it he was of Slindon, Eccleshall

e No bapf 'him recorded in Eccleshall

e Slindon aall parish, with its own mission church of St Chad,

north of Eccleshall. There are no holdings of registers at the DRO.
¢ Eccleshall Rural Deanery includes Cotes, a village and township, four

miles of Eccleshall, and gives name to that quarter of the
paris includes the small hamlets and townships of Aspley,
three by W; Chatcull, five miles N; Cold & Mill Meece,

three miles NNE; and Slindon, two miles N of Eccleshall. Horsley is
an extensive township of scattered houses, giving name to the
southern quarter of the parish, in which are the small hamlets and
townships of Pershall, one mile W; Walton, one and a half miles
ESE; and Wootton, one mile S of Eccleshall. Within two miles
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further to the SW is the extensive tract of land called Offley Hay,
which was not enclosed till 1841, and the hamlets of Garmelow and
Copmere. Broughton, a small village and chapelry, five miles NW by
W of Eccleshall, is in the western or Woodland Quarter of the parish,
This quarter includes the hamlets of Gerard's Bromley, six miles NW,
Charnes, four and a half miles NW; Croxton, , three and a half miles
NW; Podmore, , six miles NW; Sugnall Magna & Parva, two and a
half miles NW; and Three Farms, from one to two miles N of
Eccleshall.

¢ Swynnerton is very close to Slindon although it is in the Trentham
Rural Deanery.

Possible candidates

e John Swinnerton baptised at Swynnerton 11 June 1765 son of Mary
Evans

¢ John Swinnerton baptised at Whitmore 16 Feb 1764 son of John &
Ann Swinnerton

¢ John Swinnerton son of Mr Thomas Swinnerton, Grocer, baptised at
Newcastle under Lyme 29 Aug 1766 (NUL is 2% miles N. of
Slindon).

* Kk % % *

Transcription errors

You have to be very careful with these newly available records particularly
when you are looking at transcriptions by other people on the internet who
may well not be family historians but paid workers for one of the big
commercial firms.

St Bartholomew the Great. London, London England
(yes that is how it is listed so it is fairly obvious as to it’s origin)
Joseph Twynnerton: Gender Male: Christening Date 15 Aug 1802: Birth
Date 27 July 1802: Father’s name Joseph Twynnerton: Mother’s name
Hannah.

* k& % *

People will not look forward to posterity, who never look backward to their
ancestors. (Edmund Burke)
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Dave Swinnerton — the Ross-on-Wye Artist

David Swinnerton was born in Walsall, Staffordshire, He attended Walsall
College of Arta  following several years in engineering, he move to Ross-
on-Wye which rekindled his passion for painting. According to the internet,
he spends endless in his attic studio working with a range of materiais —
charcoal, water colours, pastels and mixed media but mostly prefers to use
acrylics.

He describes himself as an artist and photographer living in Herefordshire with
his partner Tina. He uses Olympus cameras as they suit his style of
photography and has had work accepted by the National Portrait Gallery in
London. He started in photography some 30 years ago with film.

He has also published a book ‘Through the Lens. Volume One’ which
contains many splendid colour illustrations of his work.
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