o pinnerton =

ver dge

VOLUME1S. NO. 8 AUGUST 2014



























(]

The Swinnerton Saga August 2014

month stint in the army, Merriness returned to civilian life and married for a
second time - this time to Ruby Sturdevant, the daughter of Roswell
Sturdevant. Merriness and Ruby Loveland, and Roswell Sturdevant and his
wife subsequently moved to Madison County, Lllinois, where their names
appear in the 1818 Illinois State Census.

Mercy Caroline
(Loveland) Holderman
(Photo taken in Kansas
about 1861)

It is likely, therefore, that
Mercy Caroline Loveland,
the subject of this essay,
knew neither of her
parents. The first public
documentation of her
existence [ have
discovered is in the
Revolutionary War
pension application of James Swinnerton, dated October 4, 1820, in which he
describes the members of his family: "My family consists of my wife aged
fifty-nine years, one son aged eighteen years rather sickly (William B.
Swinnerton), two daughters Elmira age twenty-two, Adeline age twenty-one,
both unhealthy, and an orphan grandchild, Caroline Loveland, aged nine
years," On October 13, 1821, Eleanor Guilford Swinnerton, grandmother of
Mercy Caroline Loveland, was the first white person to die in the Grand
Prairie Township of Marion County, Ohio. She is buried in the Grand Prairie
Cemetery. The job of raising Mercy Caroline Loveland was probably assumed
by James Swinnerton's two daughters still at home, Adeline and Almira. James
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Swinnerton continued receiving his Revolutionary War pension until his death
on December 6, 1824. He is buried next to his wife.

Very little is known about Mercy Caroline Loveland's life for the next several
years. The next public record of her life occurs on April 19, 1832, when at the
age of twenty she married Jacob Holderman, the son of Abraham Holderman

riginally from Chester County, Pennsylvania) and his wife Charlotte O'Neal
(whose fam  had come from Maryland). The marriage ceremony was
conducted a e Swinnerton homestead by John Kirby, a justice of the peace.
(  of the witnesses of the ceremony was Adeline Swinnerton, Mercy
Caroline Loveland's aunt, who, ironically, married John Kirby, the justice of
the peace, ten years later.

Then tragedy again struck the life of Mercy Caroline Holderman when her
daughters Jane Anne and Almira drowned while bathing in the Spoon River on
June 14, 1854.

Mercy Caroline Holderman's daughter, Elenor Holderman Woods moved in
the 1870's or early 1880's to Oregon; the Woods family evidently settled near
Col e Grove in Lane County. On May 20, 1884, Mercy Caroline Holderman
and her grandson, Ellsworth, went to Cottage Grove to spend some time with
the Woods family. While she was there, she became ill; she died on May 19,
1886, at the age of 74 in Cottage Grove and is buried in the Shields Cemetery
in Cottage Grove.

For much more information on this family see
http://HollyMillRun.com/genealogy/

* % % x %

A note recently sent to me.
Alice Elsie Swinnerton, age 37, of Back, 126 Lozells Road, Aston,

Birmingham. Buried October 27, 1925...common grave: no. Square 151, grave
number 037856. Bunal fees: 16/6; Minister's fee 2/6; total 19/-

Witton Cemetery was an overflow burial ground for surrounding Birmingham
towns etc. their own local graveyards being full.

* & %

This has to be an error in transcription!
Joseph Twynnerton, born 27 Jul 1802, christened 15 Aug 1802 at St

Bartholomew the Great, London, son of Joseph Twynnerton and [Hannah
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