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From the Editor's desk 

The Cross is much in our thoughts at 
Christmas, our cover picture shows 
some of the many forms of the cross 
used in Heraldry. One, at least, you 
will certainly recognise and some of 
the others were mentioned in the artiele 

on 'Swinnerton Heraldry' (SFH. Vol. 2 pp. 5, a·, 7, 13 & 14). How many others 
can you name ? (Answers on back page ) 

************ 

I attended the 4th English Heraldic Congress held at St. Catherine's College, Cam-
bridge from 28-30 September this year. I · was the second Swinnerton there 
because, of course, the Master of St. Catherine's 
College is Sir Peter SWINNERTON DYER, Bart. 
FRS. the son of our late Vice-President, Sir 
Leonard Schroeder Swinnerton Dyer, Bart. I am 
happy to say that Sir Peter has agreed to take his 
father's place as a Vice-President of the Swinner
ton Society thus preserving the link with Sir JOHN . · 
SWINNERTON, Lord Mayor of London, 1612, who 
has featured many times in this journal and from 
whom Sir Peter is descended. Sir John's granddaughter, Thomasine SWINNEBTON 
married Sir William Dyer, the 1st Baronet and the family have retained the name 
Swinnerton ever since. 

I had the honour Qf proposing the toast of ''The Heraldry Society' at the final banquet, 
other speakers were The President of the Congress, Dr. Conrad Swan, York Herald 
of Arma; the Mayor of Cambridge; J. P~ Brooke-Little, Richmond Herald of Arms 
and Chairman of the Heraldry Society, and Sir Peter. · 

************ 

Remaining on a Heraldic note, I also attended the half-yearly conference of the 
Federation of Family History Societies (of which the Swinnerton Society is a member) 
held at Portsmouth in September. This was the first I had attended since I retired 
from the Chairmanship of the Federation in March this year and the Federation very 
kindly made me a presentation of a suitably inscribed copy of Burke's 'General 
Armory' to mark my three years as founder Chairman. I still retain my connection 
with the Federation, of course, both as the representative of the Swinnerton Society 
and as President of the Birmingham & Midland Society for Genealogy & Heraldry, 
and I am still the Federation's Registrar for One-Name Studies. 

When the Federation was formed in 1974 there were 11 member societies, today 
there are 92 - a ,reflection of the tremendous growth in interest in Family History. 

************ 
All happy families are alike but each unhappy family is unhappy in its own way. 

( Leo Tolstoy 1828 - 191 O ) 

.SFH. 3 p. 12 
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THE SWINNERTONS of ADBARTON. (Part II) I. S. Swinnerton 

WILLIAM of Adbaston's eldest child CHARLES SWINNERTON ( CS. 4 ), as we saw 
in Part I of this article ( SFH. 3 p. 2 ) , was baptised at Adbaston on the 14th. April 
1782, the year of Admiral Rodney's brilliant naval victory at The Saints. 
Charles was not a traditional Swinnerton name and it is curious that William should 
have given it to his eldest son. It was nearly 40 years since Bonnie Prince Charlie 
had made his abortive attempt to gain the throne - was William still a secret 
sympathiser?. It is the first instance of the name that we know of in the family 
although there have been several - particularly in the Betley branch. - since. 

§t. !lirqarl & All Angels. 

A~bastnu 

On the 13th. Of April 1809, by contrast the year of a notable military disaster when 
40, 000 men were sent to die of disease at Walcheren in what is now Belgium, 
CHARLES appears again in the Acibaston Register on the occasion of his marriage:-

CHARLES SWINNERTON and Elizabeth Furber, both of this parish, by Banns. 

The Furbers were a well-known local family and had long been resident in the 
parish. Immediately after the wedding the couple moved over the border into 
the neighbouring parish of Cheswardine and, of course, into Shropshire. Here 
at Sowdley, their son - obviously named after his grandfather - was born and 
baptised at Cheswardine on the 7th July 1811. 

WILLIAM, s. of CHARLES and ELIZABETH SWINNERTON, Baptised. 

CHARLES had at least one other child, MARY ANN, who was born about 1818 -
we do not yet know where - but she was buried at Adbaston on the 16th April 1822 
as the register shows :-

MARY ANN SWINNERTON, dau. of CHARLES and ELIZABETH SWINNERTON 

of Sowdley in the parish of Cheswardine, aged 4, Buried. 

I suspect CHARLES had other children, it was most unusual for a couple in those 
days to have such a small family, but I have not yet had an opportunity to examine 
the Cheswardine Registers after 1812. My main reason for thinking this is that 
CHARLES was a Blacksmith like his father and in William White's Directory of 
Staffordshire for 1851 we find another CHARLES SWINNERTON, Blacksmith, 
resident in the smithy at Beech (a hamlet in the parish of Swynnerton) and Harrison 
Harrod' s Directory of 1861 shows him to be still there and I believe this is another son. 

CHARLES senior died in 1836 ( the year before Queen Victoria came to the throne) 
as the Adbaston Register tells 11R ·-

1836 Dec.22 CHARLES SWJNNERTON of Sou·dle>, aged 57, Buried 

SFH. 3 p.14 



THE SWINNERTONS OF ADBASTON (cont'd) 

Elizabeth, his wife, had pre-deceased him and the Adbaston Register again gives 
us the details : -

1836 Ian. 5 ELIZABETH SWINNERTON of Soudley, aged 58, Buried 

Charles did not leave a will so Letters of Administration for his estate were 
granted to his son, WILLIAM (who was described as a Blacksmith of Sowdley 
in the Parish of Cheswardine) on the 22nd April 1840. No other children are 
mentioned but there is a reference to Samuel Pitchford, farmer who, as we 
shall see, was William's father-in-law, and to Joseph Spender, cordwainer. 

He, I think, was just a close friend. 
Note the 3 years for probate, the Law moved slowly even in those days. 

* Charles's son, WILLIAM ( WS. 56) married Ellen Pitchford, the daughter of 
Samuel Pitchford, farmer, in Cheswardine Parish Church on the 2nd December 
1837. We know that they had at least two children, ELIZABETH (ES. 97) born 
on the 23rd February 1838 at Sowdley, and EMMA (ES. 100) born on the 9th 
May 1840 also at Cheswardine. 

Apart from that we know little, as yet, of WILLIAM'S subsequent career. He 
died, of cerebral haemorrhage, on the 30th September 1887 at Sowdley aged 76. 
The informant of the death shown on the certificate is THOMAS SWINNERTON 
whom I presume to be his uncle (TS. 43) although there is a suggestion that he 
may have had a son of that name. 

ELIZABETH (ES. 97) hls_elder daughter, was quite a girl and seems to have had 
a penchant for Farmers. On the 21st November 1857 she had a daughter, 
CHARLOTTE (CS. 44) by Thomas Brian, a farmer. Charlotte, very late in life 
at the age of 42, married Christopher Peacock, an electrician, on the 31st March 
1902 at Cheswardine and then she disappears from our story. 

On the 26th May 1865, Elizabeth gave birth to a son, G.EORGE SWINNERTON (GS. 27) 
at Sowdley, his father was another farmer, William Buckley, son of another farmer 
Thomas Buckley. ELIZABETH (ES. 97) subsequently married William Buckley 
on the 1st February 1866 at Cheswardine and eventually had another son, also 
William Buckley, who never married. 

* 
GEORGE SWINNERTON (GS. 27) did not follow either of his family professions 
of Blacksmith or Farmer but became a Baker. He married Lucy Elizabeth 
Amson, the daughter of James Amson, a carpenter, on the 5th March 1891 at 
Cheswardine Parish Church. Sadly, Lucy who was only 21, died the next year 
after giving birth to a son SAMUEL SWINNERTON (SS. 54 ). 

In 1895 GEORGE married again, this time his bride was Mary Ann Chesters, the 
daughter of John Chesters, a farmer of Westcott Mill. CHARLOTTE SWINNERTON 
was a witness at both her brother's weddings. 

* 
GEORGE and MARY Swinnerton had three children - a namesake GEORGE (GS. 28) 
born 1893; ALBERT (AS. 52) born 1897 and LILI.AN (LS. 6) born 1902. GEORGE 
(GS. 27) died on the 13th September 1926 and is buried at Cheswardine. Lucy 
survived him until the 30th December 1942. 

SFH. 3 p.15 



FAMILY NOTES 

COLONEL OF REGIMENT 
It is announced in the London Gazette Defence Supplement dated 13 December 
1978 that Her Majesty the Queen has been graciously pleased to approve the 
appointment of Colonel J.C. A. SWYNNERTON QBE., Commander Army 
Personnel Selection Group, as Colonel The. Staffordshire Regiment (Prince 
of Wales' s) for a period of 5 years from the 1st December 1977. 

Members of the Society may be interested to know that this is the second time 
in less than 20 years that a Swynnerton has been honoured with the Colonelcy 
of the Staffordshire Regiment or its forbears as Colonel Swynnerton's father, 
Major General C.R. A. SWYNNERTON CB. ffiO. held the appointment of · 
Colonel, The North Staffordshire Regiment (The Prince of Wales' s) from 
the 1st. June 1955 until he went to live in Spain in 1959. · 

Our sincere congratulations go to Colonel Jeremy on this great honour. 

************** 

Sadly, I have to tell you that Mrs. BARNARD died on the 17th October 1977 
after a heart attack. Anne had been a keen member of the Society for some 
years and had been a generous contributor to the Organ Fund. She had done 
a tremendous amount of research into the Canadian and Irish branches of the 
family, she herself being a direct descendent of THOMAS SAMUEL SWINNER
TON (TS. 70) mentioned in our Newsletter SFH.1 No. 3 who emigrated to 
Canada from Ireland and became a member of the first Parliament of Ontario, 
1867 - 71. 

Many of you will remember her as the life and soul of the party when she flew 
over from Canada specially for our Gathering in September this year. 

We send our sincere sympathy to all her family. 

************** 

Equally sadly, I have to tell you that Mr. HUMPHREY SPENCER SWINNERTON 
died on the 5th November in his 85th year. Mr. Swinnerton had been a member 
since 1975 and had written to me many times. 

He was the son of the Reverend JAMES SWINNERTON of Llandevaud and an 
Engineer by profession. He was a prominent churchman himself and in January 
this year, the Monmouth Diocesan Leaflet had this to say about him :-

''Mr. Humphrey Spencer Swinnerton of Llandevaud has felt it necessary to resign 
his active membership of the Diocesan Readers' Association after no less than 
52 years service as a Reader. This is a splendid record of faithful ministry, 
appreciated by our congregations in many churches. To our warm thanks to him 
we all add our prayers that, though less active, he will be blessed with good 
health for many years to come." 

We send our sincere sympathy to his family also. 
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