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A BRIEF IBSTORY OF THE SOCIETY 
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~ 

Research into the family history was started in the 
1870's by the Reverend Charles Swinnerton MA. 
FSA. Over the course of the years he wrote a number 
of articles and papers ahout the family and gathered 
together many Swinnertons from all over the world. 
His principal work was "A History of the Family of 
Swinnerton" (jointly with the Rev. & Hon. Canon 
Bridgman) and published as Part II of Vol. VII of the 
"Collections for a History of Staffordshire" by the 
William Salt Archaeologi~al Society. Interest in the 
family history became dormant after his death in 1928 
until revived by the present Secretary in 1952. The 
Society was revived in I %9 and today has a worldwide 
membership. 

~;:= pe. annum Studenn & Seniot CTcizen•;:J 



From the Editor's desk 

The cover picture this issue is an old engraving 
of the Hall at Butterton which was built in Tudor 
times. It is now in the possession of the Rev. 
Brian Swinnerton and is fully described in his 
'Swynnerton &the Swinnertons'. I thought it 
appropiate for this issue as I have dealt with 
the Heraldry of this branch of the family. 

In my Editorial to the October 1977 Journal, I appealed once again for readers 
to send me anything they came across in print to do with the family. Some 
of the results are reproduced in the following pages and make fascinating reading. 

Others will appear in future Journals but I can never get enough so keep searching 
your lacal papers, attics, desks, scrapbooks, photograph albums etc. All are 
grist to the mill and I accept the good with the bad - no family ever consists 
entirely of saints . 

If a man's character is to be abused there is nobody like a relative to do 
the business. 

William Makepeace Thackeray 1811-1863 

From an old document in the County Record Office, Stafford dealing with Adbaston. 
Thomas Crump, who is here being presented as Constable, was the father of Mary 

Crump who married WILLIAM SWINNERTON of Adbaston. 
(Sent in by the Rev. Brian Swinnerton) 
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SW I N N E RT 0 N H E RA L DRY (Continued from Vol. 2 No. 4) 

SWYNNERTON OF BUTTERTON 

In Collections for a History of Staffordshire, Vol. VII, Bridgman gives the arms for 
this branch as :-

'ARGENT, a CROSS FORMEE FLORY SABLE, overall a BEND GULES' 

and gives as his authority :-

1. On several old hatchments formerly .in Trentham Church and recorded in Hadfield's 
Mss. in the William Salt Library, Stafford 

2. On a monument and in a glass window to the memory of Mrs. Walter Bagot in the 
church at B lithfield. 

3. On a tomb, formerly in the church at Yoxall, to the memory .of Mr. THOMAS SWYNNERTON 
(younger son of Mr. Thomas Swynnerton of Butterton) who died in 1713, as ~iven in Shaw's 
Staffordshire; on a monument recently erected in Trentham Church to the last THOMAS 
SWINNERTON Esq. of Butterton Hall by .the Pilkington family the Bend is um1ttecl but 
this is a departure from the old rendering. 

All these authorities he quotes are, however, (as you can see ) only heraldic artists 
or monumental masons and I have not yet found any arms for the Butterton Branch 
listed in the records of the Herald's Visitations. 

As we have already seen (SFH. 2 p. 15) GENERAL ARMORY TWO gives the same 
arms for Butterton as for Eccleshall viz. 

arg, a cross flory sa. overall a bend/et gules 

The Eccleshall Branch and the Butterton Branch descend from completely different 
younger sons of the first Sir ROGER de SWYNNERTON so I find this surprising. 

The GENERAL ARMORY itself, however, gives: 

Swinnerton (Butterton. Co. Stafford); descended from THOMAS SWINNERTON, second son 
of Sir JOHN de SWYNNERTON Knt .. who d. in 1340; the late representative THOMAS 
SWINNER TON Esq, of Butterton, left at his death three daughters, his coheirs viz. 

1. Martha m. WiIIiam Bagot E.sq., 2. Mary m. Sir WiIIiam Pilkington .Bart. and 3. Elizabeth 
m. Charles John Keyms Tynte Esq.) -

Arms: Ar. a cross flory sa. 

The descent is wrong - Thomas was the son of RICHARD de SWYNNERTON not Sir 
John who was the ancester of the Swinnertons of Hilton. We are entitled to conclude, 
therefore that the attribution of the arms of the senior line of Swynnerton of Swynnerton 
is also wrong, if the Butterton line had descended from Sir John they would surely have 
used the engrailed bordure of the Swynnertons of Hilton. 

Note no bend is mentioned, the arms given are those of the original Swynnerton of 
Swynnerton. The Reverend CHARLES SWYNNERTON writing in the 'Reliquary' 
in 1878 (Vol. XVIII p.167) differs radically and says :-

SWYNNERTON OF BUTTER TON. Argent, a cross forme, sable, fleurette or, overall 
a bendlet gules. (Not in the CoIIege of Arms yet borne by the Swynnertons of 
Buttertoo for at least 200 years and probably . more, vide Staffordshire Arms in the 
William Salt Library, Stafford) 

This means that although the cross itself is black, the Fleur-de-Lys ends are gold -
most attractive but I cannot find . the source. 

He goes on to say :-

SWYNNERTON of BU.TTER TON, as represented by Sir Lionel Milborn c· Swynnerton ·Pilkington 
Bart, 'Argent, a cross forme fleurette, sable, overalZ-a bend engraiIIed gules, for difference 
(By a late special grant from the CoIIege of Arms) 
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The Engrailed Bend is completely new and would appear as in Fig. 11. 

Fig. 11 

BURKE'S PEERAGE, BARONET AGE & KNIGHT AGE gives the arms of Milborne -
Swinnerton-Pilkington as :~ 

Quarterly: 1st & 4th PILKINGTON, arg., a cross flory voided gu.: 2nd. SYJ.{.NNERTON, ·arg., 
a cross forme fleurette surmounted by .·a bend engrailed gu.,: 3rd, MILBORNE, per pale 
arg. and gu. a cross patrmce, between in the sinister chief and dexter base, two leopards faces, 
counter changed. 

This is a most interesting coat not least because it brings together no· less than 
three of the variations of the cross I have been discussing. 

I suspect that this was 'fed' to Burke by the family, in the same way that they 
omitted the bend on the monument in Trentham Church - dreams of grandeur ? 

I have recently acquired a coffee ' can~ o: cup which is one of a set made for Thomas 
Swinnerton of Butterton. The attribution reads :-

A coffee can probably made at Worcester about 1795 and decorated in Sepia and Go/JJ..;._. 
with the arms of SWINNERTON quarterly with ABNET of Sta,ffordslire and COLCLOU.GH 
of Staffordshire> In pretence are the quarterly arms of MILBORNE. Made for THOMAS 

- SW!NNER TON of Butt~rton w.ho mar'ried in HJ9. Mary·, heir of Charles Mi/borne . . 

Dreams of grandeur indeed. Here is Thomas quartering not only his mother's arms 
of Colclough (which, of course, he was entitled to do) but also his paternal grand~ 
mother's arms of Abnet. No doubt this was what he deemed suitable for his position 
as Barrister-at-Law, Recorder of Stafford and Sheriff of Staffordshire in 1 795 -

. perhaps this coffee-set wa_s made to celebrate his appointment as High Sheriff. 

Shall we let the Rev. CHARLES SWINNERTON have the last word ? Writing in 
'The Reliquary'' in 1880 Vol. XX p. 226 he appears to have partially changed his 
mind (or done some more research) and now says :-

ARMS OF SwYNNERTON OF BuTTERTON.-The Swinnertons of 
Butterton, np to the last century, though unrloul>tedly conuected 
with the elder brnnch of the same name, were chiefly ;veomcu, nnd ns 
such they described themselves in their wills of tJ.te lGrh nnd 1 ith 
centuries. Not a single member of this family iti mentioned in the 
Heralds' Visitations at the College of Arms, or elsewhere, so that it is 
difficult to state the precise degree of authority which they possessed 
for their use of coat armour at all. About the year 1700, their arms 
were sirriilu.r to those of Swynnerton of Eccleshall, and their crest a 
boar passant. g Before 17 90 they had added a farther difference to 
the Eccleshall coat by emblazoning the floral terminations of the cross 
flory, or instead of sable. h These armR, however, were lately rejected 

~. as unauthentic by the Heralds, who conferred on the Pilkingtons, who 
now represent the family, a grant of the ancient cross differenced with 
a bend engmiled gules, and for crest a boar passant argent, charged 
with a cross -flory sable. i 

Pilkington 

This branch died out, in the male line, in 1836 although representati~es o'f a sub
branch :- The Swinnertons of Shut Lane - are still extant. 
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Miscellaneous 

lo~eph ~wynnerton(1848-1910) was born in 

Douglas. The family originated in Staffordshire and his father came to the Island 
from Liverpool to work as a stone mason on King William 's College . Charles 
Swynnerton married a Manx girl, Mary Collister, and they had six sons and a 
daughter. 

Joseph was the fourth son and attended Douglas Grammar School until he 
joined his father's business at the a~e of fourteen . When he was twP.nty he was 
sent to study art at Edinburgh University and he w on a prize tor modelling in c lay . 
Afterwards he attended the Academy of St. Luke in Rome where he won Pope 
Pius IX ' s gold and silver medals . He.became a member of the British Academy 
and set up his own studio in Rome . 

During this time he produce~. ·:ca i.~" which was .his first important work and 
was commended by Ruskin . Cain was placed in the Royal Academy anrl 
was later exhibited in Manchester and Douglas . He had <:1 studio in Manchester 
and undertook commissions for local businessmen . The statue of "Cupid and 
Psyche'· which he produced at this time reci~ived favourable comments from the 
critics when it was exhibited at the Royal A cademy. 

Every year he returned to his studio in Port St . Mary and executed various 
busts of local people, two of which are on show in this exhibition . 

He produced a large amount of work including: " Cain and Abel ," "Hiawatha 
and Minnehaha ""The Victor" and "Love's Chalice" which is a large fountain in 
the Camberwell'Gallery. His statue of "Santa Francesca Romana" can be seen in 
the Jesuit ' Church in Farm Street , London. Unfortunately, his large public 
statue of Queen Victoria which is in Southend has been damaged by vandals . His 
p iece de resistance was "Immortal Youth" a twenty foot hig.h fountain . also 
exhibited at the Royal Academy and then later 1n Rome in the National 
Exhibition where it was awarded a medal. 

J oseph Swynnerton died in 1910 1n Port St. Mary and is buried in Maughold 
Churchyard . 

Annabel Swinnerton 

From a pamphlet 'Manx Victorian Artists' 
published by the Manaman Festival. !OM 

POLICY AND POLICE. The Enforcement of the 
Reformation in the age of Thomas Cromwell. 
Dr. G.R.EL TON · ·Cambridge Univeooty Press 1972. 

COLLECTIONS FOR A HISTORY 
of SANDWICH in KENT. 

By Willi am Boys Esq .FSA. 
Canterbury MDCCCXCII recte 1792 

St. Clements Sandwich. 

Vicars: 

Richard Hynde (Will proved Cant. 1493) 
Thomas SWINERTON 
William Powis presented 1553 per mortem 

. T .Swinerton. 

(Ex Duncan Harrington.) 

Mr. Harrington says that perhaps this 
explains the existence of other mysterious 
early Swinnerton families in this area 
well away from our traditional 
home ground. 

THE GENEALOGIST Vol. VII 1883 

Funeral certificate of Thomas Bolles (sic) 
of Osberton, Notts. His son John married 
as his third wife1 ANNE dau. of Sir JOHN 
SWI NNERTON, Alderman of London. 

Chapter 4 'Propaganda'· pages 212-213 
TO C.F.M.S. TOUCHING CERTAIN OF 

THE SONNETS. 
' .... Longland • underlined this point in 1536 when he 
complained about one JOHN SWYNNERTON, 'the 
preacher ' whose frequent sermons were ' not fruitful but 
rat her seditious ' . SWYNNERTON was a radical who was 
upsetting the simple people• who ' leave their worldly 
labour and fall all day to reading of English books '. 
but Lon gland' s real complaint was not this social disturbance 
( nor perhaps the robberies allegedly committed by 
Swynnerton' s adherents ) but the fact that he was preaching 
about doctrines which had not yet been officially decided 
one way or another, and discourse upon which had there • 
fore for the present been inhibited. Yet SWYNNERTON 
held a King's license and the only way the Bishop (Longland) 
managed to prevent him from preaching at Woburn on Holy 
Rood Day was by occupying the pulpit himself. On this 
occasion Cromwell seems to have thought that one of his 
men had indeed outstepped the mark and authorised the 
Bishop to apprehend him but SWYNNERTON had vanished 
to London or Essex .... ' 

• John Longland, Bishop of Lincoln 1521 on and later I 
think of London. 

( ex Jeremy Swinnerton • our youngest mem.ber ) 

Editor's Note: This must refer, I think, to THOMAS 
· SWYNNERTON alias John Rob~rts • see 'Who was Who 

in the Swinnerton Family No. 2 
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I3Y cr~g and Himalayan pine 
These purple violets grc:w, 

A woodland Spirit made them mme : 
I give them now to you. 

But violets bloom and fade and die, 
Like theirs brief life is ours; 

New gcnerntions pass us by, 
New cncrcics, new powers. 

And soon our moving tents, no more . 
Of life the veil ;rnd cov<'r, 

\Vi!1 lie uron the desert floor, 
\Vhcn /\;:r:lcl passes over. 

Such be their lot, so we rn;iy see 
The P crf cct FIO\vcr unfold, 

Sh;.iJowcd in Art :ind Minstrelsy, 
;\;1d oft in Story told! 

C!-l/1Hl.ES StVYSNERTON. 



--- . -·----------------------

THE PHILLIMORE CONNECTION AGAIN 

I recently received a letter from Mr. Robert Barratt of 
Winchester:-

Dear Colonel Swinnerton 
Looking through my one and only copy of you excellent 

newsletter (Volume One No.10) I noticed your interst in the 
Phillimore's connection with the Swinnertons. 

John Swinnerton Phillimore (1873-1926) was my 
great• great uncle; and we trace our link with your family 
through his grand mother E Lizabeth Bagot whcse mother was 
the daughter of William SW INNER TON of B utterton co. Sta ff s. 
I have no other information on the Swinnertons and would 
welcome any further material. 

Yours since rely, 
Robert Barratt 

Mr. Barratt also drew a small tree to accompany his letter. 
I replied, of course, thanking him for writing and sent him 
a copy of S.F.H. 2 No.2 in which Mr. Armitstead had solved 
the mystery but said it was always useful to have 
confirmation. 

It just shows how our Journal gets around. 

************** 

From Mrs .Norma H.Smith, Clearwater, Fl<Xida 

Dear Co lone I Swinnerton, 
· I note your ancestry is in Staffordshire. 

I find a SWINNERTON among a Ii st of Preachers in 
a calendar of Itinerant and Local Preachers for the 
Wesleyan Methodists in the Newcastle Circuit for 
1825. 

My .great • great grandfather Richard 
Cyples Tomkinson was also in that list and also 
printed it. 

It is unfortunate that no given name is 
included for Swinnerton. 

Sincere Iy, 
Norma ff.Smith 

************* 

From Mr. J .S.Billington, Kemsey Manor, Newport, Salop. 

Dear Co 1. Swinnerton, 
I find that ROGER de SWY NNERTON 

and ROBERT his son were in occupation of the Manor 
of Adbas ton in 1335 and a Court Record of 1341 shows 
THOMAS, son of ROGERS. sued ROBERT, son of 
ROGER S. to warrant to him the Manor of A dbaston 
which John, son of John Baldwynof Salop claimed 
against him. 

This is brief but shows Sw ynnertons 
were here at that time. · No doubt the cross flory .in 
the window has some connection. 

Yours sincerely, 
].S.Billington 

(Mr. Bill in~on is the Churchwarden and has been a 
great help m every way.) 

From Mr. Peter Swinnerton, Man chester. 

Dear Sir, 
l am writing to you as I understand that 

you can assist me with information on the Family 
History Society. 

A few years ago I became interested in 
the Duke of Wellington's campaigns in Spain and 
Portugal in the 19th Century. Reading some old 
] outnals of men who actually fought in these 
battles, I often wondered if any of my own 
Ancestors had done so and if any .personal records 
or letters had ever been put into print. 

Since this timf' mv interest h:1s bePn 
broadened and l would like, if possible, to join 
the Society. 

Yours faithfully, 
Peter Swinnerton 

This was an easy one, Peter belongs to the 
Betley Branch - a well documented family. 
He is, in fact, first cousin to our Council 
member, the Rev. Brian. However, he was 
still able to supply me with quite a number 
of missing names and dates. Mr Swinnerton 
has now joined the Society. 

************ 

From Mr.J .D.Young, Birmingham. 

Dear Col. Swinnerton, 
I enclose the details of an 

entry in the 1851 Census of B 'ham. It is the 
only SWINNERTON I have come across. I 
found it while looking for something else 
and noted it in case it may be of interest. 

Yours sincerely, 
].D.Young 

Of course, it was! Thankfully I quite often 
get letters like this, other genealogists are 
very kind.· 

************** 

From Miss S.Scragg, Bristol. 

Dear Sir, 
I have recently joined the Family.History 

Society in Bristol and have found that they .have 
some volumes of your Family History. 

My great grandmothers name was 
SWINNERTON and I am wondering, hopefully, if 
there is any connection.. I would be very 
grateful for your help, 1 enclose what I have on that 
that line. 

Thank You, 
Yours sincerely, 

(Miss) S.Scragg 

This is a typical example of many letters I 
receive, I replied of course - I was unable to 
connect her m at the time but promised to do 
some research. I have made some progress 
but unfortunately have now temporarily lost 
touch with her as she appears to have moved. 
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From the Nevvspapers 

President 

Sausages land 
regiment with 
parade poser 

After serving as chairman 
of the Federation of Family 
History Societies for the first 
three and a half year's of its 
existence, Lt-Col Iain S. 
Swinnerton, of Beech Tree 
House, Norton Road, 
Stourbridge, has been made 
Federation president. He was 
primarily responsible for 
reviving in 1960 the Swin
nerton Family History 
Society which was founded in 
1880 by the Rev. Charles 
Swinnerton, a senior Indian 
Army chaplain serving in 
Bengal, and the society now 
has 124 members in all parts 
of the world. Col Swinnerton 
has for the past eight years 
been president of the Bir
m ingham and Midland 
Society for Geneaology and 
Heraldry which has 1,300 
members. This society 
already has two sub-groups in 
the Potteries and Coventry 
and on June 21 a Stourbridge 
sub-group will be formed at a 
meeting at the Talbot Hotel. 

Food poisoning almost ruined a key feat ure of a 
big parade by the Staffordshire Regiment. Two 
days before the event five officers were hit by 
food poisoning after eating sausages in the mess. 

Two of them were members ~-----------.. 1 
County Express 

of the officers colour party -
a vital part of any ceremonial 
parade - and had been 
rehearsing for months . 

Two extra officers were 
pulled in a t t he last minute 
·and put through a crash 
rehearsal course for the 
parade. 

On Saturday the show went 
on without a hi tch at 
Hyderabad Ba r racks, 
Colchester - home of the 1st 
Battalion of the Staffords. 

"The illness caused quite a 
panic at the time, but it all 
turned out well in the end. 
The officers concerned have · 
been confined to bed, but are 
not seriously ill," said Battal
ion C.O. Lieut-Colonel Mike 
~gue. . 

The parade marks the open
!ng day of the third battle of 
Ypres in 1917 in which two 
staffords won the VC. 

More than 250 men took 
put as well as the band and 
COl'p8 of drums and were later 
inspected by the Colonel of 
~regiment, Colonel J. C. A. 
Swynnerton. 

An h's a Knockout contest 
and an indoor concert were 
~at~ 

TV 
GUIDE 

FEBRUARY 15, 1978 

(Canada) 

SFH. 3 p. 43 

Express & Star 

Cheering news 
ST. CATIIARINE'S COLLEGE, 

Cambridge, has found a way o.f 
ensur-ing that it has more SUI>POrters 
cheering its oarsmen at Henley. 
tlhan its ro~Iege rivals. · 

The St. Ca·tiharine's C<>Llege Society 
is holding its ann1ual cocktail party 
this weekend at the riverside home 
of Henley archJted Peter Suther
land: Among the 100 or so guests 
wiH be Sir Peter Swininerton-Dyer 
the Master, and Peter Coni, another 
St. Catharine's man and this year's 
chaimian of the Henley regatta com
mittee. 

" ~he party itself, of course, is 
the main attraction," one of the 
organisers told me yesterday, "but 
the boat dub has always been very 
active in the co.J.Jege. Having a partv 
there will he1p drum UJP plenty of 
vocal support for our eight" 

6:40 11· COVER TO COVER 
8:55 • WRITE ONI 
7:00 fl) FERNWOOD 2NIGHT 

Cf) HOLL YWOOO CONNECTION 
8 D (ID CHARLIE'S ANGELS 
Thugs terrorize a kindly old toy 
manufacturer to force him into selling 
out Sabrin(l: Kate Jackson. Kelly: Ja
clyn Smith. Kris: Cheryl Ladd. Bosley: 
David Doyle. (60 min.) 

Gueet Caat 
Swinnerton . ....... Murray Matheson 
Roclair .... . . .. ... . .... Clifford David 
Orwell . .. . ......... .. . . .. Don Knight 
Phelan . . ..... . ........ Gilbert Green 

HOUNDS WERE 
IN FULL CRY! 
A LL her 78 years, Mrs. 

. .. J e~sie ,..§w~nnsr~h of 
Glene "ll"arm House, ·as 
lived within sound of 
Barthomley Church bells, 
ar.w;i many are the tale ·. -
so~e learned from her 
grandfather-she can tell 
of village life in days iOne 
by. 

With a chuckle she told 
me the story of the old 
poacher's wife. who not 
only accompanied him on 
his rounds, but hid his 
nightly catch, tied to her 
w a i s t. b e n e a t h her 
voluminous petticoats., 

Next day, with the catch 
dressed and secreted in 
similar fashion. she would 
leave the village, and dis
pose of it to her regular 
customers. 

All went well until one 
morning, with a fair catoh 
of rabbits hddden away, she 
met the looal hounds out on 
exercise. 

After siniffin.g; enthus-iast.Ic
ally about her petticoats. 
the hounds laud siege. and 
several lay.e% were torn 
away and the secret 
reveoa.led, before they could 
be dragged a.way-wdth the 
old dame in hysterics. 

HCHT 8TI LL 
'lben, . Mrs.. Swinnerton 

said, there was the tale of 
the farmer who secretly 
distilled whiilty a a cellar.- . 
with trapdoors conce~lled by 
a fine bed of mint. 

One · sad day; however, 
almost caught bv t~ ~xcise -,: 
men, he had to tip his : 
whiskey away. It ran into ~ 
the nearby stream - and 1 

shortly afterwards reelin1 
cows pve him away ! 

Mrs. Swinnerton, who 
was born at Rushy Lake 
Cottage, wu the daughter 
of Mr. James Cadman, an 
estate worker, and to look 
after h~m she left· school at 
the are a! 12. Married in 
1899, her husband, Mr. 
Samuel Swfnnerton., s:lied 17 
yea~ aao. almffl!t a }s1iJ~il~ 
_QJ.d..,. . , . . 

'Strtr remarkably active. 
and able to travel alone to 
Clcvelevs for her annual 
holiday, Mrs. Swinnemn 
lives wiith her youngest 
d a u g h t e r, Miss Jessie 
Swinnerum, w ho m she 
helps to look after aarden, 
orchard and house. 

Amon2 her favourite 
chores are tending to her 
bees-she has kept them' all 
her life - and helpini to 
make goats' milk butter. 

Staffordshire Sentine l 

(An old c utting sent in by Mrs. 
Hazel ] on es of Canada ) 



FAMILY NOTES 

We learned with great regret of the death of Mr. WILLIAM LESLIE SWINNERTON 
on the 24th October at his home in Liverpool, aged 79. Mr. Swinnerton had been 
a member and staunch supporter of our Society from the very early days and was 
responsible for the heraldic artwork in the articles on Swinnerton Heraldry in this 
journal and for drawing the " Early Swinnerton Emigrants to America" Tree. 
Right up until the last he was working for us, submitting designs for a Society tie 
and we shall miss him greatly. Four of his sons, two of his brothers and a grand
son are, or have been, members of our Society and to them and their families we 
extend our very sincere sympathy. 

AMENDMENTS TO YOUR DIRECTORY 

NEW MEMBERS 

Miss OLIVIA MARY SWINNERTON,   
(Miss Swinnerton is the daughter of our Vice-President Frank Swinnerton 
and has now re-joined the Society) 

Mr. HUGH SWINNERTON,   
(Mr. Swinnerton has also re-joined the Society) 

A new Directory will be issued in January 1979. 

A NOTE FOR YOUR DIARY 

Swinnerton Forni ly Gathering - Saturday 8th September 1979 
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