
S1vinne1·to11 
Family 
History 
The Journal of the Swinnerton Society 

ISSN 0508 6755 

VOLUME FOUR NUMBER TEN MARCH 1982 



The Swimerton Society. 
A non-profi t - .aking org.anisation devoted to t he research aonfd 
publ icat i on of Svinnerton fa•ily records and t he welfare 

Svynnerton Church. . • 
A •e•ber of the the Federation of Fa•ily History Soc1et1es. 

PRESIDBRT 

The. Rt.Hon.Lord Stafford 
Swynnerton Park 

Staffs. 

VICE-PRESIDERTS 

Frank Swinnerton Esq. 
Sir Roger Swynnerton CMG.OBE.MC. 
Sir Peter Swinnerton Dyer FRS. 

H.Morman Swinnerton ASc. 
(America) 

Lord Thomas of Swynnerton 

COURCIL 

. ~. w. Swinnerton MBE •TD• BSc • (Econ· ) 
s.K.Armitstead MA. 

'11le Rev.Edward Swinnerton 
Col.J.C.A.Swynnerton OBE. 

C.L.Swinnerton Esq. 
L.W.Swinnerton Esq. 
J.E.Swinnerton Esq. 

(PRO) 

SECRETARY & EDITOR 

Lt.Col.I.S.Swinnerton TD.DL.JP.FSG. 
Owls Barn, Bridgnorth Road! Stourton, 

or.Stourbridge, W.Mids. 

Subscription £2.50 per annu• Students t Senior Citizens £1.00 
(U.K.only) 

From the Editor-. desk 
This issue, the 40th, brings 
to an end Volume 4 of our 
journal. The first issue, 
back in 1974, was a single 
A4 sheet, since then I have 
printed some 350 pages of 

miscellaneous information about the family which has 
been generally we 11 received and wi 11, I hope, be a 
valuable work of reference for future generations of 
our family. 

Most of it has been written by me. The occasional 
article has been contributed by other members of the 
family but usually at my direct request. I would 
like to see a lot more articles by you - the family. 
What about it ? 

The last issue saw a radical and very important devel
opment, all American and Canadian members also received 
a supplement dealing specifically with the family on 
the North American Continent entitled "SWINNERTONS OF 
NORTH AMERICA. Canadian-American Supplement to the 
Journal of the Swinnerton Society". 

Compiled and distributed by Bill Swinarton of Ontario 
(after prodding by me! ) it wi 11, in future, appear 
with every issue of this journal. The first one com
mences with a general introduction and then devotes 
2 pages to the Swinnertons of Illinois - a very good 
effort and our sincere congratulations to Bill on his 
initiative ana enthusiasm. 

Our American/Canadian members are hoping to arrange 
a small gathering over there this year - if anyone is 
planning to holiday over there, what about joining 
them ? Your Chairman and I hope to be there and we 
would welcome some support. 

Now then, what about our other far-flung members ? 
Shall we see an Australian Newsletter ? I am sure 
there is just as much to learn about the family "down-
under". How about it ? 
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SWINNERTONS IN INDUSTRY 
SWINNERTONS OF HANLEY LTD. 

(continued from SFH.4 No.8 p.125) 

PART II 

POTTERY MANFRS. 

The partnership of Swinnerton, a good salesman, and 
Lindley, a good practical potter, was an ideal combin
ation. Unfortunately, it did not last long as Swinner
ton died in tragic circumstances in 1913. Mrs. 
Swinnerton, an American, sold her share in the company 
and returned to America with .her six children. 

Following Swinnerton's death, Victor Alcock, a descend
ant of Alcocks, the earthenware manufacturers of Burs
lem, joined the company having previously been with 
William Adams of Tunstall where his father had been 
a director. Alcock, who was still in his twenties, 
was called up for Army service in the First World War. 

Lindley.who was then temporarily left on his own, per
suaded an old school friend, William Bloore, who had 
been sales director at Wilkinsons, to join the firm. 
This was an ideal arrangement as Bloore, then in his 
early fifties, was well fitted to take charge of the 
sales side. 

Bloore, who was born in Cobridge, was the son of a 
potter's fireman. However, instead of going into the 
pottery industry, he started, at the age of thirteen, 
in the office of a Hanley solicitor. Ten years later 
he did turn to the pottery industry as he thought it 
offered better prospects. Starting as a clerk with 
Messrs.A.J .Wilkinson Ltd., he eventually became the 
sales director. He had established for them a large 
business right across America and this resulted in him 
having to make many voyages across the Atlantic. He 
was a keen business-man and had an impressive person
ality as well as being imposing in stature . 

The original Chelsea works, much extended in size and 
manufacturing capacity, was re-named the Vulcan after 
Swinnerton's original works. The products consisted 
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of a very extensive range of toilet ware, dinner ware, 
tea ware, etc. They were said to have established 
an excellent reputation for quality and durability 
with the business being run on very sound lines. The 
patterns were produced by plain prints, enamelling and 
lithographs, the staple line of dinner ware with maz
erine blue band and gold finish being supplied in bulk. 

In 1917 Swinnertons increased their manufacturing out
put by purchasing the Washington Pottery where they 
specialised almost entirely in the manufacture of cups 
and saucers of standard shapes and sizes. 

A trade boom also persuaded the three partners to set 
up a subsidiary business which traded as Alcock, Lind
ley & Bloore. This Company took over Messrs. Isaac 
Smith & Co. who manufactured Jet, Rockingham and Samian
ware teapots at the Albert Works in Raymond Street, 
Hanley. This business, originally established in 
1881, was completely reorganised, its output doubled 
and the quality considerably improved and in particular, 
the teapot spouts were re-modelled so as to make them 
good pourers. Production was concentrated on a lim
ited range of good quality teapots at competitive 
prices. It is of interest to note that the red marl 
used in the manufacture of teapots is obtained locally 
from Peacocks Heye and is from the seam used by the 
El er brothers nearly three hundred years ago. The 
firm did for a time have their own marl pit in Abbey 
Hulton. 

After the reorganisation, Alcock, Lindley & Bloore were 
able to make about "Half a Million" teapots at the 
Albert Pottery, these being in Samian and Rockingham, 
and ranged from plain glazed to elaborate colour 
decorations. 

Another teapot firm, the Sefton Pottery in Cannon St. 
was later taken over to supplement the firm's teapot 
production. 

(to be continued) 
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THE STUBBS PORTRAIT - the end of' the story ? 

We told the story of the portrait of WILLIAM SWINNERTON 
by George Stubbs (normally noted for h~s paintings of 
dogs and horses) in our issues of Vol.3 No.4, p.18 and 
Vol.4 No.1 pp.8 & 9. Our member, Ken Armitstead, 
spotted a picture of the portrait in 'Country Life' , 
Oct.29 1981 under "Talking about Salerooms" by Frank 
Davis. I wrote to the editor of Country Life and 
sent him copies of the relevant issues of our journal 
and he has very kindly sent us a copy for our archives. 

The picture is captioned "William Swinnerton, by George 
Stubbs, of 1 780. 3ft. O~ ins. x 2ft. 3~ ins." and Mr. 
Davis says 

"When I caught sight of this sad little man (fig.5), dressed in 
brown coat and breeches, and looking thoroughly and hopelessly 
browned off, I was at once intrigued and puzzled - intrigued because 
it seemed to me a remarkable character study of a man who clearly 
found life the reverse of cheerful, and puzzled because I could not, 
for the life of me, think of a probable painter. Devis occurred 
to me as a possibility, as someone who kept fairly close to earth, 
and did not try to make his quite ordinary sitters look like gods; 
but I was by no means satisfied and so, in a burst of ~ommon sense, 
consulted Sotheby's catalogue - and there was surprised to read that 
this is a portrait by George Stubbs. 

I imagine a great many people will share my surprise. We have all 
become so accustomed to think of Stubbs as, before everything else, 
a man of horses and wide open spaces, which all fetch enormous sums 
whenever, at rare intervals, they come on the market, that we have 
to shake ourselves before we can accept such an unpretentious por
trait as this as by the great man. The picture, in an anonymous 
property, is signed and dated 1780 and is inscribed on the reverse 
11 1780 Gulielmus Swinnerton Armiger Aetat Suae 63 11 • It once be
longed to Basil Taylor, who knew more about Stubbs than anyone else 
of his day, and whose death a few years ago was a very great loss 
to scholarship. 

There were many other, much grander, paintings sold for consider
able sums on this occasion, but I remember none of them - just this 
pensive, bookish little fellow posed in the door of his library and 
by the greatest of English sporting painters. It was bought for 
£4000 11 • 
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So the original estimate of £8000 was somewhat out!. 
We do not yet know to whom the portrait was sold or 
its present location. 

CALENDAR OF ASSIZE RECORDS, ESSEX. Elizabeth 

Indictments 
Brentwood Assizes 1 Apr.1563 
No.137 Gaol Prisoners - long list includes RICHARD 

SWYNERTON 
No.162 Suspects - delivered by Proclamation 

List includes RICHARD SWYNNERTON. 

CALENDAR OF ASSIZE RECORDS, SURREY Elizabeth 

Indictments : 
No· 3082 Meade, Geoffrey and SWYNERTON, ROBERT, lab
ourers of Southwark, indicted for grand larceny. on 
10 February 1601 at Streatham they stole 5 sheep (26s) 
from John Jodesden, gent. Guilty: allowed clergy (m.11) 

CALENDAR OF ANCIENT DEEDS Vol.I 

B.706 Rutland. Grant by Hugh Browne, kt., to Robert 
Fox, parson of the Church of Ty, John Knot, RALPH 
SWYNERTON and Robert Chevercourt of the Manor of 
Wodhedde with the advowson of the church of Briggecast
erton. Monday before St.Martin in the winter. 
18 Richard II 

SWYN ( N) ERTON REFERENCES FROM PROCEEDINGS I THE COURT 
OF REQUESTS HEN.VII-ELIZABETH, Bundles 1-136. 

Edward (St) xxxiii, 36 
Joan i, 79 
John (St) v, 225, 245 
John i, 79 
Robert (Lin) 
Robert 
Thomas (St) 
William (St) 

cxxvi, 55 
79 
v, 88, 225, 245; vi, 34 
lxxlii, 18 

(Presumably 'St' is Staffs. and 'Lin' Lines. and Roman 
numerals are document numbers and figures are bundles). 

(ex. Mrs.Muriel Reson) 
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THE SWINNERTONS of' ADBAS'l'ON (Part VII) I.S.Swinnerton 

I had not realised it was so long since we had an 
instalment in the story of this branch - there has 
been so much of interest to put in the Journal that 
it has rather got pushed on one side. The last epis
ode was in December 1980 (SFH.Vol.4 No.5) and was mis
takenly headed Part IV - it should have been Part VI . 

However, we can now continue with the story and we 
come to JOHN SWINNERTON, the third son of William 
Swinnerton of Adbaston and Mary Crump, his wife. He 
was baptiaed, as we have seen, at Adbaston on the ~ 3rd 

January 1789. He became a blacksmith like his grand
father, father and brothers but, unlike them, he does 
not seem to have set up on his own but became a jour
neyman blacksmith i.e. a qualified man but working for 
other people. This was, of course, the great age of 
iron and steel and he may have felt that the expanding 
industry of Staffordshire and Shropshire was the place 
to get on rather than stay as a Country Blacksmith and 
Farrier. Certainly he eventually ended up at the 
great Lilleshall Iron & Steel Company where he was 
described as a furnace-smith and eventually was in 
charge of the furnaces. 

For many years his origins eluded us because in the 
Census of 1851 he gave his place of birth as "Newport, 
Staffs." Now Newport is, of course, in Shropshire 
but only by half a mile and I can only think that when 
the Census official asked him (he was then in Dawley, 
Shropshire) he assumed nobody would have heard of a 
tiny little place like Adbaston and gave the name of 
the nearest town. 

He married Sarah Harding at Burslem on the 19 Nov.1809 
when he was barely of age and she was only 18 and I 
think this was something of a runaway marriage. Certain
ly none of either family were present and as his wife 
obviously came from a higher social class, one senses 
some family disapproval ! Their first child was 
baptised almost exactly 9 months later ! 
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Sarah was baptised at Madeley, Staffs. on the 15 May 
1791 and was the daughter of William Harding, the Cor
oner for North Staffordshire and Elizabeth, his wife, 
formerly ELIZABETH SWINNERTON, one of the heirs of the 
Yew Tree Branch. This was the foundation of the trad
ition that the eldest son should always have the name 
'Harding' ("there was money in it") and to this day 
every eldest son has. 

The explanation is quite simple - had Thomas Swinnerton 
of Yew Tree (1691-1768) not barred the entail of the 
family property in a deed of 1740, Elizabeth Swinner
ton would have been one of the co-heirs. Thomas had 
succeeded as a minor and legend says he was ill-treated 
during his minority by his guardian who was his Uncle, 
Thomas Swinnerton, the Clockmaker. He, therefore, 
determined that if his family died out in the male 
line, his Uncle's line would never benefit. Con
sequently, as 2 of his grandsons died in infancy 
and 2 died without issue, the property all went to his 
eldest granddaughter, Mary, and then to the Walthall 
and Milnes families by marriage. 

As the Rev.Charles Swynnerton says (Collections for 
a History of Staffs. Vol.VII Pt.II 1880 p.71) :-

, To the descendants of this Benjamin Swinnerton the " Yew Tree" would have 
fallen if the ent.ail had remained unbarred. He married Elizabeth Turner, hi1 first 
cousin, and died in Auguet, 1770, lening two sons: (1) Jamee, who died abroa<l 
without issue, and (2) Benjamin, of Mill End in .A.udley, who was born 31st July, 
1765, at Newcastle, and who died 28th July, 1838, at Liverpool, having married 
Elizabeth Poole, of Finney Green, in 1798 (born in 1771, died in 1849). Benjamin, 
their father, had also four daughters, namely : (1) Anne; (2) Elizabeth, wife of 
William Harding, of Betley, Esq. ; (3) Jane, who died in Audley; and (4) Charlotte, 
who was wife of Thomas Moyle, of Newcutle-under-Lyme. Benjamin, the 1econd 
t1on, was father to James Swinnerton, who was Mayor of Macclesfield in 1846, and 
proprietor of the Courier newspaper; which James married Mn. Sarah Wright, •e~ 
Siddeley, of Knutsford, in August, 1826, but he died without iuue in February, 1881. 
He had three brothers, Joseph, Benjamin, and Thomu Poole, of whom Joseph, 
born on the 13th March, 1803, and married to Charlotte Spencer, of Manchester, in 
December, 1823, ha.cl four eons, (1) William Walter; (2) Thomu, drowned in 
Australia ; (3) Thomu Poole, of A u1tralia ; ( 4) Benjamin, of A t1.1tralia. 

William Walter Swinnerton, born in LiTerpool on the 23rd February, 1831, 
married Julia, a daughter of Thomas Moylea, of Dublin, a solicitor, and died at 
Bradford on tbe 13th September, 1876, l~Ting four 10n.-(l) William Tbomu, 
(2) James Henry, (3) Walter J0teph, {•) George Frederic, all I belien now in 
Australia; and two daughten, Mary Eliubeth and Juli& C&r0line, now reeident at 
Stone, co. Stafford." {From pedigree pMU• Mia Swinnerton, of Stone.) 
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John and Sarah went to live at Wellington in Shrop
shire where their eldest child, JAMES HARDING SWIN
NERTON, was baptised on 8 Dec .1810. Actually, he 
is entered in the register as James Swinnerton Hard
ing, son of John and Sarah Harding but all subsequent 
legal documents (including his marriage certificate 
and birth certificates of his children) all give him 
correctly as James Harding Swinnerton. 

I asked the Vicar many years ago if he could think 
of any reason for this error and he said that it was 
unusual for a child to have two Christian names in 
those days, he could only assume the Vicar or Church
warden got confused. 

John and Sarah had a 1 arge family of 7 sons and 2 
daughters which was not unusual for those days. As 
he seems to have moved around the Shropshire/Stafford
shire borders in pursuit of his trade, we find their 
baptisms all over the place and 3 I have not yet 
traced although other documents prove they were sons 
of his. 

John died at Dawley on the 26 Feb.1855 and Sarah at 
Shifnal on the 26 Oct.1866. 

0000000 

SHROPSHIRE PARISH REGISTERS (11) 

ATC HAM 

1864 June 23 Richard Wooton of Berrington, Bath & 
Maria Swinnerton of this parish MAR. 

B R I D G N 0 R T H ( S t . M a r y ) 

1791 Dec.4 Sarah d. of William & Mellone Swinnerton BAP. 
1794 Aug.20 Mellone, d. of William & Mellone Swinnerton BAP. 

CLAVERLEY 

1818 June 11 John Charnock of Wolverley & Sarah Swinnerton 
sp. MAR. 
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THEY SERVED THEIR KING & COUNTRY 

As part of this series, I investigated the 2 brothers, 
JAMES and BENJAMIN SWINNERTON who, in the printed his
tory of the family (Collections for a History of Staffs. 
Vol.VII Pt.II), are stated by the Rev.Charles Swynner
ton to have been "in the Cavalry Charge at Waterloo". 
(see Tree of Swinnerton of Shut Lane). 

I wrote to Mr.D.P.Saunders who is the Chairman of the 
Association of Friends of the Waterloo Committee and 
who compiled an index of all the men who were present 
in the Waterloo campaign. 

He replied : 

"Thank you for your letter of the 13th January. Unfortunately, 
neither James nor Benjamin were present in the Waterloo Campaign; 
according to your notes, James would have been about 45 years 
old and Benjamin 38 to 42 years, all a little old for cavalrymen. 

There was, however, a PH.WILLIAM SWINNERTON serving with the 
11th Light Dragoon and it may be that at some time it was decided 
to 'hang a hat on that particular hook'. For your information, 
so far as officers are concerned there was no officer of the 
name of Swinnerton or any variation serving or retired i . e. f .p. 
or h.p. (full pay or half pay) in 1815-16. I am sure you will 
understand the great number of men who claimed to have been pre
sent at Waterloo can be shown to be indulging in wishful thinking. 

You r s sincerely, 
D. P. SAUNDERS 1• 

Now - James Swinnerton "a soldier in the 11th Regi-
ment of Light Dragoons" had a son, John , baptised at 
York (St.Crux) in 1802. Previously he had had a son, 
William, baptised at Stoke on Trent on the 1st January 
1792. It would appear , therefore, that the Rev. 
Charles was given the wrong information and that i t 
was the son, not the father, who was at Waterloo. 

Was it this William who married Elizabeth Sargent in 
1816 and had a son, William, who w-as our Indiar1 Army 
Soldier ? 
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JOHN SWINNERTON 
(3rd.son of Willia• Swinnerton 
of Adbaston) 

bp.3Jan1789 Adbaston 
d.26Feb1855 Dawley 
(JS. 7) 

JAMES HARDING = Sarah Bu•frey 
SWINNERTON 2May1830 
Bp.8Dec1810 Keliberton 
Wellington bp .120ct1806 
d.120ec1880 Worthen 
Dawley aet 71 d .1Mar1885 
(JS.6) S•ethwick 

Fro• who• are descended our 
Members:-

GEORGE ARNOLD SWINNERTON 

DEREK HARDING SWINNERTON 

IAIN SPENCER SWINNERTON 

MRS. MARY PAPPS 

MRS.JANE BARNES 

Sarah Harding 
(dau.of Willia• Harding & Elizabeth Swinne. ton 

of Yewtre ) 
19Nov1809 Bursle• 
bp.15May1791 Madeley(Staffs) 
d.260ct1866 Shifnal aet 79 

WILLIAM = Ann Price JOHN 
SWINNERTON 1Nov1831 SW INNER TON 

= Mary Inga. CHARLES 
SWINNERTON 

Amel i a Breeze 
50ct1846 

b. c.1814 Ke•berton 
d. 

b. 
d. 

bp.29May1825 Shi fnal 
High Offley 

(WS.3) (JS.197) d. 
(CS.28) 

Fro• who• was descended:-

PROFESSOR HENRY HURD SWINNERTON 

! 

1 
FRANCIS SAMUEL 
SW I NNER TON SWINNERTON 

ANNE(AS.21) 
bp.12Apr1829 

bp.2Sep1827 bp.20Jul1834 Stirchley 
Stirchley 
d. 
(FS.27) 

Stirchley 
d. 
(SS.94) 

Tho•as Perrins 

MARY(MS.149) 
bp.4Dec1831 
Stirchley 



THEY SERVED THEIR KING & COUNTRY (1) 
(See SFH. Vol.4 No.8 pp.130 & 131) 

Further research in the India Office Records shows 
that WILLIAM SWINNERTON (WS.113) continued his milit
ary career and on the 1st Feb.1881 was promoted to the 
rank of Hon.Major (Deputy Commissary). He was pen
sioned on the 16th Sep .1882 (his career had spanned 
42 years) and died at Cawnpore on the 2nd Aug.1895. 

He had apparently originally enlisted in the Infantry 
on the 17th Dec .1840 but purchased his discharge for 
£20 on the 23rd Jan .1841, his trade being given as 
'book binder'. Either he found civilian life not to 
his taste or he couldn't get a job because he re-enlist
ed on the 9th March 1841 and sailed for India on the 
S.S. Owen G 1 en dower on the 11th June the same year. 
He is described on his enlistment papers as 5'4}2" tall, 
of fair complexion and with grey eyes and brown hair. 

His wife, Amelia, died on the 20th July 1891 at Cawn
pore "aged 60 years" proving she was only 14 when she 
married. (The legal age was 12for girls in those 
days and 14 for boys) . A misprint occurred on the 
tree, her birth should be c.1831 not 1841. 

Two of William's sons also became soldiers, EDWARD 
(ES.191) joined the 2/19th Regt. but died of periton
itis at Allahabad on the 2nd Nov.1874, aged 23. 

JOHN CHRISTOPHER (JS.341) followed in his father's 
footsteps becoming a Sub-Conductor, Conductor and on 
the 1st Jan.1915, an Ass istant Commissary with the 
rank of Lieutenant. 

On Wi 11 iam ' s attestation papers and marriage certi f
icate, his place of birth is given as Lambeth and so 
he was the son of William Swinnerton and Elizabeth 
Sargent as we thought. 

This now links one of our oldest members, Mr. A. A. 
Swinnerton of Ontario with members Alan John Swinner
ton, Mrs.Mary Martin and Mrs.Marjorie Swinnerton. 

William's grandson (Aysceau F . R.W . Swinnerton) 
served his King and Country and was killed at 
Ridge with the Canadian Forces in 1917. 
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also 
Vi my 

PATENT ROLLS 1442-1462 p.55 (Hen.VI) 

1447 April 28, Westminster 

Confirmation to the king's esquire, THOMAS SWYNARTON, 
kinsman and heir to Philip de Monte Gomeri and to his 
heirs of letters patent dated 20 July 12 Edward I and 
grant to the same of the bailiwick and stewardship in 
the forest of Cannock therein mentioned and of a farm 
and rent of 23s4d which Humphrey Whi tegrave renders 
for the herbage , pannage, chiminage and hays of Teddes
ley, Gavelegh, Allerwas, Chisteleyn, Hopwas and Bentley, 
co. Stafford, committed to him from Michaelmas 24 Hen 
VI for 20 years, with the reversion thereof after the 
said Humphrey's term as soon as Humphrey be discharged 
thereof, with the hay of Oggeley and the stanks, fish
eries, wayffes, strayes, herbage, pannage, chiminage, 
honey, branches, bark, trees dead and blown down by 
the wind or tempest within the said hays and elsewhere 
in the forest with the amercements of swanmotes held 
there and attachments made there, and all other profits 
and forfeitures within the forest and hays, at a rent 
of 24s in the Exchequer. 

By p.s. etc. 
(other entries in this volume pp.127 and 128) 

(ex .Mrs.Muriel Reson) 

SECOND LAY SUBSIDY 

Granted 18 Elizabeth (1575/6) London 

Aldermanbury WILLIAM SWYNERTON 1 
li.. 

x. 1. ij. 

(ex .Mr.Philip Crimes) 

STAFFORDSHIRE EMIGRANTS to CLEVELAND COUNTY (UK) 

(compiled by T.E.Chilvers from the 1871 Census Returns) 

87 Pottery Bank 
James Swinerton. Lodger Unm. 56 

Puddler in Iron Works Born Princes End 

(ex .Mrs.Pauline Saul) 
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WHO'S WHO IN THE SWINNERTON SOCIETY (3) 

Mrs. C. DAVIS · 
174 Chester Road, Streetley, Sutton Coldfield, W.Mids. 

Mrs. Catherine Davis (nee SWINNERTON) is the daughter 
of Joseph William Swinnerton of Walsall (1888-1963) 
and Catherine McHugh, and a sister of our member Mrs. 
M.A. Swinnerton. So far we have traced her family 
back to her great-grandfather, another Joseph, who was 
born about 1815 and who married Sarah Baker. 

Mrs. J. A. HOUGHTON 
14 Elba Avenue, Margam, Port Talbot, W.Glam. SA13 2HU 

Mrs.Mary Elizabeth Houghton (nee SWINNERTON) is a 
daughter of Albert Edward Swinnerton of Wrexham (1886-
1949) and Laura Jane Jones. So far we have traced 
the family back to her great-grandfather John Swinner
ton who was born in the early 1800's and who married 
Eleanor Jones at Wrexham in 1815. Mrs.Houghton has 
been recruiting her family and at our gathering last 
year she was able to meet her brother, Mr.A.E.Swinner
ton and sisters Mrs.Florence Wood and Mrs.Olive Stocks. 

C. SWINNERTON 
235 Devonshire Road, Blackpool, Lanes. 

CYRIL SWINNERTON is the son of Richard Samuel Swinner
ton (1884-1954) and Mary Pemberton and cousin to mem
bers Roy, Douglas and Mrs.King of the cycling family 
with whom he was reunited after very many years at our 
AGM in 1980. He has recruited his grand-daughter, 
Caroline, to the Society as its youngest active member 
and has already contributed a great deal of informatiai 
to our records. Before he retired, he was a Work 
Study Estimator. 

D. G. BROCK 
c/o 2 Talbot Court, Holly Walk, Leamington Spa CV32 4JT 

David George Brock is the grandson of John Wykes and Ada 
Sally SWINNERTON (1879-1940) and a member of the Warwick-
shire Branch. Formerly a regular soldier, he is now 
working in Saudi Arabia. 

- SFH.4 p.174 -

HOW WE/YOU TRACE YOUR FAMILY HISTORY (5) 

Newspapers are a boon to the genealogist. Local news
papers date from the early 1700's and you will often 
find that your local paper's office, library or Record 
Office, will have bound volumes of these which you can 
consult. 

Obviously, the main sources of interest are the ''hatched, 
matched and despatched" columns and sometimes these 
have been indexed. In the William Salt Library at 
Stafford, for instance, there are 3 volumes of 
cuttings of Births, Marriages and Deaths - the first 
volume of which (1793-1820) has been indexed and pub
lished and contains 18 entries for our family. 

Other items of news in the paper can be almost as val
uable; sales of houses, court reports, reports of 
local meetings and - very helpful indeed - obituaries 
and funeral notices. It is often possible to compile 
quite a substantial family tree from the names of the 
mourners at a funeral service. 

National newspapers can also be very useful; The Times, 
for instance, has an index which includes Obituaries 
and Wills, and the Gentleman's Magazine gives a great 
many births, marriages, deaths, obituaries and general 
family n ews for a very large class of business and 
profess iona l men, gentry and landowners from 1731 on
wards . 

There is a National Newspaper Library at Colindale 
Avenue, London which is part of the Reference Division 
of the British Library. Here there is a continuous 
programme, funds being available, of preservation of 
local and national newspapers and many are being 
copied and put on microfilm and redistributed to local 
libraries. 

As you know, we are building up our own collection of 
Newspaper cutting of items relating to our family 
which we hope will be of equal value to future gener
ations. 
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SOME RECORDS OF THE FAMILY IN NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 

POOR RATE BOOK, ST.MARY'S CHURCH, NOTTINGHAM 

THOMAS SWINNERTON, Farands Yard 1784 

The purpose of this book is to list the rates assessed 
on each person (men and women in this case) - they are 
assessed so much on houses they own and on land they 
own in the common fields around Nottingham. THOMAS 
does not have any payment listed against his name -
there are a very few blank like this and he would be 
one! So we can't assess his relative wealth!! 

HIGHWAY RATE BOOK 1796, ST.NICHOLAS' PARISH, NOTTINGHAM 

MR. SWINNERTON living at HOUNDS GATE assessed at 6/6 
- when the 'collectors' call they receive the message 
'will send it' and he does so and settles 6/6 - he does 
not owe any back rates either 

6/6d is quite a large assessment - he must have lived 
in a 'good house ' or had a good trade. I have not 
got far enough yet with this work to tell you exactly 
how he fits into the scale but a quick look only shows 
two others paying more in that street - both Hosiers 
at 10/6. 

NOTTINGHAM BOROUGH RECORDS 

John Wares Bill of Charges for the Prosecution of 
Thomas Manners coming to Nottingham Feb.13 1790 to make 
oath to the Worstd.Gauze House, time and expenses : 
and in a long list appears the line : 

SWINNERTON the Dyer for the Hire of a Horse and for 
attendance at the trial 8/-

(ex .Mrs.Elizabeth Simpson) 

0000000 

Memory is the Diary we all carry around with us. 
(Oscar Wilde) 
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THtY SFRVED THEIR KING AND COUNTRY (2) 

ALBERT RICHARD SWINNERTON born 6 April 1896 in Isling
ton, London, joined the Service Corps in August 1914 
at St.Paul's Churchyard , London. He was sent to Ire
land and served at the Curragh from August to October 
1914 and then in Dublin until May 1915. Returning 
to England, he went to Basingstoke where he stayed 
until July 1915 when he departed for Gallipoli. 

From August to October 1915 he served in the Dardan
elles Campaign and took part in the Suvla Bay landing. 
From October to December 1915 he was in Greece, Serbia 
and Bulgaria returning to Salonika in January 1916. 
In June 1916 he finally left this theatre of action 
and for the remainder of his service until August 1919, 
served in Egypt and Palestine. He served with the 
Headquarters of the 10th (Irish) Division and for the 
final period with G.H.Q. at Acre. 

He reached the rank of Warrant Officer Class II and was 
Mentioned in Despatches. 

On leaving the Army, he entered the Civil Service and 
after 2 years at the War Office, was appointed to the 
India Office which, in 1947, became the Commonwealth 
Relations Office. In 1952 he was appointed to the 
staff of the High Commission for Pakistan where he 
served until 1954 when he returned to the Commonwealth 
Relations Office where he served unti 1 retirement in 
1957. 

For services to India and Pakistan, he was awarded the 
O.B.E. in 1952 and the Imperial Service Order in 1958. 

THE ARMY SERVICE CORPS 

was established in 1794, though it had been preceded 
in the 17th century by various transport corps 
raised for special purposes. It has had man~ 

changes of form and name, such as "Land Transport 
Corps", "Military Train", and "Commissariat and 
Transport Corps". 
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AN UNKNOWN CLERGYMAN 

Our Vice-President, Sir Roger Swynnerton, attended a 
memorial service last September at the Church of St. 
Margaret's (formerly St.Mary's), Warnham, Sussex. 
Responding to my p1ea for members always to keep their 
eyes open for mention of the fami1 y, he spotted the 
name of JOHN SWYNNERTON, 1562 on a board 1isting the 
Vicars of the church. 

He wrote to the vicar to see if he had any information 
on him and was referred to the County Archivist for 
West Sussex who replied as follows :-

"Thank you for your enquiry about John Swynnerton, vicar of Warnham. 
I'm afraid I can't product anything useful. Hennessy 1s Chichester 
Diocesan Clergy Lists indicates that he was vicar from 1561-1564, 
but a brief check of our principal indexes has not provided anything 
about him. His burial is not recorded at Warnham in 1564 or 1565, 
we do not possess his will; and the name Swinnerton and its variants 
does not appear in the International Genealogical Index to Sussex 
(this is the Mormon index to selected parish register entries) nor 
in our two main genealogical collections, the Comber and Challen 
MSS. I notice too that he does not figure in Venn or Fosters 
Alumni of Oxford and Cambridge. 

Your most promising source of information is probably the Dunkin 
MSS in the British Library (Add MSS.39326-39546). These contain 
a great deal of information about Sussex clergy and are always worth 
consulting. But I suspect that even in these the information is 
likely to be meagre. 
I am sorry to send a disappointing reply. 

Yours sincerely 
(signed) Patricia Gill - County Archivist" 

So, we are no further forward as yet, but in our usual 
fashion, we shall keep trying. The Archivist may have 
missed it because of the variation in spelling but 
JOHN SWINDERTON does appear in the Mormon Index for 
Sussex 20 years later when his son, another John Swin
derton, was baptised at Lurgashall on the 29 Mar.1582. 
There was also a John SWYNERTON who married Joane 
Foster at St. Dunstan in the East, London on 27 June 
1563. 
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A SWINNERTON COOK-BOOK ? 

It has been suggested that we should ask all our rea
ders to send us their favourite 'Granny's recipe'. 
With members throughout the world, there must be many 
regional recipes which have been handed down through 
the family and we would like to collect these together 
and publish them in a little book. 

As an example, here is one from Texas 

ZUCCHINI BREAD 

1 cup Salad Oil 
3 eggs, slightly beaten 

2 cups Sugar 
2 cup Grated raw Zucchini 
3 cups All-purpose Flour 

1 teaspoon Soda 
~ teaspoon Baking Powder 

1 teaspoon Salt 
3 teaspoons Ground Cinnamon 

1 cup Chopped Walnuts or Pecans 
2 teaspoons Vanilla Extract 

Combine oi 1, eggs, sugar, zucchini and vanilla in a 
large mixing bowl, blend we 11. Stir in flour, soda, 
baking powder, salt and cinnamon. Do not beat. Stir 
in walnuts. 

Spoon batter into 2 well-greased 8~" x 4~" x 2%" loaf 
pans, or 3 smaller ones. Bake at 325° for 1~ hours 
or until done, less for smaller pans. 

Diana Cunningham, Arlington, Texas 
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New Members. 

Welcome to :-

FAMILY NOTES 

ALEXIS MARGARET SWINARTON enrolled at h 
30 Sep.1981 at Newmarket Ontario, by h=~ birth on the 
Swinarton. ' Uncle, Bill 

~a.MADGE DOROTHEA JACKSON (nee SWINNERTON)    
      

    
. . ac son is a member of the Adbasto ranch and 

si~ter to our members Mrs. Anne Hamer and 
Swinnerton. Miss Joan 

Mrs. ALBERTA KNIGHT (nee SWINNERTON}     
 Mrs.Knigh h 

ter of Arthur Adin Swinnerton (1885-1972) e aug -
Ly Wh't and Alberta nn i e, and a cousin t 
Of Ill . . o our member Fred Swinnerton inois. · 

Welcome back to Mr . ERIC JACK SWINNERTON  
  was ' 

1 d a member in the 
e ar y ays and has now rejoined us. 
a ft e r many years d . . We have recently, 

. . ' succee ed in tieing his famil into 
t he Warwickshire Branch - it was ori'gi'nall y 

Y shown as an 
unconnected branch in SFH.2 No.9 p.38 

CHANGES OF ADDRESS 

:~s. D. R. H~szard to  
. J. B. Swinnerton to   , 

Mrs .Paula Barrett to    
  , 

. 

Have you renewed your subscription yet ?? 

- SFH.4p.180 -

PUBLICATIONS OF THE SWINNERTOR SOCIETY 

Swinnerton Fami ly History 
(The Journal of the Society) 

Vol.1 1974-75 (Indexed) (10 issues in binder) 
Inc.postage - U.K. £2.50, air•ail USA/ClllDI $8, AUSTRALIA/IZ £3.80 

Vol.2 1975-77 (Indexed) (10 issues in binder) 
Inc.postage - U.K. £2.50, air•ail USA/CAIADA $8, AUSTRALIA/IZ £3.80 

Vol.3 1977-79 (Indexed) (10 issues in binder) 
Inc.postage - U.K. £2.50, air•ail USA/CAIADA $10, AUSTRALIA/IZ £4.60 

Swynnerton & the Swynnertons (1971) 
by the Rev.B.T.Swinnerton 

Inc.postage - U.K. £0.75, air•ail USA/CAIADA $3, AUSTRALIA/IZ £1.25 

Swinnerton Family Trees (Vol.1 (1974) 
Inc.postage - U.K. £0.75, airmail USA/CAIADA $4, AUSTRALIA/IZ £1.50 

Reprints of the works of the Rev.Charles Swynnerton • 
No.1 Two Early Staffordshire Charters (1979) 
Inc.postage - U.K. £1.00, air•ail USA/CAIAOA $3, AUSTRALIA/IZ £1.35 

No~2 Two Ancient Petiti9ps from the Public Record 
Office (1979) 

Inc.postage - U.K. £1.00, air•ail USA/CAIAOA $3, AUSTRALIA/IZ £1.30 

No.3 Introduction to "A History of the Family of 
Swynnerton" (1979) 

Inc.postage - U.K. £1.00, air•ail USA/CAIADA $3, AUSTRALIA/IZ £1.45 

***** Please send Dollar Notes (USA/CANADA) wherever 
possible - we can lose as much as 55p in changing 
a $ cheque. 




