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From the Editor's desk 

When compiling the list of donors in the last issue, 
I used the Register of Members and totally failed to 
acknowledge th!"ee very generous donations from: Mrs. 
Pauline Sau~, the Birmingham & Midland Society for 
Genealogy & Heraldry and the Rossendale Society for 
Genealogy & .Heraldry. My apologies and our very grate­
ful thanks to all three. 

I have also since received a donation from Mr.James 
Swinnerton for which our grateful thanks. 

NEWS FROM THE PARISH 

I am sure ~any of you will be very sorry to hear of 
the death of Mr. Wi 11 Watkin in August, aged 71. I 
cannot do better than quote the Rector's words in the 
Parish Newsletter 

"Will Watkin was a faithful servant of his parish 
church for well over half a century. He looked after 
both church and churchyard, led the bellringers and 
was our grave-digger. There was no doubting Will's 
affection for St.Mary's, and he had an unrivalled 
knowledge of church and village. He died suddenly, 
doing what he loved best - ringing in his own tower 
surrounded by his f!"iends. I will miss him very 
much not only for what he did but as a friend." 

Will was a great character who many of our family h o ~ 
got to know well over the years we have been visiti~~ 

Swynnerton, he was always in evidence at our famil y 
gatherings and we shall miss him. 
The new Tower Master is Mr.Len Venables. 
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OUR NAME 

A long time ago I mentioned in this journal some of 
the many different spellings that have been used over 
the ye~rs - we found 40 and even today there are 6 
in use amongst members of this Society. However, 
we are very lucky. A recent article on families 
gave us as one of two examples of a 'small family' 
being researched and certainly we come very, very low 
down on the list of current surnames. If you study 
the following list you will see just how lucky we are. 

THE TEN MOST COMMO~ BRITISH NAMES, 1853 & 1975 

1853 1975 

1st Smith Smith 
2nd Jones Jones 
3rd Williams Williams 
4th Taylor Brown 
5th Davies Taylor 
6th Brown Davies 
7th Thomas Evans 
8th Evans Thomas 
9th Roberts Roberts 

10th Johnson Johnson 

Here is a good example (sent to me by Mrs.Pauline 
Litton) of the confusion that can be caused by var­
iations in spelling. 

MACCLESFIELO,Cheshire. 
St.Michaels Parish Registe r 
1738/9 Sa•uel Willia•s •arried Keziah SWINNERTON 

St. Michael's Bishop's Transcripts. 
(The copy of the Register that was sent to the Bi~hop) 
1738/9 Sa•uel Willia•s •arried Kezia SWAINSON 

Marriage Bond 6Feb.1738/9 
Sa•uel Willia•s & Kesiah SWINERSONS to •arry at ~ utton Chapel. 
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XOTES O~ THE F.t\:\i:ILY OF SWYNNEl~TON, OF SWYN­
SEl~TUX A":\. D OTHER PLACES lN' CO. S'l'AFFOl!D.-V. 

Tff THE l>EV. CU.\TlLl~S SWI:'>~EfiTON1 <.m_;;r •• U!'i IN AFGD.ANIHTAN. 

!). Sir l1o~~r <le Swynncrton, Kt .. , Lord of Swynncrton, ancl of tlao 
manors of Gr~~Lt and Little ' ' Jbrwc," in co. Chester, .arnl Hn:ihtoll, 
n.wl uther m:tll<Jr~ . i11 00. !'.)taffunl, which had Ldougc•<l~to Hugh l>o 
Spe1:scr, Earl of \\'i11ciwstcr. A Grcn.t B:u111c1·ct of E1lw:ml JU, nu1l 
Bar011 of Parli:unc11t. Ju 2 Edw. lI., lHllS, he · wa~ (;ov<.·rnor c1f tlie 
town uf !':>tafford, awl iu I :n 1, of t11e t:il.ro11g liorcll'r cast lo of Har­
Jeb~h ( Hadech 7j, iu Wall's. a Wlic11 llie court w:ni Hplit i11t.o ho8t.ilo 
f;«:tiuns, he joi11e•l (~11ec11 hahclla's party, nnd Wa8 nn :ulhercut of 
Thon:~11:1, E;nl uf La11caster. la 1313, Oct .. lG, he n·ccivc<l a l'ardou 
f0r his share in tlie Earl':; rel>t.:llion, awl fur bciug concerned in tlio 
death of tl.iJ King's favom·ite, Picr!'i U:wcston. 'l'lie let t.crd patcut 
co1:\·L'Yi1w the }1arllu11 :ire in Frcncli,-" l>on n \\'cist.mosl.icr le 
:i:vi j~ur 

0 

<l~ Oct•Jl>rc. Ant idles lcttres de p1mlu1111 out kli sonsl'rits 
de mot eu rntJt c'cst a. s~woir •. , Among the uauw;i of 110Llcnu~n 
and knights thJt fullow is that of Hoger de 8wy1111erio11: '-' lt i::J 
cvi.fc11t, therefore, tu~t lie t•>ok part iu the sic~e of :-::rnrhorongh, 
wliich w:iis hclJ for the fo!!itive kiug hy G:wc:-;:1111, :1ml tl1at lie 
wit ?iCSSCtl the CXCCll Li OH of that fa-.·011rite mi uist<~I' al"! c:r Jic h:.tJ 
falh:n iuto the lia11ds uf the "rnack J>og" vf Wan•ick (l~Jl~). 
In tl1c ~a11ie yc:tr (lHl:i) hewn~ c11rolled n111011g- tho d1ief~ who wero 
to accu1:1p:u1y th·..: k i11;_! "nd part es tra11is1nari11ad." c I know not if 
he w:.!:i pn: . .;•_•11t at lb:1110ckl111rn, l111t i11 I :S~l 110 wn!i n.~aiu in nnr,:i, 
c.11tl was made (;, •\'cr1111r of Ecdcshall C:t~I le 1l11ri11g tl10 \':tC:tucy of 
the 1:i~h1111ri<.: uf Licl:lidtl n11d cl)\'Cllt.ry, t•) whid1 it l1du11;.{L'd. tl 

lu 1:-32~, lie i11tlst lia\'c l 1L'1.:ll laig-li iu f;ivuur ,,jtl1 either ti1e Kin;_! {'r 
Queen, si111.:~ i11 t liat ,rea1· lie was 111a1lc ( :11vcnwr oft Ii·~ Tuwcr of Lon­
<l•:>ll, \\ lnTc tl1c (~11"e11 was at that time residi11g. • 111 tlic H:1me year, on 
tl1u ~Ionday awl Tncs1hy next after 8t. Pot1!r atl \'iucub, 2 nnd 3 
Aug•tlit, lie prodncccl the 110toriot1H Mortimer!!, then in liiii cm~tody, 
bcfuru tlic jutlgc:o1 Loth at Wt•st.111i11bt.cr U!l(l iu t.hu Tower. 1 Ou 14 
Nuvc1nl>cr, being Htill C11 :1:-Jt.al>lu uf the Tower, 110 was one of tho 
Assessors and Collectors of tl10 Tenth :rnd tl10 8iltla gr:~utcd in tho 
Parliament at York. 1 In the same year he \\'i\.'i onu of tl1e '' mam1-
captors,'' his brother Stephen being the other, for the i.;o•t<l holmviour 
of Peter. Earl of N ottingh;\m, n.n adherent of the Enrl uf Lancastnr, 
"'ho had beeu discharged from priHon. h Iu lli23, l>eing still Con­
stable of tho Tower, he was one of. the Commit6Hiouera nppointed Ly 

• Burkc0

11 Common11 of .Englnncl. 
a. Rymer'a }t'ceclcrn, Tol. i. p. Zll. The name of l:iir John Sw1Qnorion, Kl, of 

Repyu<lon and liilt.oo, i~ &180 iu tl.ie list. 
• ibid. p. 212, Pa. 6 EJw. 11., p. 2, m.9. in Tower of LoAdon (Wh&t expedition 7) 

11 Burke'& Commons of Knglnml. 
• Burke'~ C~mmooa of Engfaud. ll.un_ic an1l t:imollett'a Jliatorf· 

t Puolicatto11-< of tbe UcconJ Comm11.111oner11, vol. u ., 26:j: &';. 
• lliid. a. Ibid. vol. i., 647 : 66. ' 
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E•t\', n.i·d II., t<J take t Lo n:c.1gniz:mce oi tlie l\faycr anJ Aldermen of 
Lond on. 1 11117F1l ward11., 13:23-4, he r0ceived a writ of militnry 
:-;cn ·iee. j It ~ pp C';1 rs t.o iia vc liecn uuder his Goveruorsl1ip of the 
'l' •> \\ Gr th n.t lt <;~cr ~if orU1i1c;r \\':tl'l prm1 i t.t <; <l tu esc:t1;e ( 1323-J ). In 
l:L'. ·~ iie v:;1s :-. tlllil1101i ·d t() ~tt te11d the '· Gn.:.1t Council," n.ud was 
1\.c:c11i'(ti11.,_dy rct 1111 1,.,1 by tlie Sl1 cl'iff uf ~t:t!fonlshiro, i'.U pursun.11cc of 
;~ x:~t tn.!,::: ;d. \\'v-.1.1 11i 11~:wr 011 ~ :i: :ty. k f u 13'.?iJ, in llibry '1.'crm, 
he "'.ts di,·t:t:t.ly l:u111JJ1i;-,:-:i•J!lcd Ly I he Ki ng to execute s1.;11tenee uf 
d!':d !1 011 j 11·111 ')' 'l'y, s, :<.11 ~,dlll..:re11t of 'fliu1n:ts, Earl ()f L:mc:asttr, 
t!w l~i11g'1-1 hr" t L1·r-iu-hw, a1H1 of H111 npl1rcy de .Bo!tun, K~rl uf Jl cre­
f'()nl. 1 In ] ; ;~< ; \\'c ~.; tili Ji11 1l l1ir11 e•m:-.talilo vf tbe T1)\\'l 'l'. in Ju 2 
Ydw. Il l ., l~~:2 ~ l, :111 ]11 r111is '!iu {Ji/ '/IW<l clr111/lllll11 w :t S lit:ld, tu cnr1uirn 
' ' l1:·' 11cr ~il' i: tJ:!'l'i ' d ,; Swyn11,·rto11 llli :-:· l1t 11tit l1a\'C.' view of Fnrnk 
] '~ . :,..;, 1·, aL-11 l 1 1Lu ,g-~;1 , tl 1" r, anJ Uu tJ:111gc11tl1cf', i11 lii~ lllitl!(Jl' uf Swyn-
11 cl'l..J11, :u1d 1l1u illll\:lld ll Wl tt vf th·~ as~i zc or !;read fllH.1 ale Lrokc n 
1u1d d n1n k Lv tho rncll n.ml ten:l!JfH l•f tlie 1'3:mw manor, to h old to 
ii i111 :\.lid J1ih i;t~in, fo r evcr. ]).Ltc<l a t ~urtl1 at 11pto 11 l 1itl1~lay. 11 Ju 
t.Lc :-:L111 1; ) ' .. :r he \\'; t :-, f1.111 id liy :t1111tlH·r iJJquisitiuu, chtecl at Li JJ coln, 
t <1 iJe p<;.-;. 1::::.;L·tl v r' tlic f'111·1 · ~t v i ·• 1.i::rwe," (;u11tai11iug CIJ(J "ru!1{J l'a er, 
L·.:;11:t fulia ant c1 .rtic11111 11 u11 ~iurb11ti: L' ex ()r,1 0:11i sfl i0110 ltcgis <.;L <1111,d 
id J'ut<..·:-,t :;11n:i1!1·?·c ." 0 I n 1 ltl.! t;;l! !le year lie lie1J a curn:1 1:rn<l 111 : <1• .. ;r 
t!c ,; yot l•o J\ i1 1,:..; l':<l\\:t l'(l 111. in li is fj r::;t exr1e<lition n.g;i,iw,;t the beut~ , 
bein;; thu11 :l 1' lliglit JJ:u1nerct. I' For his expCi 1ses iu tliiti war, ns well 
ns l'ur hi s att c•11d :11 1<;0 011 Quc<;n hmhlh durin6 tlte time lie W;i.:-; Con-
81 :tl dc 11f tlie 'l'o\\'er, lr e li:u! an a ~::-; i gnatiu11 out of the Exehc1111cr, of 
.i:J J;") j; l,.; . td . '1 111 Ll:~~ (Feh. Hi ), lie w:ts a~·,~ in 1:mrnmuucd iu tire 
i~ i.:,'.,(

1

::l ll:Ulil! 1o wit l1:-ita11d tire Scutt'. r fo 7 EJ IV. I J.l. rn:.rn, lie LdJ 
:l di.-;~i1 1 g1 : i~liud (.;ulun:;.11d at till: l1: Lt t i.J of Jhdid<1ll Hill , aml ~h:u·l.!d in 
tlic i:;11I J.-a: 1111en t i:;i1~ge tuHl. c:1 ptttre of Herwitk. ".l\l o11l-5ieur ltoger 
de ~''' j"lllltrL011" wa:-i 01H; •J f tir e tw c:1 1ty-five chief com111awlcrs of t he 
l\i11 g'~; army wlw i:;igllcd tli <; cu1111t.cl'j •: r t <Jf the ftrt.iclcs uf e:1 pitub.ti<JH 
made licL\n;t· 11 t lie E .. 111" t> f 1':11 1•Lrncl 1111 :ll0 uue ~ide, a11d l \dric.: k. Dun­
uar, Earl of .\L mJ1, :u,J <1tl11..: r~ wi tliill the c:btle :u1tl tuw11 uf Ucrwick 
ti ll the uLl1<.:I'. 8 la l :~~~' JI 11gl1 le Jkspc·nse1·, Earl of Winc.:hcsrnr, 
li:tviug beL' ll a ;. t.ai11ted, furf~itcd Iii$ klHl i-; . 'l'bctie lauds, ur 11:..i.rt of 
t.li e1n, th1: 1\ 1 1 1~ grarit ud t<> Sir l:"~cr J u Swy11ncrto11, both for }1i 1> good 
HCl"\'iC<.:ti in \\'HI', :u11l in unler tJi:u, Ji e might Udtl'r Sllf't10l't his ne w 
d i)..';llity uf B :tt111cret .. t 'l'lie fir~t ~ r: lllt, cu11l'ii ~ti11g of the mauor vf 
",\Lig11:t J~ · tn\t·j" i1 1 <n Cl w:-. te r, wi th a ll hlltb i11 Hm,l1w11, Cornfield, 
Au stenfidd, :111Ll C:ddou , i11 c.;o. SL~tlru r<l, W<.8 llla<lc iu l~.W ·l. t l11 the 
1>a1uo year li e fiirt:icr reccivc1l tlic nian (J r of Little " J.:arwe."u Tho 
Ki11;.;-'s Cli:ut1; 1· cc1nveyi11g these b1lils iti <.tatcd n.t Nottingliam, lG 
July, all<l cu1H.:lude:-; tlimi :-
------------ ----- -·----- - ----

I :\l:lcl ox . lli !-. t. d Ex cL<:q . f' n.rcl1. Com. Vl)]. i., }> . 6H. 
i Pulil. o:· l: LT" 1d C"lll. , y,,J. v., (; 17. k Jlii<l. vCJ! i., G:l7: GG. 

1 Piac ita 1 ~d. , 1 u Lliu J..,rd tl,e; Kiug a t \Vu11l.ni!1..i,.,tcr. lf ilary T..:rm, 1325. 
•u H11:·k t/!-. i:,:-;1inct h .:cr:. 1-';e . u fn·1uii;iti1n10,;. Mum. 11,: t Sb.fford. 

o Calund. Jr111. :•d <juo. l cla111 1: 111n. P .IJ1Jrk .. ,"s Cvw111oui; of En{;larnl. 
•1 J;1;rk<;'1; Exti1,c: l'cc iage. r Hot. 8cot. vol. i., ';2 1. 

gy w e:r'8 l"w.l1 r:i., y,,J. i i. 1•t. ii ., p . t;1;:1, 1333 . Hot. l::\!ot. m. 14, iu 'l'owe:rof Lendon. 
• (;;d cucl. l \.11 t. l 'aL. u ltiid, l'· 120. 
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"ConlSi,lemtionc pnemissorum ac oblentu foudn.hi1i:i ob:-;cq11ii 11t10d 
idem H.ogC'rus 1101,is iJHlics impendit co11cedim11s <JIH.Hl ipso habeat ot 
rcti11ent. Hil>i ct h<crc<lihm1 1rnis mn.ncrium de Mag11a Barwe in Gl•lll. 
Cestriw cum pcrtinc11til>is nc omnes terraR in vil1is <le lt111:1liton, Corno­
ford, Aust.c11fchl in com. Stntl:, qurn fucruut pncfati Hugoui :; lo 
Dispen:::;er." v 

Th ese g rants, s:tys Ormcrv<l, " wcro in part of three l1mt<irct1 
p011nds w~rth of bud fur the s11pportiug of tho state of l lanHcrnt 
for life." \ 

Ju 1335, on ~I :trclt 27, he agai11 recdvrnl ordl'rs 'J meet tl~e King 
wit.h h•Jn;cs and m~n at N ewc:i.s t.le-011 'l'JIW. "' In the tle,·astnt111g war 
wh icl.1 enfinccl (Jil:) ~)-leH7), li e pl n,y~1l a diRtinguif>hed nrnl pn1minc1~t 
rnrt., :11111 Oil the ::!Hnl .\ pril, 1mn, li e w . t8 raised to tho peerage by wnt 
wiLh tlw t itle of lbro11 :')\\'y111:cr t.011 , of Swynm~rtun. Y 

In t lie same y ear, Lord Hng-or Jo Swy11ncrt.011 agreed tu serve tho 
Ki1l" with twent.y men-at -n rms or more, under the commrmd of 
'l'li o~ias Beancha111p, Earl of "rnrwick, iu a fresh expedition into 
S(·1)tl:rnd. • lll t lie srunc yen.r he wns comrnissioucd li.Y the King to 
pt:l.li l-5 11 an<l ex 1111 '>e to tho <'lerg-y n.rnl peo1)1C in co. Stalford, a sclae1lulo 
rC'ht.ing to the ul1ligat. in11f.i e11tere<l into by the King's t~H1~>aio;:-mdors .to 
nvoid wn.r Lctween Engl:u1\l a11d Fr:i.11ct•." lie held a snmlar commis­
sion OU Feb. 22, in tl1c yrar rn::>s. b Later Oil in the same year ho 
<lied, n.p{i:U"cntly in th e midst of his career. 0 Jle was the most di~­
tinrrui~:ilicd of tho ~wy1111crto11s, and so greatly esteemed by l11s 
So;crcirr11 th:tt 110 mnrried hi8 sou 'L'hot11:18 to the tsistcr-in-law of the 
wife of' ~kchrnnl Lite Ulack l'rince. 4 1Je left t"cvcral children by hi15 
wifo, n. lady n:u11cd ~l:1rg: trut ,oJr n,mo11~ whom were- · 

(1.) ltobcrt, a. priest., who sncceoded liim." 
(2.) Thomas , heir to his hrothcr Hobert. c 

(8.) Il11111rl1rey, ancestor of tho 8wyn11ortuns, of Eccle!-!l1n.ll. • 
( 4.) ltid1nnl, of Clwrlctou. In.19, E·~wn,nl 111., l~HG, .HIC.ardns 

de 8wyu11erto11 ha.J tho_ Kmg s li ecnse to mako a pilgrrnrngo 
to Home, "Uum duolms capcla.ni fl , duobus valcctis, duobus 
r•areionilrns ct d110u11s c'pliti." t J Lo left n. sou Thomas, who 
~1 1rn Ellw. l lf., 13G8, gm11ts latu.lti in Shelton, within tho 
fooff of Swvuncrton, to cert:lin pcrdons specified.• 

The followi11~ is a li~ t. of Sir H.oger's lau<ls, in Staffordsl~iro ·a.tone~ 
on the dny of bis <loath :-

Corneford, Cert 'l'crr 
Hushtou, } 

· Austcufcld, · · 
Caldon, 

,. Ibid. Lih. o. p. 16!'1-6. V. Now Edition of Ormorod's Cho!ildro, hy Hc!shy, vol. i .• 
p. 71"2. w Dato1l n.t Notting-hnm. lfot Scut., vol. i., p. :iii3, St~fford. 

Y Jlnrli<l'~ F,,.,tinct Pccrn g-e . • Jhtc1l at Stamfor1I. ltot. Scot vol. 1. P· 400. 
" H.ymors I•'rudora, vol. ii. lJL 2, p. 994, Claus. 11 Edw. HI., pa. 2, m. 28, d. m Tower 

of Lo11d1m. 
b Ibicl. p. 1013. c Burke's 'Extiuct Pcorn.g-e. d V. futul'o papor. • V. futu~e P!'l>er. 

t l~yin . Food., vol. iii. pt. 1, p. 5:J, 19 J:;dw. III., 13-!5, m. 4. Hot.. Frnno. in '.lo•or 
London. 1 • • • • • 

• (Noto}-Huntbach MSS,, vol. ii. p. 67•. Sho1s 11a1d to have boen Jmng m 18i~. 
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Swynncrton ~hnor. 
Ull: .... liall, } 
U sd wall, ,, Ttrr. Ten. 1 

S11).'.'gc11li:1ll, j . 
10. Sir Houl'rt 1lc f-'wpmerton, Kt., arnl Priest, 11 tcnt.h lord, cl1lcRt 

H(•Jl of H:1ro11 8\\'JllllOl"t<H1. l Hi:-1 ll:tn11..: occur-> in :\ deed Lvari11~ dat.o 
~!-3 E.lw. 111., 1:;.1a. in wl1ich. "Hnl.e1·t11s <l1,mi1111s ,le S\':.,·imt"rtnn,, 
~i\· 1.· s ll10 111:rnor~ ,,f I>t·serl! al!•1 J;adl'iil1:t!l, ;\l Ecd1·sl1aH _11 !: ·! ~ L 1 kotc, 
in rn. St:,li~·r•l, t11 lii!i l1n1~l:cr Jf 1111·.plm·:: :11111 l1is heirs. J .-.. • .:;ir.;;u;.; 
lv Uni11·r .. d, he died iu .f lil!l:, :,!;; J-:dw. 11I.,1:; W, k.1,·in~ !1is brollici­
'l'l11•11l:::i iii~ l1cir.1& Buutuach :.l..'i'.':i~u~ lii:; death tu l~HU, and <\gain· 
tol:>;'.;l.l 

U. Sir Thom:\s Ile f.;wyn1wrt.nn, Kt., devl'11!.la Lc.r.1 of :-";wynrii:-rton, 
;mc.1 lr• the conrtt:!'\" ,,f En:..:l111d, ill ri :.:!1t of hi~ wife, luril of Dray· 

, J .. . I • • 1 • J . ' I . 
l1rt1ok1: C.t.-. tlc, id tl11 : 111 ·111 . .i· (•al.1 ·1! I. · L:-,t:11ldl!l', n1 : t•l 1:111l :; 111. 

1~ . 1 ~ 1 . : .. ;1, C·ll"krn11, J: ::.-t••I :, I >i-..!ttir:: li, :11111 \\\:l.!1111, nll in ~~ortl1nn1!•­

;nn .• l. !r.:. 111 Jr, . Ill I. ,,·1l .\L111 1 l d1 ' ! t .. 11:t 1: .f, :-,i .... : L'l° of Tli.Jlnas J lollawl, 
1-::Lrl .,f J\c.:11l, an1l :-i ;:; t1·r -i11 -law ,,f Edward II I.'::; co11 . .;i11-~crmn.11, Juan 
l'hilt.1!.!C11d, tho "F:1ir .\l:.i1l of Kc:1t,'' wlin w:l:; aftt!f\Y:t r<l:i tl10 

l'n , 1 n:~ :-5 ,,f W:tlu:, ";f.? of l·>hrard tk: l!'.ac:, Pri1:1~c. n Sl1 1!ic1l in 
] ;~:il, a. j , .. ,, n; :, 1 1~ ! 1~ l1t :1' .. 1 e the rh: ,1t i1 t•f lie:•· l111sL:rnd." She w:~8 

l1.tr:1.:il i11 ;..; \·,·1:.1t rt 111 1 C 1 1 1~rd1. Jt 

~ i r 'l'i.011 ;: .".., :---. .. \ .i : i:• r t •1i1, Ji:.l' iii;-; f;~t i1n·. \\·; , s fa1:11,1J;-; :1i ;t ~11l1licr. 
j l c W;

0

L"i j f 1b! iari:~s tv i-: ,: war1l 111 . ( r. \\ ':mi r11l11.; :1-:d1> . .i\ n.:IHl'lllo.;.;ia, 
vol. i ~:.!, p. n:l). 111 }i~;;.:-; he l°<~L'L"in;1 ~ tlie J\i11~'s letter . ..., ::f }ll"C•l1.:<.:tiou 
V• !;\' bt yo11t.l tl1c !::'.1.::1:-{, ac<;1m1p~ll.Y.111g tl_i0 ;, rmy to l• 1a.11Jcr~, m~J. 
t 11.:, ce to France. q • lu ]{i :rnd 11 1'.tlw. 1 B·12--i, lie v;n.s l L~h 8her11l 
'..1f <.~o. St.df1 .r1l, a po.-;t vf h1· hi;.J1et imp11rt:mc:c ti:ru than it ili now. 
~ : 11 c1.; it i11 :11111 ·11 tlll; :1tpn:n!•..: n~iiit:lry c.:11111!n:l!ld, i<wlcr tl1c l\?11!.%, ,,f 
1 h0 wl •. ti; !-.i1in·. r 111 17 l·>hr. J1 i., 1:~43 .. 1, !t~ W:IS ti1c Kin;.(d 
l'.•cLc-:t\.ll r in ~t:i!i< · rd ;-, i1 i rl:, :1l :• l 1H1 1 i Oct1°l1 t:r :1n i111p1i..,it.i11H 1111 'Jllutl 
tl111. iJ11U l l was licl ·l Ii, f11l'l' bi:n at Si.:tfji,r.1, :1t<.:u :-di11;.{ tv Lho tenor or 
tlic J\ill~!'s writ, \d1 ~ 11 the jurors dedart·tl, on oath, tliat it would not 
lie to tl1c i!:\111:1~e uf tl1l: Ki11g- to grant p-.:ruii.-;:; ion t.o J!:ilpl1, .E:\tl of 
~tafl~,rcl, allll .\L1rg:u·d. Iii:> wi!c, :uhl Jl11mpl1rcy ,!:! Ha-;h11~, Arc!~· 
d t: :ll:•ilt v!' Liddidd, :'11 r tl1 e i1· s., 111 .'i \\l:i . .:11 they !1 ;11! dcj Jartl'1l 1rom this 
!iii· :~1111 r .. :· tl: t' ..... . : i!H 1.f ti.cir ::ll("L':i'. · 11"S , :u:cl th·ir IH:i rs, a11.l for tho 
::,11\ 1.I..; , ,i · :di t lic !·:.it:1f:d d:·1 1:.rt0 ·1l, !•J r., :;:i l a l1 •oll:-\C l)f .\u;-,tia Fri ~ll°S 
al Fi : 1 ·J.ri~~' , ll":: 1· :-) t; ~ :; ·, ,rcl. • 

i: From t l1u Fi1 ~. lieil •< r~ !:. rord · . l.:i.·u 11 1 1~ ~· ct ,;..;1:11 :.11y of tho !:1.1 .: :!I. p. hl. vf 
t!.O S·/;y1JU('r(OJ1. · of :-i 1; \ \ 111"1 to> I. 

i. ·1 1 .. . t 11 ·.· : . :'.iS~. v .. 1. i:. I· · 1;1 ... ~! .r:-..r.l. 
I IJ. i. t. Ai ,.. .. CHll • r.•· i. l l.1 '. ! 1..~\': i. · !.:':. ~1:,··:,; y, p. 110. 

i. :\ .:: w ;:,!iiir. 11 . . 1 1 11·:1:i !·•·'. · h•l . :. l' ~I~. . . , . 1 •. '~·.'. : :-- . · .:it. :-:it:.!L•r•l. 
.. , \ ·. L.1 • ·: .\ ! ::·: · ' ·" '" '": • : 1' ~ " 1 1 . ln1 ,1:1 1.1•1 l•- 11. , , ;, r. 0 .1\'. Ill. 

11 :,1...; . ;,; :;, f .i. u-.;, ,; ,,!,\i!?...: a11•l C1i 1 ~: .. (",t1~ : h1 · i,j . .!'t ·. 
~Her fo •p•! ... itio p. w. : ;~ L.J,1·. l !l. J\Cl:••rJi11g t\J lfuntl1:~c!.J i-ho w:i.s !cfL ~widow 

:me! livi11 0- 1u };;t.i l . 
1• l'lnc . or.•. nt!. 111:1 ri c-;, .\iS. r•\ p. 1:17. 

•1 l~j'Ul. r· .. .. i. p. l'•·I:! , :\ :c 111:ill . !'· J. it : T r1\\'cr Lo!11ion . 
' :--; ir ~i:11 t > :-a ~'·~.-· :..: 's .. \!:--·. ; ... S: · .. ;r,.;:U. 

• /,,,,,,(,. ,,tf 'I"'" '° i/·111111 . :\v. ;t:J. l'· >7J, S.1!t Li hr~r~·. Stilfl°l•rd. 
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NOTE~ ON THE l•'i\1'\lf,'f OF SWYN"Kr-:1rroN, Cu. fffAFro1:1>. 21) 

\Vhcn w:ir raged n.g:tin lHitween E11ghuHl aud Franco, ~ir 'flwm:t:i 
d~ Swynncrton wu.a our.u more in the field. He very probal>ly broke 
lanl'e n.t Crccy, as <lir1,;d.ly after t.lio cng:1gcmcut lie was w!tli tho K i11rr 
:Lt tho isiego n.ucl c1•ptnrc of Caln.is, i (13-!G-8). Ho wns at l1omo 
ngn.in in 13!>1, and iu th:Lt yeal' gave .o. receipt. of rent vf 108. to .las. 
de 11_ypc, Kt., which he se:dcd with a scn.l c11grnvc1l with tho Swynnc•r­
i<1Jl :sliidJ, allCl u. crest c011:sisti11g of n. clrn11d d 1: }·r 1td 1irnctl 
wiilt t wn eagle's ft::tthcn1. u Tlteso wcro prub:t~ly tliu 11101"0 aneic1it 
i:i. · ~uia of the fan1ily, 1Si11c0 at that time !tis crc:-.t was a bv:u· 
::; tataut. v 

I le ll cxt n.ppcn.rs to havu been on scrvico in Scot.b .ud, for in 31 
E d w., 13.;7-8, 14 October, thrre is n.n h;gno Holl n:-i follows:--" To 
;-)ir Tl10: 11:ls de Swynncrto11, Knight, 1ntc1y taken in the wn.rs of Scot­
hn(l , i11 lllt)lH.:J pai1l to him of tl 1c I\ iug':-; gill for ltis rarn;orn, &c., 
£1 00."" Anrl agitin in 13.J!), a co111mi 0ci sion \\';lS iss11cJ for the purposo 
of i11denmif'yi11:; hirn for ccrtn.i11 St.:titt:h ·p1· i:-;011ors of h is wl10 had 
e~c:tpccl. ll ln 135~, the ]{ iug's <;(Hllmis5iuu, " pro regardo pro Cl)lll­
w urnntibus super cnsto<lin Johanuis do Francia. nputl SaYoyc,'' 
wn.s Jirecteu to him and to Hugh <lo Swy1mcrto11. Y '!'his was an 
un.ler charging him to snperi11tend those pers•ms who h:ul tlw care of 
Kin:; .1 uhn of Fmucc, the 1wi:-.oncr of' PoiLiers, at the S:Lvoy P.dacc. 1 

He diec1, n.cconliug t0 Om10rod, in Dcccmbc1·, 35 Etlw;\rd IIl., lBfil. 
He i<..:ft iswc-

(1.) l~ohcrt, who RHCC:<.'c:1lcd him.~ 
(2.) W1lli:im, ancestor of tho ln.tcr Swyuncrtons, of Swynncr­

ton." 
(3.) H ngh (1) 
(4.) Ali~c (7) who irn'..rricd Sir ,lolrn Creslcy, wl10 w:u; High 

~hcritf of co. Stnfford in 4li Etlw. 11 l., 1:~7:..! -B, awl who 
dic<l s.p. iu JBCl4. i. 

Au ombl:1~011n1c11t of n. war Hl:lrnl:11"1l, :u:erilic1l to Sir 'l'homa:-; <le 
Swynncrton, ma.y l,o soon at thu C11lkge of A n118. 

1.l1hcro iti irnother 
at tho Willi~m 8lllt Library, StaffurJ. Thoy differ only iu tho 
m otto. That nttho Collcgo of Arm:'!! ii-; aH follows:-

Tl1e Cruss of St. George - Per foss of four, or a111l 11::itre-1m <J tl 
n r t, g-org c1l with :\ colh1· 1121u·I', wltieh is g:~rn ii·d1 c ll with i-;ix hczantli, 
~. l.u:u· Mt :tt.rnt aryt·nt, t11sketl 11r, lwarillij in his ll1011t.h au npf'lu or 
Jh l ll lC~ r:l. ll a te t'l.' l'l, UctWl'Cll t.hn!u d:ti!)y-t.11ft;; lll'f/1'//.l in cltiof :i111l llS 
m:1.11v ..... ame11t iu ha.sc- AVAUNTUHl·:z 1n·-i11 chief a daisy-tuft arg1·nt 
oml ""in b :tse nnother-MA1u..:m:z .AVAUNT-in chief thr~c J1Lii;y-tufta 
argent and as many in b:\se-border ar!Jmt n.ml saUe-molto a.r!1mt. 0 

t llotllc•i:m Lihrnry, A nt.hflllY Wood, MS. E. 11. 
u Seals :111J A rrns from orig inal ,.;1111rcc .~, St :d:'unl, :\Is. •1114. v Col11!g'O vf i\ l'ffilt. 

,.. ls.suo l~ull, Michaelmas. :11 1':.lw. Ill., U«>l'Y nt. Stafford . 
• c,11. Got. Pat. p. 110. >' 1<ym FwJ., vol. iii. pt . i. p. 4la, iu Tuwor, Lon1lo11. 

• .MSS. at C.:olleg-e of Arms. Harl. ;\f8S. • Huntuacb M~S. vol. ii. p. mo. 
b Pedigree of the Grl)sloy!! in Shaw's l:iistory of 8toko. 

c Ai:a.nturer occurs in Cotgmvo's .lt'runch Dictiounry, lt350. A mo.Jorn emblazon· 
ml·~it of t.bis st&nd.-u·d, from tho Collc~o of Arms, ill among th1> Fitzhorbod records a 
S wynnorlou. 
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WHO'S WHO IN THE SWINNERTON FAMIL 

The Rt.Hon.LORD STAFFORD 
 

(5) 

Our Patron is the 14th Baron Stafford and is descended 
from William FitzHerbert who married ELIZABETH SWIN­
NERTON (died 1616), younger daughter and co-heiress 
of Humphrey Swynnerton of Swynnerton and Hilton - the 
last of the Swynnertons of the old line - who died 
in 1562. 

D. H. SWINNERTON 
  

DEREK HARDING SWINNERTON is the only child of Harding 
Swinnerton (1885-1972) and Clara Elizabeth Cooper and 
is a cousin to the Secretary and members Mr.G.A.Swin­
nerton, Mrs.Barnes and Mrs.Papps. He and his family 
visited this country last year for the first time for 
many years. He is a member of the Adbaston Branch, 
being a descendant of John, the 3rd son of William 
Swinnerton of Adbaston. 

Sir PETER SWYNNERTON DYER FRS. 
  

Sir Peter is the 16th Baronet and succeeded his father, 
the late Sir Leonard Schroeder Swinnerton-Dyer in 1975 
and also took his place as a Vice-President of our 
Society. A descendant of Thomasine SWINNERTON, gr~nd­

daughter of Sir John Swinnerton, Lord Mayor of London 
in 1612,who married the 1st Baronet (Sir William Dyer), 
he is Master of St.Catherine's College, Cambridge and 
recently Vice-Chancellor of the University. 

Mrs.Robert ELLER 
   

Mrs.Mabel Grey Eller (nee SWINERTON) is the daughter of 
Fred Wilkinson Swinnerton (1867-1959) and Marion Allar­
dyce. She is at least 3rd generation American and 
possibly more but we have yet to find out who who grand­
father Algernon Swinerton was. 
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S. K. ARMITSTEAD MA. 
   

Sydney Kenrick (Ken) Armi tstead is the son of Wi 11 iam 
Kenrick and Maria Gezina SWINNERTON ( 1892-1978). A 
member of the Society's Council and a keen genealogist, 
he is our principal researcher and authority on the 
Swinnertons of Warwickshire of which he is a descendant. 
He has also traced many of his family lines and has 3 
separate descents from the same man - Sir John Savage 
temp. 1390. Head of Modern Language at the Royal Naval 
Col lege, Dartmouth, he is also a keen photographer, deep­
sea sailor, County Commissioner for Sea Scouts and a 
producer for the Amateur Theatre. 

C. L. SWINNERTON 
   

  
COLIN LEONARD SWINNERTON is the son of our member Leonard 
Swinnerton and nephew to member Wi 11 iam Swinnerton of 
Shotton. A former Treasurer of the Society and still 
a Council member, Mr.Swinnerton is a member of the Betley 
Branch, being a descendant of Ralph, the 3rd son of 
William Swinnerton of Betley. 

Mrs. H. JONES 
   

  

~rs.P.azel Jones is a member of the Betley family and a 
grand-daughter of Jane SWINNERTON (1863-1959) who married 
Joseph Car~er. Jane was a great-granddaughter of Ralph 
the 3rd sor. of William Swinnerton of Betley. Mrs.Jones 
has done a lot of work on the descendants of Ralph who 
emigrated to Canada and New Zealand and some years ago 
wro te an article on the Village of Swynnerton which 
appeared in 'Staffordshire Life' and also the Introduc­
tion · to the Rev. Brian Swinnerton' s booklet 'Swynnerton 
& the Swynnertons' which was published in 1971. 
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.\ PEDTC:HEF. SHOWDW THE PROIU£1LE CONXECTin~ Of!" Tiit. 5\rYX~El:Tll\"S OF 
~WYN.t\ERTON, OF HILTO~ .. \~D OF ECCLESll .\LL, 1-!rn .\:"D 15m l'1::nu:IE,-. 

This pedigree de011 not pretend to he ccrbinly correct. It is pnt fonvar•I in the hop.' th:it it m:iy elicit :i•l1litio11_al i11f11rmation 
from other GenealoJ,:ists. The 1•ri11cip:tl authorities :ire llernlds' YisiL1tions, ll1111t\.ad1, :11 111 Ertle~\\ tck . 

I 
Lord Roger de Swynerton, =Margaret. 

Baron Swynnnert.on of 
Swyunt>rton. Bot1l circa 

}2.')U. Die;1l 1338. 

I I I 

. , 
Sir Jolin do Swvnerto11,=Annc, 11. nn1l h 
kt .. jnro uxoris ·L·ml of of :-;ir l'hilip de 
llilton, J<>si111..;t11n, ,\."c., J\lo11tg .. mc1·y. 
;ind S"11ccsl1al of ( ':11111.,ck kt , }.,· h·lic·ia, 

Forest. l.>iul J:jJIJ. d. ;"111".I Ii. of 
Sir :'lli<"l1nl.1,; de 
\\"licit • 11, kt. 

I 

I 
Ste\'1,..n 

d1· ~"' ' 1wrton, 
kt.. i.. -1.i 1> ( 

~l .. rt o11. 111 ('<>. 

I •1 1111! l"il"". 1.,. 
;.:T. lllt nf 1-:ol \\: , 

Ill. 

I 
:\idwl:u•, 

Ri.Jl'r of the 
t'·.•rt':" t of 
l" ·t1 olll'Ck. 

Robert 1, 

de Swynerton, I 
Priest, Lord of 

8wynnerton , 
from l 338 to ! 

13.j J. 

!rhomas Mnlld Humphrey d e Swynerton, = .... . Si r .T uh n = Cl1n"tin11a, 
I 

Thomas (~l 
:-:i i<\ to 
l:a uf 

Butttrton. 

de Swyncrton, 
kt., Lor<l of 

Swynnerton 
from 13.}l to 
):llJl. Jlostiarius 
t•1 Edwani l ll. 

de Holland, 
<Ian of J :.11·on 
llulu1 .J, and 
.-i~t(· r of 

Tl 11 .111:i '. Earl 
nf I\ t·11t. 

of lscw:lll, Eccleslrnll. Jh 
d1.:cd , Jiirs hrothcr J:ohc~t 
:is"i ~r.cd to lii111 la11•ls in 
En·lc,;hall, namely, nl'~erc, 
lhJde11hall, and llilcot. 

i 

L __ 
de Swnierton, I 1· .. ·I. of 
kt .. s'.H;a1 .. ~li t.· ir. ~i1· ,J ol in 

1J11:d l J,'..l . :-cg1av1•. 
Ik.1d l1d.,rc 

I 
. I 

I 
Sir Robert ile = I11ahclb (nr 

Swynerton, kt ., Eli:iabctl11, d. 
Lord of S\nn · 1u1J h . .,( Si;· 
n~rtun, fro.Ill ;\ ielio1a,; ~Jeke, 

l3til to IJ!l;) . ti. l>1 .loa11. d . uf 
Killed at Un.:"t. H:tlpli. E:irl of 

::itaffurd . 

I 

Maud Swynerton, 
d. and hl'ire~;; of all her 
moth er'lf lands, and p:ut 
of ht:r father's. Said to 
have marrit>d four times, 
and ha,I 1'11ildren by Sir 
Richar•l l'eshall anJ Sir 

John Savage. 

Died l J1iO . 

I 
\\"illi:im 

do Swn1erton. 
(Huntl•ach'B 

'.\bS .1 

l 

lJato IJW. 

I 
Humphrey = 

S\': y11• I t .. 11, 
Lord of 

Swyi.crtnn. 
(ll u11tl•:wh'"' 

hl::)~.) 

William Swynerton,=Elena. 
Loni of Swyncrton, ' 

Huruphrey Swyncrton, = ........ . 

ob. 1-131. ?ifon . lnsc. tJ,d~~--i:~:, j 
I 

Hum phrey 
Sw; nerto11, 

J..,1·d of 
S \\"yncrton. 

:2 Anne, eldest d . nnd co-h. John - .. ..... . . 

I 
William 

Sw{.ucrton, 
(. 8 . p. 

of Thomas S wynerton , of Swyuerton, 
Hilton. lier dower was of Eccl'1shall 
II ii ton, Essi11gton, and ( lscw11ll and 
otlicr lands. llorn 1434. other lands), 
Die.I 1470. Ux. 2nd John ' ' iv. t~mp. 

:\ly lton, of Halston. Hen. Y ll. 
Coll. of Arms. 

I 
Hump hrey= Margaret, dau. of 
Swynerton, Sir 'l'hoa. Aston. 

Lord of (Harl. MSS.) 

John, 
d. s. p., 

1521. 
Her. MSS., 

Queen's Cull., 
Oxford. 

Swyncrton Ag-11cs ( Huntbacb). 
and Hilton. 2uJoau (lluutbach) 
Born 1453. 
Dit'd 1504. 

! 
I I 

Hol1ert = J oh:uina ~ir .lollll =)l :uxaret 
de Swy11crton, •I. c.f Sir flo Swyuc rton, tic 

U. J: ,. rn i;;.:.o . . I 'an rsw:ill. t>f ·• U :-i s11:.Jc " Tli·l~. do 
l•« w:ill1. IJietl lal'ii'c\~). Died lodurc 

LltH. ll> I llfl. 

I 

Tho mu 
Swyncrton, 
•· and h. 
.Mentioned 

in will of 
1514. Of 
l ~ewall and 
Eccleshall. 

I 
John = ('lemenci:l, 

Sln·ncrton, tL111. of 
Lf.r.l of Sir .1110. 

Hiltvn, Ell'- '.\fo\l.,n, 
singt .. 11, ,\·..:. of .:\ortlia11ts . 
l\1<:11 t i,•llt: • l 
in d eed uf 

Ho8 - ~I . 

Jo\m Swynerton,=Elena, d. of 
of Hil ton, £;:,.;ing-· John 

I 
Th•)ma;;: S\'n·ncrton, = Eliznbeth, 

2nd sou. oh. l-148. He d.rn. :rn.l h. 
ton, and Cannock l\lal111ry, 

Forest, all'o of of Wiltou. 
\\'helton. 

Jom 
Swynerton, 

ob. 1.p., 
1433. 

succec.1c.l as 11cxt heir t•f Joltn 
after the 11.-a th of his Bon1l. 

nephew Juhn. 

Anne, 
S\'\")'llCrto11, 

clJc,;t ti. :llld 
co-h., u x . 
ll11111l'hrcy 
Swy1u·rt (ln, 

of Swy11c1·tu11. 

I 

Alice S'n-ncrton, 
ti. nn.t l':.,-h .. ux. 

Richnnl n~· ;111h•e. co. 
Oxf••r.t. She wns 
horn in J.13;';, h;ning­
Lt•cn ldt l1circ,,s 1>f 
W hclt1't1 :rnd l'annock 

Fl•l'CSt. 

I 
Rcger,=Johanna, 
(" sivti d. of Sir 

Johes ") Francis 

Huml'hrey, 
d. s. p. 

bad issue Ne\·il, 
24 Yorks. 

children. 

From "The Reliquary" Vol.XX1 No.84 April 1881 
Compiled by the Reverend Charles Swynnerton 



THE HANDSOMEST MAN on the CAPE 

This story goes on. A letter recently from Mrs.Hazel 
Jones says :- Nothing more to add yet re Timothy but 
we had fun visiting Lee and Priscilla who live in his 
house. They would very much like to have a copy of 
the Christmas issue of the family gossip-sheet (Edit­
or's note - I thought it was a Journal !) - the one 
with the letter I wrote about Timothy .... I answered 
a 'phone call while balancing a dripping paint brush ! 
It was Bill Swinarton to discuss my ·1etter to you and 
a surfeit of Timothys. Have they been sorted out 
yet ?" 

A letter from Bil l Swinarton says :-
"In particular we now know that Timothy Swinerton of 
Cape Cod, who died in 1802, drowned in Boston Harbour 
according to a piece sent by Gretchen Hovemey~r. His 
son Timothy 3, was part owner and Master of a schooner 
in 1834. This piece was found at the Trayser Mus~~n. 
So my stay in that area was very informative .. 
will all be put together sometime in the fu~~re f or 
a story in the Supplement. But to date I ho.ve e:: 
to come across a living descendant of this family. 
Copies of the Supplement were left at the Trayser 

Museum and perhaps some day somebody will be looking 
for their connection to that family." 

ccaacccccQoaaaocacab 

CASES IN THE COURT OF ARCHES Public ~ec~~i ~ffice 

3926 JOS.SWINERTON v.James Tayler & Edwarj ~er~o~ 
(1716) -churchwardens of Newcastle, S ~ffs. 
drinking in church (Lichfield) 

(ex.Mrs.Muriel Reson) 

"After you have heard two eye-witnesses' accounts of 
a car accident, you begin to wonder about history". 
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THOMAS SWINNERTON - the Clockmaker 

In Vol.4 No.6 & 7 (March & June 1981) I wrote about 
Themas and Mr.Traherne's researches into the Clockmak­
ers of Staffordshire. Our member TIMOTHY SWINNERTON 
has just sent me a copy of a book by Alan Treherne 
entitled "The Massey Fam!ly, Clock, Watch, Chronometer 
& Nautical Instrument Makers - Catalogue of an exhibi­
tion at The Museum, Newcastle under Lyme" 

In it he says :-

"Perhaps the development of Newcastle-under-Lyme into an importa nt 
centre for clockmaking in the late 18th and 19th centuries was due 
to its situation, as an important market town in North Staffordshire 
and on the main road from London to the north-west, and to th e 
availability locally of iron, coal and (from the Cheadle area of 
Staffordshire) brass. The town apparently achieved borough sta t us 
in 1173, under a charter of Henry II, and many of the records of 
the Borough of Newcastle-under-Lyme survive. The first clear r ef­
erence to a clockmaker in the Borough is to Thomas Swinnerton, who 
was made a freeman in 1675 and died in 1708. He made lantern 
clocks and turret clocks, replacing some of the old clocks in local 
churches by new ones fitted with the more accurate anchor anchor 
escapement. His apprentice John Redshaw was made a freeman in 
1712, and the Redshaw and Beech families (the first John Beec h serv­
ing his apprenticeship with Redshaw) made many brass dial long case 
('grandfather') clocks, in typical provincial style, throughout 
most of the 18th century. There was nothing remarkable in this 
as practically all English market towns had one or two such clock­
makers working at any given time in the 18 th century. Wit h the 
growth of Newcastle in the second half of the century, however, a 
number of clockmakers from outside the borough settled here and 
began to employ journeyman clock-makers an d to take a steady st r eam 
of apprentices, so starting a new industry which was thrivin ~ at 
the beginning of the 19th century. For much of the 19th cen tury 
there were 40 to 50 working clockmakers in the borough, produc ing 
each week about 60 long case clock movements or fusee movements for 
the well-known English dial clocks. Most of these movements were 
sold, without dials to wholesalers or retai le rs outside the borough, 
to be fitted with the white (or 'painted') dials made almost exclus­
ively by the Birmingham dial makers. 11 
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JOB SWYNNERTON - our earliest emigrant 

On pages 74 & 75 of Vol.4 No.5 of this journal (Dec. 
1980) I drew up a conjectural tree for the ancestry 
of Job. I have now discovered that a WILLIAM SWINNER­
TON baptised a daughter ELIONOR at Horsley, Glos. on 
14 Oct.1593 and another daughter MARY, also at Horsley, 
on the 6 June 1600. As there were so few Swinnertons 
in this area at the time, I think it highly likely trat 
he may have been an Uncle to Job and Antipas. 

In addition, a BENJAMIN SWINNERTON married Hester Webb 
at Hawkesbury, Glos. in 1633 and baptised a daughter 
ABIGAIL at Tetbury on 26 Sep.1640. He could well have 
been a brother to Job. 

A little later, GEORGE SWINNERTON, the ancestor of the 
Rev. HENRY ULYATE SWINNERTON and thus of our member 
Diana Cunningham, married twice and raised two families 
in Tetbury. One of his sons was also BENJAMIN but, 
more significantly, I have just discovered that his 
son JOHN baptised a son JOHN ANTIPAS SWINNERTON at 
Berkeley, Glos. on 11 Dec.1760. 

The name Antipas is so rare that I feel there must be 
a direct link between these two Gloucestershire fam­
i J ies. George was born around 1692. 

SHEFFIELD CUTLER'S COMPANY APPRENTICES 
(from The History of the Company. Ref.338.6.SF.VoL2) 

GEORGE SWINNERTON. s. of Geo. Sheffield Park. Masrr_ 
1. to John Fox of Burgess St. Cutler. Sept. 1761 
2. to Paul Jefcock. Cutler. April 1767 

JOSEPH SWINNERTON.s.John. Sheffield Park. Collier. 
to Joseph Woodhouse. Kn i fe Maker. July 1799 

THOMAS SWINNERTON. s.of George.Sheffield Park.Mason 
to John Fox. Cutler. Aug . 1758 (dPcd . ) 

- SFH. 5 p.34 -

FROM A STAFFORDSHIRE NEWSPAPER 

sun.tol'l Grange, a square 
red-brick ferm house. 
designed by the famous 
architect Sir John Soane, 
was built by local craftsmen 
In about 1816-17 tor Thomas 
Swtn'*1on. owrw of Butter· 
ton Hall and tta e&1ate. 

Plans for the house, the 
only one In Staffordshire to 
have been desloned by the 
architect, together with a 
modef, are to be seen in the 
Sir John Soane MuseUm In 
London. 

The hOU99 ls unusual In 
the thickness of the walls 
and the k>w pttched roof, 
together wtth the adoption of 
a syater11 of centre' chim­
neys. 

The tront of the building 
has thr"'e bay• and the side 
two bays. Each bay has two 
giant pilasters -- shalk>w pil· 
-. that are attached to the .... 

The m6ddle bay Is reces­
sed, and the giant pilasters 
here look at one another. 

ANOTHER SPORTING LINK ? 

(ex. Mrs.King) 

In his book of Staffordshire 
BoUdln·:;.!I Proteuor Sir MUto­
laus Pevsmtr deSCt'lbeS the 
weird bUftdlng n looktng like 
the won of an enterprielng 
archtted of 1905-10 bling to 
get out at Georgian ~ttera . 

Newcaath:' . ~ .. Hl)ugh Coun­
cU haYe r& :? •· 1 y dr.wn the 
attenUon 0f ·1·11' Envtronment 
Secretel h of th-8 need to up­
grade t e ltatlng of this 
bultdlng frcm Grede n to 
Gr8de 11· fn vtew of Its ~lal 
architectural 3nd historic 
Interest. 

Our Chairman, Mr.John Swinnerton, has been told that 
there was a boxer ERNEST JOHN SWINNERTON who fought 
under the name of 'Jim Prendy'. Can anyone give us 
any information about him.?. 
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A SHORT HISTORY OF SNEYD & ESSINGTON 
Walsal l Archives Service 

THE VERNON FAMILY OF HILTON HALL 

I n 154 7 Sir Henry Vernon of Sudbury, Derbyshire marr­
ied Margaret, daughter and co-heiress of HUMPHREY 
SWINNERTON of SWINNERTON and HILTON in Staffor dshire. 
Par t of h e r inheritance was t h e manors of Hi l t on and 
Essington. On Sir Henry's death the manors passed 
to hi s second son, who in turn bequeathe d tnem to his 
only child a l so called Margaret . I n 1613 Margaret 
married her cousin Sir Edward Vernon, thus keeping 
the estates in the family. Essingt on and Hilton 
formed only a smal l part of the vas t Vernon family 
lands and on the death of the next baronet in 1658 
the two manors were bequeathed to h i s second son , 
Henry. And so the l ine of Vernon of Hi lton Ha'l was 
established. 

Hil t on Ha l l ( or Park ) is now run as a gues t hous e f or 
t h e elder l y by a c ommunity of nuns . Th e building 
dates from the early eigh teenth century but was en ­
larged and altered in 1830. The famous archite ct­
ural historian Niklaus Pevsne r, i n h i s surv e y of 
buildings in Staffordshi r e de scr ibes the house , built 
in r e d b r ick with stone facing, as 'most interesting ' 
bu t hi s research failed to throw very much li ght on 
its his tory. 

( ex Mr .H . A.Swinnert on) 

THE MASTER PAINTERS of BRITAIN Gle~so~ Wr.i~e 1910 

SWYNNERTON, Mrs.A.L. Wife of Mr.J.Swynnerton, a 
well-known sculptor, and a frequent cont ributor to 
the more important exhibitions. 

(ex. W.R.Swinarton ) 
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Myself when young 
'I WAS wearing a new dress from Liberty's, my firs t pair of silk , 
stockings and dancing slippers. Jack, our poodle, was beside 
me. I can still smell the oil of la"'ender she used.' Evelyn 
Bellhouse was seven when Manchester artist Annie 
Swynnerton was invited to her parents' home in Alderley Edge 
to paint her. The year was 1911 and Mrs. Swynnerton was 67, 
already well established as an artist of the first order and 
bracketed with names like Laura Knight. Her husband, the 
Manx sculptor Joseph Swynnerton, had just died and she had 
returned from Rome where they had been living. 

'My father invited her to stay with us and I can remember 
her smoking a cigar. She didn't finish the painting while she 
was with us but she took my dress away with her, and the couch 
I'm sitting on belonged to the artist J. S. Sargent, a friend of hers.' 

The following year the painting ot Evelyn was exhibited at 
the Royal Academy and prompted rave reviews. 'Her child's 
portrait Evelyn. daughter of Vernon Bellhouse, Esq . is likely to 
add greatly to her reputation. The rich and mellow colouring, 
the wonderful effect of golden light and, above all, the 
exquisite unearthly expression sometimes seen on the child's 
face all combine to make it one of the best pictures of the year,' 
wrote the art critic of the Standard. 

Said the Manchester Guardian: 'One of the best pieces of 
face portraiture in the whole exhibition.' And the Observer: 
'The picture is so original in conception, so firm in 
construction, so daring in treatment. so uncompromising in its 
rejection of easy expedients to obtain pretty effects, that it may 
be said to stand alone among the portraits at Burlington House.' 

Vernon Bellhouse's little girl wasn't aware of the sensation 
she had caused. After the exhibition the picture came back to 
Alderley Edge to be hung at the top of the stairs. But when 
they moved to a smaller house no wall could accommodate it 
adequately and it was stacked behind a chest of drawers. 

'I'd had enough of it by then anyway,' Miss Bellhouse 
confessed. 'As you grow older you don't particularly want to 
be reminded daily of what you were like as a child.' 

Now she has decided to sell tht~ painting and it will be one of 
the major items at Sotheby's sale of paintings, drawings. 
watercolour8 and prints on October 14. The experts have 

· estimated a price somewhere between £1,000 and £2,000. 
Two days earlier at a sale of silver and jewellery. i-1 

magnificent group of silver-gilt yachting trophies belonging to 
the late Sir Michae l Duff of Nor th Wales will be sold. They are 
all in perfect condition and were awarded mainly in 
Portsmout h for specific races. One trophy by W. Eley dated 
1827 is expected to fetch £1,500. P.H. 

CHESHIRE LIFE 
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ALIAS 

I discussed some time ago (Vol.4 No .2 March 1980) the 
use of the word 'alias' and said I had yeT., to read 
a de tailed article or hirtory of the use of aJ iases 
or how they came into being. My attention was rec­
ently drawn to an article on the use of the word in 
which the author says : 

"The reason for an alias is two-fold. First, one often sees su :h 
names as Pierce alias Pearce. In this case the ali as is used as 
perhaps it woula be used today, and it usua lly means that t he 
entry represents two possibl~ spellings of the same name. 

The second reason for aliases is tied up with copyhold land. It 
usually occurs when the mother of a family re-marries, having had 
children from her first marriage. Quite often, if the children 
were very young, they would take the surname of their step-fathe r 
but in order not to lose their claim to their natural fathe"" 1 s 
copyhold, they would use both names as their surnames. Rememoer 
that the only place where the enti:lement to copy old .ere co1., o 
be registered was in the manor courts, and without b: rth cer:ific­
ates, etc. to prove descent from a particular person, it ~as easier 
to continue the surname .... So the alias would continue for gener­
ations, and would be used very much as a hyphenated surname of 
today; therefore, either name would be considered as a separate 
entry if both names occur. 

One other point. The word alias is often abbreviated to 'als', 
and quite often the tit le used to indicate the abbreviation makes 
it look like 'ats'. " 

Swynerton alias Beane was the only one I had encount­
ered in our family but now Mr.John U:iet t , a very 'iNell­
known genealogis t, has found us another. In a let ter 
to me he says : 

"Can you help me with John Swynnerton als. Uennett of St. Andrew 
by the Wardrobe, London who died 1550 leaving a widow Elizabeth, 
extract of his will enclosed though I am s1Jre yo u have alrea dy 
seen it. can't tie him in with any Unetts of Staffordshire or 
co. Hereford. 
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He may be connec ted with John Unett who d.1622 and asked to be 
buried in St.A nne's Chu r ch , Blackfriars, only a few yards from St. 
Andrew, but I can't pl ace him ei th er . 

Please do not go to any trouble, but if you have done any work on 
him can you sug gest how the 'alias' came about as I know of no 
Unet t -Swinnerton marriages ? " 

I do not know of any such marriage either but hope­
fully someone may. 

=aaaacocooooooooao_?~ 

CANTERBURY MARRIAGE LICENCES 

EDWARD SWYNERTON of Ulcombe, clothier and Elizabeth 
Barlinge, same parish, virgin, at St.Mary Bredman, 
CanT.,erbury. Robert Barlinge of Ulcombe, yeoman, 
bondsman May 30 1603 . 

WILLIAM SWYNNERTON of Marden, cordwinder, bach. about 
23, at hi s own govt . and Frideswith Hynde, same parish, 
maiden, about 25, daughter of Henry Hynde, late same . 
parish dee. and now in the govt . o f Joan Hynde, same 
parish, widow who consents. At St. Al phage, Canter­
bury, June 3rd 1622. 

THOMAS SWINNERTON of Bonnington, clerk M.A. bach . 
about 33 and Margaret Hales of Se llinge , virgin, 
20 and upwards daughter of William Hales of Nackington, 
gent, who consents. At Sellinge or Nackington. 
May 19 1640 . 

General Licences 

Preacher's Licence (visitation of Archbishop Laud 
1637 V()l.X.8.2 folio 84) 95a THOMAS SWI NE RTON curate 
Upper Hardres. 18-24 April. 

Licence to preach anywhere in Kent diocese (Vol.XIV. 
135a) - THOMAS SWINERTON M.A. clerk. 

Licence to serve cure (Vol.XIII 1634 - 97a) - THOMAS 
SWINNERTON M.A. clerk, Upper Hardres, rector. 16th 
April. 

(ex Mrs.Heather Lewis) 
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FAMILY NOTES 

We welcome two new members :-
Mr. PATRICK FRANCIS SWINNERTON of  

  Mr.Swinnerton is a member of the 
Betley Branch and a son of William Henry Sw1nnerton 
and Mary Cleare and a great-grandson of Ralph Swin­
rrerton of Betley. 

MRS.MARGARET TAYLOR who is the daughter of the late 
Professor HENRY HURD SWINNERTON about whom we have 
written in past issues uf this journal. 
Mrs.Taylor has been able to amplify our knowledge of 
this branch of the family considerably which , of 
course, derives from the Adbaston Tree. 

Not family but a very old friend, a pioneer in One 
Name Research and a contributor to this journal over 
the years, Mr.Frank Higenbotham died recently. Obit­
uaries have appeared in many newspapers and Family 
History Journals and I will not attempt to repeat 
them here but will simply say that Frank was a kind 
and gentle man, full of knowledge and information 
about family history and all of us in the specialist 
One-Name field owe him a very great deal and will 
miss him very much. 

By one of those curious co-incidences which occur 
so often in Family History it was the Rev.George B. 
Swinnerton who wrote the history of an American part 
of the Higinbotham fami ly. 

" !\![any a man with no family tree has succeeded 
oecause he has branched out for himself." 

(Howard ~ ampl i r; 
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PUBLICATIONS OF THE SWINNE RTON SOCIETY 

Swinnerton Family History 
(The Journal of the Society) 

Vol.1 1974-75 (Indexed) (10 issues in Binder) 
Inc.postage - U.K. £2.50 , airmail USA/CANADA $8 , AUSTRALIA/NZ £3.80 

Vol.2 1975- 77 (Indexed) (10 issues in Binder) 
Inc.postage - U.K. £2.50, airmail USA/C ANADA $8 AUSTRALIA/NZ £3.80 

Vol.3 1977-79 (Indexed) (10 issues in Binder) 
Inc.postage - U.K. £2.50 airmail USA/CANADA $10 AUSTRALIA/NZ £4.60 

Swynnerton & the Swynnertons (1971) 
by the Rev.B.T.Swinnerton 

Inc.postage - U.K. £0.75, airmail USA/CANADA $3, AU STRALIA/NZ £1.2 5 

Swinnerton Family Trees Vol.1 (1 974 ) 
Inc.postage - U.K. £0.75, airmail USA/ CA NADA $4, AUSTRALIA/NZ £1.50 

Reprints of the works by the Rev.Charles Swynnerton 

No.1 Two Early Staffordshire Charters (1 979) 
Inc.postage - U.K. £1.00, airmail USA/C ANADA $3 , AU STRALIA / NZ £1 .35 

No.2 Two Ancient Petitions fr om the Public Re cord 
Office ( 1979) 

Inc.post age - U.K . £1.0 0, airm ail US A/CA NADA $3 , AUSTR ALIA / NZ £1.30 

No.3 Introduction to "A Histor y o f the Family o f 
Swynnerton" ( 1979 ) 

Inc.p ostag e - U. K. £1. 00 , airmail USA/CA NADA $3, AUSTR ALIA/NZ £1. 45 

**** Please send Do l l a r Notes ( USA/ CANADA) wherever 
possible - we can l ose as much a s 55p in changing 
a $ cheque. 




