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COLONEL J. C. A. SWYNNERTON OBE.

Another distinguished career has also come to an end
- happily only through retirement. Colonel Jeremy
has just retired from the Army after 37 years service
and I cannot do better than reprint the Army Press
Release issued when he was appointed Colonel of the
Staffordshire Regiment on 10 December 1977.

]

108121977
NEW COLONEL FOR THE STAFFORDSHIRE REGIMENT

On 10th December, Brigadier R.L.Hargroves, CBE, DL, who has been
Colonel of The Staffordshire Regiment (The Prince of Wales's) since

1971, was succeeded in that appointment by Colonel J.C.A.Swynnerton
0BE.

Colonel Swynnerton was born at Camberley and is the elder son of
the late Major General C.R.A.Swynnerton, CB, DSO, who was Colonel
of The North Staffordshire Regiment from 1955 to 1958.

Educated at Wellington College, Colonel Swynnerton joined the Army
in February 1945, and was commissioned the following year into the
North Staffords, joining the lst Battalion then serving in India.
In early 1947 he went to Nigeria as ADC to the GOC in Nigeria

and subsequently served in 3rd Battalion The Nigeria Regiment in
Nigeria and the Gold Coast.

In October 1949 he rejoined the 1st North Staffords in Fayid, and
was with them in Trieste, Korea and Hong Kong until, in 1957, he

was appointed Brigade Adjutant of the Mercian Brigade at Whittington
Barracks.

After attending the Army Staff College in 1958, he spent the next
two years at HQ Easter Command in Colchester, and then commanded
'C' Coy. lst Staffords in Kenya and Colchester prior to going to
the Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst: as Chief Instructor of New
College and then to the Joint Services Staff College at Latimer.

He was second-in -command of 1 Staffords from 1964-66 in Kenya and
then Dover prior to being posted to Borneo as Brigade Major of HQ
99 Gurkha Infantry Brigade during the confrontation with Indonesia.
In February 1967 he was promoted Lieutenant Colonel and given the
exacting but rewarding task of forming and then commanding, The
Junior Infantrymen's Battalion at Shorncliffe for which he was hon-
oured with the award of OBE. His next appointment was in BAOR as
Assistant Military Secretary.

- SFH.5 p.48 -

Promoted Colonel in February 1972, he went to Belfast for a year
as Deputy Commander, 39 Infantry Brigade before being posted to be
the Deputy Director (Military) of the Senior Officers Was Course
at Greenwich.

Colonel Swynnerton left Greenwich in May 1975 to assume the appoint-
ment of Deputy Commander of 28 Infantry Brigade in Singapore. Later
that year he became Commander of the remnant of 28 Infantry Brigade,
and Senior British Officer, Singapore. His task was to implement
the plan for the withdrawal of all British Forces in Singapore and
the hand-over of the military installations to the Singapore Govern-
ment. Excepting Embassy Staff and one Barrack 0fficer, he was the
last British Officer to serve in Singapore, finally leaving on 31st
March 1976.

Colonel Swynnerton is at present serving in the Ministry of Defence
on the Staff of the Director of Army Recruiting. Amongst other
duties, he commands the group of 'Centres!' where recruits are tested
in order to decide to which Corps or Regiment they are best suited.
One of these is the Army Recruit Selection Centre at St.George's
Barracks, Sutton Coldfield.

Colonel Swynnerton, who is aged 50, comes from a very well known
North Staffordshire family which traces its connections with the
County through nine centuries. He is a bachelor and lives in
Blackheath, London. His interests include cine photography, ento-
mology, philately, shooting; but particularly he enjoys extensive
travelling and has taken leave in such widely differing areas as
Fast and South Africa, Nigeria, Cameroons, most countries of Europe,
Turkey, Thailand, North Borneo, Bali, Java, Sumatra and Celebes."

It was, of course, most unusual and a great honour for
a Serving Officer to be appointed Colonel of his Regi-
ment but a great tribute to Colonel Jeremy. It was
a very happy appointment for him as his father, General
Charles Swynnerton (see Who Was Who in the Swinnerton
Family No.5) had also held the appointment from 1955-
1958.

Colonel Jeremy has now moved to live at

- SFH.5 p.49 -
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