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associated with * God save the Queen.” Some people will not
perpaps agree that the Guildhall records are exact in this respect.

Where Sir John lived in Tottenham is a matter of doubt.
Some land near the present Park station belonged to him, but no
suitable house is shown on the map of 1619, Crows Nest farm, if it
existed then, was too small. LY L v

Lady Thomasine died in 1650. Her grand-daughter, also

' named Thomasine, married Sir William Dyer, Bart., of Tottenham
- (of whom Tottenham’s historians are quite sileat), and received a
dower of £30,000. So Sir John made plenty of money from wine.

But not everyone was satisfied as to the manner in which the
money was made, notably the King himself, who complained in
spite of the feast given to him. The trouble appears to have been
over the French or Gascon wines, which had been added to the
Spanish trade. Sir John wrote in 1613 to the Lord Chancellor to
the effect that his licence for the farming of French wines had been
taken away from him by “ violent greatness,” and that he had
petitioned the King for its restoration. He asked the Chanceflor to
further his application, and.assured him that the charges against
him were baseless. ;

His letter does not appear to have had much effect, for there is
an almost immediate letter from the King under his signet to the
Chancellor—* remembering you have been by us employed in this
affair . . . and you have added an increase of revenue unto our
Crowne;” and goes on to say: “ the offer (of two competitors of
Sir John) seems to be equal if not better than his,” and if the
Chancellor is satisfied of this to give them the grant.*®

So Sir John lost the licence to import French wines. The
frauds committed upon the Crown by the farming of the Customs
are well known, and oot only as regards wines.

(ex Mr R.A.Swynnerton)

#* * * #* *

.

AN ACCOUNT OF THE CHURCH AND PARISH OF ST.GILES WITHOUT

Baddeley

CRIPPLEGATE, LONDON. 1888
SR S T

March 1672 - All writings in the Parish Chest and all
writings in MR SWINNERTON'S hand to be compared with the
Registers. Mr S. has made and when found correct all to
be locked up in the.Chest in the Quest House, and the

four Churchwardens to keep each of them a key.

{(ex Mr Brian Christmas) :
I have no idea at present what this is all about.
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IETYERS

14 Tecember 198%

Lt Col I $ Swinnerton

Dear <ol Swinmerton,

During your recent classes at olverhampton and Kingswinford on tracing ancestors
which you will recall I attended, I several times had a niggling half-memory that
I had encountered the name Swinnerton before but memory refused to oblige. When

" you mentioned Harcld Swinnerton, the exglosives expgert, I thought that musc be it,

as at one time he and I were both working At GFl Research Laboratories, Yolvernamp-
ton, and I knew him quite well then.

However, in the odd way that memory operates, it suddenly struck me a few days ago
that it was something else btesides the mention of Harold. Not very much really, but
for what it's worth, I thought I would mention it.

As part of my initial electrical engineering training I dic a year on electrical
installation theory, the 'wiremens course' in college parlance, at the conclusion
of which I was awarded a prize of several technical books. The prize was in the
name of the benefactor, a ir Swinnerton, who was a local consulting electrical
engineer, and was also involved in business as well as lecturing part-time in
slectrical engineering. To prompt my memory further I have looked at “olverhamopton
Red Books of the period and can say with reasonable certainty that he was a partner
in the firm Coley & Swinnerton, electrical engineers, with premises in 5t. John's
Square or round the corner in 3Boad Street, Wolverhampton. To get a possible reminde
of his initials, I looked in the residential section of the Red Book where there is
one and only. one lwinnerton, namely, J R Swinnerton, 203 Tettenhall Road, %olverhanr
ton (1940-41 Red Book.), which is probaoly him but I can't be certain. I see from
the teleghone directory that Coley & winnerton Ltd are still listed, but at 82
Chajel Ash, .Jolverhampton (lecember 19&5 issue).

I remember ir bwinnerton as a rather bluff blunt Scot, middle aged in 1940, and
something of a discipzlinarian in handling his class. What I particularly remember
is him telling the class how he narrowly escaped being killed due to a fault arisino
on an electric motor which caused it. to over-speed until it exploded, one of the
commutator bars - a hefty lump of copper - missing his head by a whisker. He had ha
this piece of industrial shrapnel mounted on a polished board to hang over his

mantel piece.

After searching I found one of the 'prize' books ind having noted your inte;est in
collecting instances of the name have nade a photocopy of the book-plate which I
enclose, which may be of interest.

Best ..ishes for Christmas.
(This was John Russell Swinnerton
the father of our member Tom
Swinnerton of South Africa.)

Yours sinceraly

_',7:;:;ﬁ;éf;{éziéfail‘:”'

Zdward Jlackwell.
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Wolverhampton & Staffordshire

Technical College

1940-41 .SESSIO.'N

SWINNERTON. :
PRIZE

awarded to

EDWARD BLACKWELL

- -for Proficiency in

Dear Col Swinnerton,

Thank you for your lettsr of 28 December last in reply to
mige on the Swinnerton Prize, which is most interesting, and
I am pleased to learn that a fragment of my mundane history
has helped make a connexion with John Russall Swinnerton.

T also found the article by Tom Swinnerton of particular
inter=st, as not only did I follow Tom in the same profession,
but it seems he was earlier at the same school. He also
mentions having trained in Sushbury, which is almost certain
td have been at the Tlectric Comstruction Company (the ECC),
and this is of interest because my father, before he set up in
business on his swn account, worked there for a time, and I
have photographs of him circa 1912 inside the works there. So
in addition to the fascinating Kiplingesque exploits, Tom's
article hss proved of much interest in other ways, and I amuch
appreciate your sending it. Many thanks indeed.

With best wishes for 1987

Yours sincerely

-
;

Sdward 3lackwell
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" Dear 7Z;LLAL,

for ‘t’fzc 7{01&&4‘3 "Scuo?

C)txr'12=€:5‘]3¢usf: 11)i£’%“&¢‘*’ e

d $or ‘L‘lzaBenr % Co:ya!
The Swimzrb?

December, 1986

Once more it is that time of year. An unusally cold Novem=-
ber, complete with snow at least twice, has alerted us and the
warmth of our family get-together at Alice's on Thanksgiving
Day in Center Harbor has got us in the mood for the Christmas
season and our "annual report".

Last winter passed quietly with little news to comment on.
In May we went to Exeter for the yearly meeting of the New Hamp-
shire Baptists. That took a couple of days and a night in a
motel at the seashore near Hampton Beach. It was followed by
the academic season, starting with the spring reunion of the old-
timers at New Hampton School. Carl was the lone member of the
class of 'l6 who attended.

Next came commencement at Pomfret School and meetings with

other emeriti and former students. Unfortunately, Russ Stringer

couldn't make it and we had only time for a short visit and lunch
at his house. A few days later there was commencement at Harvard.
We enjoyed the Spread for the older graduates, but it started
raining as the alumni procession was forming and was pouring by
the time it reached the outdoor theater for the after-noon program.
So we drove out to Waltham and visited with Forrest Cobb.

The following week we motored out through Canada to the grad-
uation of Ruth's grand-niece Mary from Lawrence University in
Appleton, Wisconsin and joined some twenty-two members of the
Sawyer clan for the occasion. Afterward we spent a week with
George (Ruth's brother) and Ruth (his wife) at Wisconsin Rapids
and came home on the through-ways after bypassing Chicago.

At home we went into the birthday season. Ruth's and John's
were only two days apart, so we had one celebration dinner here.
e had to wait until late in October for Barbara, and Carl - just
to be different - had his in EZngland.

Early in the summer we got word that the Swinnerton Society,

with members all over the world, was having a special gathering
on 3eptember 6 in the little village of Swynnerton to observe
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6 October 1986

I was so sorry that I was unable to attend the very special family
gathering which took place last month. A change of posting from Ethiopia

to Indonesia earlier in the year made it impossible for us to be in Europe
at the time of the gathering - but, I thought of you all very much on the 6th.

Last time I wrote we were still living in Ethiopia, but in February
of this year we transferred to Indonesia. My husband is Representative of
the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization to the Government of
Indonesia, as he was to the governments of Ethiopia and the Philippines before
that, It was very painful and difficult to say good-bye to Ethiopia where
we had lived for 44 years. They were good years in spite of the famine and
the afpalling poverty of the people. Ethiopia is a most beautiful country
and -Bthiopians lovely people. To see fellow humans suffering from and dying
of hunger in their thousands is something we never ever wish to experience
again, Disgracefully famine is endemic in some areas of Africa and will be
far a considerable time to come, what is being allowed to happen in southern
Sudan should arouse the wrath of all peoples.

In March we arrived in Indonesia. It has taken me at least some
time to adjust to being back in the tropics again, Jakarta not only being
hot but very humid. Indonesia is a vast country 13,000 or more islands
(not all inhabited) make up the archipelago. There are so many different
cultures and peoples - from Irian Jaya to Sumatra, Sulawesi to Bali, and
of course the island of Java on which Jakarta is situated. Of a population
of 165 million 70% live on Java on 7% of the land of the archipelago. No
wonder we feel hemmed in at times af ter the vast open spaces of Ethiopia.

" We have FAO experts stationed throughout the country so we hope very much
that during the three years we shall be here to travel extensively.

Qur next trip is in November - back to Europe to spend Christmas
with our children in Denmark. My husband is Danish.

For part of November we shall be in England staying with my parents
whom I'm sure many of you met on the 6th - Alec & Dorothea Swinnerton of the

Betley Branch. I hope very much that on this trip I shall be able to show
to my husband the village of Swynnerton which he has yet to visit.

If any family member should find themselves in Indonesia we
should be delighted to see you.

May I end by wishing you all a peaceful and blessed Christmas
and by sending you our very best wishes for 1987.

e
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RESEARCH REPORT

SWINNERTONS OF OSWESTRY

The four volumes of the Parish Registers to 1812 (printed by Shropshire PRS)
were re-checked. "

The following comments are relevant to the Report in éFH Vol.6 No.4 :

CMB are covered by twelve volumes of Registers

Volume 1 1558-1669

‘This first volume is made up of several books which havé been transcribed and
bound together e.g. Sir Hugh Gough's Register 1558-1569, Sir William Muckles-
ton's Register 1578-1592, continued in the same handwriting to 1614 ... '
Note that several of the early pages are illegible and that the book actually
contains entries for the periods 1558-1609; 1612-1640; 1653-1668.B8etween
1640 and 1661 there are very few entries (apart from marriages after 1654)
- particularly between July 28 1640 and Oecember 4 1653 only a few irregular
entries survive, mostly for one family and inserted at one time.

The early part of this volume contains mostly Welsh names in the patronymic
form, with very few surnames as such. The incidence of ‘proper' surnames
increases by the early 1600s but is by no means universal even by 1640 when
the Register ‘breaks' for the Civil War etc.

Volume 2 CM 1669-1727 & B 1669-1678

Volume 3 B 1678-1750

Volumes 4 & 5 C 1727-1779 & M 1727-1754

Volume 6 C 1780-1812

Volumes 7 & 8 B 1751-1812

Volumes 9 to 12 M 1755-1812 & CB for House of Industry 1783-1789 (entries
for Paupers) i

A thorough check of the printed Registers was made for the periods 1614
to 1640 and 1727-1750. From this it appears both that the trinscription
is a thorough one, being done line by line and printed in full, and that
the Index is accurate. There appear to be a number of minor transcription
errors but, as there appear to be no possible misreadings of Swinnerton
for any other surname, for the remainder of the volumes, only the entries
extracted from the [ndex were checked.

There are a number of spelling variations between the printed PR and the
typed Parish Register Extracts but a check of the original PR should eliminate
the discrepancies. Some confusion is also caused because the PREs do not
take account of the 01d Style calendar and double-dating necessary for the
period from 1 Jan.-24 Mar. up to 1751; some entries are therefore typed

out of order.
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