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So - we give a very warm welcome to a 'lost branch’

in the persons of:-

WILLIAM JAMES SWINNERTON ‘ ]
GERALD JAMES SWINNERTON

JOHN WILLIAM SWINNERTON

Bill is. a,retired Optometzrist, .Gerald is a Printing
and Packaging Executive and John a Company Manager.
Both have sons so the line will continue.

You will see on the tree that Bill's 6 x Great-grand-

father, Benjamin II, had a sister Elizabeth Swinnerton
who married William Harding. Their daughter, Sarah

Harding, married John Swinnerton of Adbaston who was

-my Great-great- great grandfather thus bringing Swin-

nerton blood on both sides.

Thus Bill and I are related through the female line -
what a small world it is!

We also welcome another new member, Mrs. Elizabeth
May (nee Swinnerton) of v ,
‘ . who is a sister of our
Member Mrs.Margaret Taylor.
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THRE WALSALL OUSRRVER AND BOUTH STAFFORDSIURE

CHRONIQLE, SBAIURDAY, JUNE }4, 1000

THE LATE DR. HEAP.

The announcement of the death of Dr.G.Swinnerton Heap, which took
place at his residence at Edgbaston on Monday was received in Wal-
sall with surprise and profound grief. For many years - we bel-
ieve since the formation ‘under the name of the Walsall Choral
Union - Dr.Heap has been the conductor of the Walsall Institute
Philharmonic Union and in that position he was known and looked
up to by every musical amateur in the town, In addition to this
he has had the training of many eminent Walsall musicians and his
occasional public appearances as an artiste has made him a familiar
figure among us so that everyone has felt that by his death not
only the musical world but our own town has suffered a heavy loss.
As the conductor of the Walsall Society Dr.Heap spared no pains
or time being always ready to devote his great abilities to the
musical success of the organisation which seemed to be one of his
favourites if not chief among them. His feelings were fully rec-
ognised as was shown after his serious illness some time ago.
The Society then presented him with a baton as a slight tangible
expression of their congratulations but the presentation itself
was as nothing compared with the evident sympathy and esteem ev-
inced by the many members who attended the meeting. Of his ability
in the profession he chose and loved so much it is not necessary
for us to speak as it has been so well done by those who knew him
best and who were fully authorised to judge. For instance, the
"Birmingham Daily Gazette" says of him:- "From whatever point of
view the attainments of Dr.Swinnerton Heap were regarded, they
were perforce looked on with respect. There are pianists who know
nothing of the theory, and theorists who are no executants. Thou -~
sands of excellent organists understand their instrument alone;
others add to this a knowledge of harmony and counterpoint without

any orchestralos or practical composition. Dr,Heap was a pianist
of sufficient force to satisfy the most exacting. At 20 he played
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