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IMPORTANT-IMPORTANT

SUBSCRIPTIONS 1991

May I remind you that your subscription to the
Swimnerton Society becomes due on the 1st January

1991

This covers the cost of printing and posting
the Journal and other publications and help with
our postage and research costs. Anything left
over geces to the church. -

As agreed at the. 1990 AaGM
the subscription rates are:-

Ordinary Membership United Kingdom £5
Student in full time
education £3
Please note: By the decision of the Annual General
Meeting this year, there is now only one flat rate
for subscriptions and the Senior Citizen Rate has
been abolished.

For your own records: Date Paid .... Amount ....
Cheque/P.0. No. ....

To: Col [.S.Swinnerton

NETESE - .+ < o ciotsieions cholohelolelolela) o <faks 5000000 ANW000000000G0008
ACESREE S5 & @ ForrRR RN T o Nekero srerste § 4 0000000000030 25 o
................. POST CODEO
I enclose my subscription of ..... for 1991

Please make cheques payable to 'The Swinnerton Society'

Any little extra you care to send will, of course, be
very gratefully received and will be put to whichever
use you say.

Hilton and the Vernons (contd.)

A Corner of thwe Swall Library looking through 10 1he Main Library.
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THRAL ARCERVES
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A LETTER FROM CHINA

Valerie and Hans Dall

Novesber 1990

Dear &Q—W < %‘“‘ﬁ
Yet again another yeir is speedily drawing to a close, and our

thoughts turn especially to family and friends arcund the world. We send
you our warmest Season Greetings and wish you a very happy New Year,
wherever you are.

1990 has been a very exciting year for us, to a large extent because
of the amount of travelling we have been able to do within this fascinating
country. '

After our return to Beijing from Europe in January we immediately
headed north to Harbin for a week on a trip which combined work with the
celebration of the Spring Festival. We chose the coldest week in 10 years
- 28 C during the day down to - 39 C at night - it was cold! There wasn't
a meeting room which we went to that had heating. ¥We sat in teaperatures
of - 12 C or lower. ¥e nevertherless enjoyed the visit, especially the
snow covered river and forest landscape, and seeing the ice-carving display
for which Harbin is famous. A [ew weeks later saw us heading southeast to
Yunnan Province of which Kunning, the city of Eternal Spring, is the
capital. We spent a week in Yunnan mainly in the north, visiting farwers
and agricultural institutions. Yunnan is a beautiful province with msany
minority nationality people, who give it a lot of colour and charm.

In May ve spent a werck in Anhui Province on a "diplomatic” tour with a
gronp of Ambassadors and their wives. We will never focget our first sight
and crossing of the Yangtze river, so famous in Chinese history

June saw Valerie heading to Europe for a 6 weeks visit with her
parents, Susan and family and Christian. Whilst she was away, Hans made a
fascinating trip to Qinhai Province where FAD has a fisheries developament
project in a salt lake at 3000 m altitude in breathtaking mountain scenery
and to Gansu Province where FAO supports a desert control project. In
early July Hans visited Fujian Province, on the coast, where FAQ also
supports several projects. g

During August a visit to open an FAO fisheries training course was
made to the seaside resort of Beidaihe - a most popular place for a holiday
- five million is the estimated number of summer visitors to this resort -
including China’s top leaders.

September saw us: going our separate ways again. Hans to Guangdong for
a watershed training course and to Sichuan to look at a Yak project
{believe it or not). Valerie went to Qu Fu -~ the home of Confucius - a
trip organised by the teachers of Chinese to foreigners. But the big event
for Valerie was her two weeka 3ilk-Road trip in October. She and a few
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others from Beijing joined.with a Canadian tour group and had a -most
fascinating and interesting tise. They went as far west as Kashgar and
then traced their way eastwards along the northern silk road. They vigited
Urumchi, Turfan - with the ruins of two old cities almost as extensive as
Pompeii - then to Dunhuang and riding camels into the Gobi Desert in the‘
moonlight. The group woved eastward to Jiayuguan the end of the Ming .
Dynasty Great Wall - the ealier stretch of wall from the Han Dynasty can
still be seen near Dunhuang. Then Lanzhou and so to Xian the ancient.
capital of China, with its Terracotta army. A large part of the travelling
was done in a specially refurbished train called the China Orient Express.
This was one of those trips of a life time.

Before we leave for home-leave and Christmas in Europe, we will
actually travel together to Guilin, a well-known Chinese beauty spot, where
FAO will organize a pesticide training course.

China is so vast and varied, that travel is essential, if one is to
even try to begin to understand this wonderful country and its people.

The year had several other highlights, one of which was Hans
celebrating his 60th birthday in April - far from the family but together
with good friends, some of whom we first met more than 30 years ago. In
March Hans made another quick trip, this time to Hong FKong for medical
tests. The local doctors were in doubt but the specialist in Hong Kong
said Hepatitis. 8 months without alcohol and on a mild diet finds Hans 13

kgs. lighter and fighting fit.

We enjoy life in Beijing. Valerie still participates in Temnis
tournaments and was a ladies Singles Finalist in a big tournament this year
- unfortunately she was not the winner!

Onr children are well. Susan, Ditlev and Ida Maria are now back in
Copenhagen after thoroughly enjoying their 18 month on the Faroe Islands.
Christian has [inished renovating his apartment. Maybe he will now be
able to save for a trip to China. Valerie's parents are well and we look
forward to seeing thems shortly.

Although we have travelled much and enjoyed it tremendously, we, of
course miss family and friends and think of you constantly. As we send you
our warmest beast wishes for the season and for a peaceful happy New Year,
we hope that our paths may cross in 1998. If you should be able to come to
China, we will be most pleased to look after you - and China, inspite of
its poverty amnl many other problems - is indeed a fascinating place to

visit.

With all good wishes.

Lo

Valerie

L)
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FAMILY NOTES

CONGRATULATIONS

to Alastair Tain Harding Swinnerton on his marriage to

Julie Ann Thompson at Yetminster, Dorset on the 20th
October 1990.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Flying Officer David Swinnerton to

]

BBC TV NEWS
Several of you wrote to say that they saw a DR.CLIVE

SWINNERTON on the Six-o-clock news on 23rd July 1990.

He was discussing the water shortages in the South
West and you wondered who he was.

I can answer that very easily, he is a former member
of the society, a member of the Chester Branch and
brother to our member Dr.G.S.Swinnerton of Canada.

NENS FROM ST.MARY'S, SWYNNERTON

At the 3rd Nov 1990, the Restoration fund stood at:
Total at 14 October 1990 £53486.01

Giving 92.50
Sponsored Walk/Ride organised

by Helen Ladell 170.00
Total £53E7 51

* 4 » * *x

Christmas Services will be held on:

23rd 10.30am Holy Communion'
7.3Cpm Carol Service

24th 11.30pm Holy Communion

80

THE SWINNERTON SOCIETY

was founded in 1973 as a non-profit making

organisation devoted to the research and publi-

cation of Swinnerton Family Records and the

support and welfare of St.Mary's Church{ Swyn-
nerton, Staffordshire.

Research into the family history had been start-

ed in the 1870s by the Reverend Charles Swynner-

ton FSA. Over the course of the years he wrote

a number of articles and papers about the family

and gathered together many Swinnertons from all
over the world.

Interest in the family history became dormant

after his death in 1928. The present Archivist

resumed research into the family records in 1952

and founded the Society in 1973. Today it has a

world-wide membership and holds a ‘Gathering' at

Swynnerton every 3 years. It is registered as a
Charity No. 518184.






