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SUBSCRIPTIONS 1991 

M ay I remind you that your subscription to the 
.Swinnerton Society becomes due on the 1st January 
1991 

This covers the cost of printing and posting 
the Journal and other publications and help with 
our postage _and research costs. Anything left 
over goes. to the church. 

As agreed at the 1990 AGM 
the subscription rates are:-

Ordinary Membership United Kingdom £5 
Student in full time 

educ a ti on £3 
Please note: By the decision of the Annual General 
Meeting this year, there is now only one flat rate 
for subscriptions and the Senior Citizen Rate has 
been abolished. 
For your own records: Date Paid . . . . Amount 

Cheque/P .O. No ..... 

To: Co 1 I. S. Swi nnerton 
 

 

Name ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••.•••••••••• 

Adcir'ess ............................................. . 

POST CODE .................................... 
I ~nclose my subscription of ..... for 1991 

Please make cheques payable to 'The Swinnerton Society' 

Any little extra you care to send will, of co~e, be 
very gratefully received and will be put to whichever 
use you say. 

Hilton and the Vernons {contd.)' 

l 

An attractive vitfll of Hilton Hall looking across the moat. 

.·I Comer<>/ th•· Suwll library l'1oki11g tltro,,gh 10 the Main Lib;ary. 
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Hilton and th Vcrnons (omtd.) 

m thl' Hilton ki!dwn,.., and the Loni of f.c.,inl!:tOu reccivl'd a 
dish of it. A1tho11p:h th·~ p:r 1>lesq1w little figure of' lack still 
remain!' al Hilton, this pic t urci"<(I H' old <·u-,tom has Ion~ been 

<liscon ti1111rrl. 

The how".' in •i<le mm;t onre l1av<' hcC'n a~ di~i iifi c tl and 
gracio11s nc:: iti" f;corf!inn extrrior. Bui tmfortnnatd) 11111l'h of 

the old furniture and mnny of the old pict urcs, hook!' and o tl1 cr 
trea,-urec; h a\<' he<'Il sold. However. th<' hand<:o111e J)<111cllnl 
Jibrnry and <linin!?: room and th<' wide oak l"tairrase nre imprr c;<:ive. 

The lihrary looks out over thr. moat to the \Y-re ki11 nml the 
Chnrdt Strctton hills. On it" wlllls hang ma11 y fine pil'lmes, 
tho111?:h frw of them are ori1.dnalo;. 1\ n rxcrption j ._ Kndkr'o; 
portrait of BoJin~hroke. Th<' library and the old library into 
which it opens arc li t)('d \\ilh ll'atlwr-bound volnmei", among 
t hem a first erlition of Geoq?:c llnbert's Porrns. 

In the dining-roorn and hnll ha111! portrait s of man y fomous 
V crnons. Here is Admiral Vernon. th<' Yi e tor of Port ohrllo. 
Here is Richard Vernon. ·who hrrd Diouwd, the fir~ ! Dcrhy 
winner, and here, too, is a rnthcr stiff pict11rr o[ Diornf~ !;::n"?Jf, 
hdicved to he the copy of a painting hy Sir Josh!ia Heynold~. 
Finally here is a charming hoyi~h portrait of Henry V crnon, who 
was page to George the Third, and who grew up to be a well­

known hunting squire. 

Pictures and books are not the only trca smcs at Hilton. 
There is a good deal of old armour, some of it of Cromwellian 
date. There is also a unique collection of foxes' brushes. all 
collected by the present owners grandfather, Augustice L1n-e«on 

Vernon. There must be over I 00 of these ,no two brushes being alike. 

There is little trace left of the ancient Swynncrton fomily 
who used to live al Hilton. Tu the cnrions Georgian dnm·h of 
Shareshill (I rannot agree with Charles Mascfielrl that it i!l 
' a hideous monc;;trosit y ' ) remain two hatterrcl Tudor figur(' s of 
Sir Humphrey Swynnerton and his '\ifr Ca!'saudrn. But the 
remaining Swynncrton tmnhs w<'rr destroyed with the Swynner­

ton chapel about 1710. 

The Vernon~. howe, ·cr, n:111e1iH at 

Hilton, where they h:r.·c Jived for four 
centuries now. As old a family as t.hP 
Swynnertons or older, thry cnmr originally 
from Normandy. The srnior hrn nch of the 
family has Jong hi:<>n co;labfo:Jlf'd at Sunbury, 
in Derbyshire, hut there arc V crnonc;; in 
other parts of England too. Jla cMon Hall 
m1r<' belonged to th.~ family, and it WH" from 
then· that Dorothy Vernon nrnch· hrr famous 

elopement. 

Staffordshire Life and County Pictorial June 1951 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

BOUHD FOR AUSTRALIA 
p.147 
District - Field of Ma~s 

Plot No.44 Tho. Swinerton 80 Acres 

* * * * * 
SUN INSURANCE COMPANY MS 11937 

No.874793 
6/-
March 1813 

13 October 1812 

David Hawkings 

Samuel Swinnerton of Colnbrook, Co.Middlesex 
Ward Innholder Duty 5/-

Tenement and offices adjoining situate at Boulter 
End near Great Marlow, Bucks in tenure of Thomas 
Tyler. 

Private 
Barn only near 
Stable only near 
Cartshed only near 
All brick, timber & 

* * * * * 

tiled 

£120 
50 
15 
15 

£200 

LIST OF MEDALS FOR SALE from Liverpool Coins Ltd. 

Item No.670 Lt.E.R.SWINNERTON 2/56 Punjabis 
1914/15 Trio 
Indian General Service with Bar for 
North West Frontier 1919 

Died 1919 £98.00 

Unfortunately, by the time I got to hear of them they 
had been sold. 
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SOME DIRECTORIES 

THE SECOND AFGHAN WAR (1878-1880} CASUALTY ROLL 
A.Farrington 

p. 67 
Gunner ALFRED SN1:1CIERTON(5070) E/B RHA. 
Ki l led 27 July 1880 Maiwand 

WHO WAS HE? 

WHO'S WHO IH YACHTING 1969 

SWINNERTON , Joseph Edward. Born 1912. Company Direc­
tor. Owns: ' Jean Adair'(42-ton M. F.V . type motor 
yacht). Graduated many years ago from a 10-ft sailing 
dinghy, through various types of yachts and cruisers 
to the present 50-f t motor cruiser now that old age is 
approaching. Clubs:North Wales C.C.;C.A.; Blackpool 
and Fleetwood Y.C . 
Address: Newick Edge, Talbot Avenue, Streetly, Sutton 
Coldfield, War. 

THE ROYAL AERONAUTICAL SOCIETY List of Members 1972 

SWINNERTON, Ronald Ian. Compass Rose, 39 Green Lane, 
Winton, Bournemouth, Hants. 

STREET'S INDIAN & COLONIAL MERCARTILE DIRECTORY 1888-9 
NEW ZEALAND Christchurch 

SWINNERTON, J. Wood Carver Colombo Street 

YOUNG ARTISTS OF PROMISE Jack Beddington 
Studio Publications. London & New York 

H.Swinnerton COOK 18 
b.1926 

1957 

Address : 145 Sunderland Road, Forest Hill , London SE25 · 
Trained : Bath Academy of Ar t 

Canterbur y Art School 
Goldsmith's College School of Art 
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H. Swinnerton Cook 
Two Figures 
Jithograph 

WHO WAS HE ? 
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ORAL ARCHIVES 

We hoar that our member Leonard Swinne.rton of Chester 
who is now in his 82nd year, at the request of the 
local archivist in Chester has made an audio cassette 
recording his chi ldhood experiences in London where he 
was born within the sound of Bow Bells (making him a 
true Cockney) and Chester. 

I hope to persuade him to let me have a . copy for the 
family archives. 

What an excellent thing it would be if we could per­
suade all our older members to do this. Those of you 
who were lucky enough to hear Mrs Margery Thomas•s 
recollections of her time nursing on the Eastern F~ont 
in the First World War, with which she entertained us 
at our Gathering in 1989 will know how fascinating 
they were. How valuable if we could have a .copy in 
our archives! 

So, please talk to your older relatives and see if you 
can persuade them to talk or, once started, perhaps to 
stop! 

The Federation of Family History Societies have pub­
lished a little book by Eve McLaughlin called nlnter~ 

1 viewing Elderly Relatives" but popularly known to 
everyone as 'Talking to Granny'! It costs £1.20 and -
if anyone would like one, they can get a copy through· 
me. It is excellent value and contains many tips on 
overcoming shyness, what and how to ask them etc. If 
you could do this you would be making a very valuable 
contribution to our history. 

* * * * * 

Tho' lost to sight, to memr •y dear 
Thou ever wilt remain 

Old song attributed to George Linley 1798-1865 
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NOTES and QUERIES 

THE COMPLETE BOOK OF EMIG~TS 
1661-1699 

P.W.Coldham 

A Comprehensive Listing Compiled from English Public 
Records of Those Who Took Ship to the Americas for 
Political, Religious, and Economic Reasons; of Those 
Who Were Deported for Vagrancy, Roguery, or Non-Con­
formi ty; and of Those Who Were Sold to Labour in the 
New Colonies 

1662 26 February - 6 March. Shippers by the Hary 
Fortune of Bristol bound from Bristol for New England: 
John Speed for William Dunning, JOHN SWINERTON, George 
Lane, John Collins, John Younge. (PRO:E190/1240/6) 

This would be John {JS.445) b.circa 1633 going to 
join his father JOB SWINERTON, the first emigrant . 
John later became a doctor and famous as •Dr.John 
Swinerton of the House of the Seven Gables•. He worked 
to help the mass-hysteria victims of the Salem Witch 
Trials and died at Salem, Massachusetts on the 6th 
January 1690. 

* * * * * 
HISTORY OF BILSTON G.T.Lawley 1893 

"In 1774. A Vestry Meeting was held to consider what 
should be done with the money left by Hrs Mary SNIN­
NERTON to the poor, at which it was unanimously agreed 
that a certain quantity of land, late the property of 
Brooke Crutchley, Esqre and his two daughters, Cather­
ine and Anne Crutchley, and Mrs Jane Robins , called 
the Churchyard piece, near the present Chapelyard be 
purchased by ye Chapellwardens(sicJ for an additional 
burial ground and that the residue of the money over 
and above the £20 left by Mrs Swinnerton towards 
purchasing the ground, should be raised and defrayed 
by levy." 

(At this stage, I have no idea who this lady was.) 
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LETTERS FROM THE PAST 

To Mark Swinnerton from his brother Frederick 

P.S. I send you 
my photo. 

Dear Mark and Sarah 

Bonnie Moor 
Simla 
India 

July 9th 1891 

I received the copy of the beautifully printed 
paper you sent also the copy for Charles. He however 
has left India for England on a year's leave so he 
will see it in England. I congratulate you very much 
on being made the first Mayor of Marysville and if .. 
(illegible) should paint your portrait in your robes · 
etc. to hang in your council .· room - if you have one -
so that future generations of Marysvillians should 
know that a Swinnerton was their first Mayor - an 
event which marks the beginning of what will probably 
be a great city one of these days. Send me your photo 
- cabinet - in your robes and I will make a gift of 
your portrait to Marysville to be hung in your "city 
hall". It will be a precedent likely to be followed 
if I come around Puget Sound one of these days. But I 
really had no idea that Puget Sound was inhabited by 
any sane Flathead Indians. "Niggerheads" are more 
common now I suppose. 

I hope Sarah and the children are all well. You are 
awfully stingy of letters I must say and Father com­
plains bitterly that you never write to him. Don't be 
so damned unfeeling, old .fellow! 

I am in the summer Capital of India painting great 
nobs. Also keep things going by taking pupils. I have 
plenty of friends and orders. Sometime I hope to do 
Japan, Australia and home by the new ocean route, in 
which case I will most certainly look you up in Marys­
ville and do a little collecting and shooting. Also 
paint your successors in the Mayorship. 
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I see you are a landed proprietor etc. Good! From · 
Puget Sound to the Himalayas is a good step and I 
rather think the mother that bore us would be aston­
ished at seeing her sons scattered in this fashion. 
Charles only returned from the Black Mountain Expedi­
tion a short time ago. 

Now look here Mr. Mayor. Drop me a line soon and send 
that cabinet photo - in robes, etc. - Twig? 

I suppose that the two babies have grown to big girls 
now? Give my best love to them and to the others and 
to Sarah and with the same to yourself, I am 

Your affectionate Brother 

N.B.But do write to Father. 

Notes by Ibuglas 5'iinnertan 
Frederick Swinnerton (1848 - 1918) was an artist who is well known 
by his works all over Europe. He 1i ved in Rane like his brother 
Joseph, the sculptor arid was an interpreter in Italy during and 
after World War I. He died not long after the war. Douglas won­
dered if he ever became an Italian citizen but says he never heard 
that he did. 

In 1893 he married Louise Angelo, daughter of Colonel Angelo of the 
Bengal Arnw and lived in India a great portion of his life. They 
bad five children - Richard, <llarles (father of our chairman, 
Colonel JeretW Swynnerton) , Joseph, Margecy (our nenber Mrs Margery 
Thanas) and Catherine. 
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A LETTER FROM CHINA 

Va lerie and Hans Dall 
 

 

   
  

  
 

Nove•ber 1990 

R L 9. . ( 
Dear' '~c-....... < - ~....-" \ . 

Yet a(ain another )'e&r i s speedily drawing to a cloae, and our 
thoughts turn especially to faa1ly and friends around the world . We send 
you our warmest Sell8on Gr~tings and wish you a very happy New Year', 
whf!rever you &rP.. 

1990 haa been a very exciting year for ua, to a large extent because 
oC the &llOUnt of travelling we have been able to do within this fascinating 
country. 

After our return to !Jf!ijing fro• Europe in January we i•llediately 
headed north to Harb i n for a week on a trip which co•bined work with the 
celebration of the Spring Festival. We chose the coldest week in 10 years 
- 28 C durint the day down to - 39 C at night - it was cold! There wasn't 
a meeting roo• which we went to that had heating. w~ sat in te•peraturea 
of 12 C or lower. w~ nevertherlesa enjoyed the visit, especially the 
snow covered river and rorest landscape, and seeing th-. ice-carving display 
for which Harbin is fa11n11R. A f P.W weP.ks later saw us heading southeast to 
YunnlUl Province of whir.h Kunnin;t, thP. city of Eternal Sprin.c, is the 
capital. We spent ~ w~P.k in Yunnan •&inly in the north, visiting Canters 
and acr'icultural institutions. Yunnan is a beautiful province with •any 
ainority nationality people, who give it a lot of colour Md char•. 

In May we spent a w~f'k in Anhui ProvincP. on a "rliplolllltic" tour with 11 

group of A•baasftdors and their wives. We will never forget our first sight 
imd crossing of the Yan~t.1:P. river, 90 rllllOus in ChinP.SP. history 

June S&N Valerie hellding to Europtt Cor a 6 w~ka visit with her 
piu·ents, Susan n.nd fa•i ly .11.nd Christian. Whilst she lfllS away, Hans aade a 
fascinating trip to Qinhiti Province where FAO has a fisheries development 
project in a salt lake at 3000 • .11.ltitude in breathtaking .ountain scenery 
and to Gansu Province where FAO supports a desert control project. In 
e1tdy July Hans visited Fu,jian Province, on the coast, where FAO also 
supports several projects. 

During August a visit to open an FAO fisheries traininlf course wa~ 
•ade to the seaside resort of Beidai he - a 11e>st popula r place for a holiday 
- five •illion i s the est.i•llted nu•her o( su•er visitors to this resort 
includ ing China's top l eaders. 

Septe•ber saw us· lfoin~ our separate ways again. Hans to Guan-cdong for 
a watershed train i ng course and t o Sichuan to look at a Yak project 
(believe it or no t ). Vft leriP. wP.n t to Qu Fu - t he hollf! of Con fucius a 
tr i p or~an i sP.d by t hP. teftchers of Chinese to foreigners. But the bi g event 
ror V1tlP.r ie Wl\S he r two weekR Silk-RoAd t ri p in OctobPr . ShP. and a few 
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othe rs fro• BP.Uinc joined with a Canadian tour group l\nd had ll llO&t 

fascinating &nd iftt~resting tiae. They w~nt as far wes t llll Kash•ar and 
then t r aced their way eaatwards a lone the northern silk road. They visited 
Urumch i, Tur ran ~ with t hP rui m1 of two old ci tiP-s a )llO&t as extens~ve as 
Po•pe i i - t.hf-n t o Dunhullng anti riding c~ls into the Gobi Desert in ~he . 
1100nlight. The group 110ved eas twllrd to JiayuJ(uan tht'!!' end of the Min~ 
Dynas ty Great Wall - t hP. ea lier s t retch of wa ll f rom t he Han Dynasty can 
sti ll be seen near Dunhuanif . Then Lanzhou an~ so to Xian the anci~nt 
c11pitd of China, with .its Terracotta a n y . A l ar ge pa rt of t he travelling 
wlls done in a s peciall y r-efurb i~hed tra i n called t he . China OriP.nt Express. 
Th is was one of those trips of a li fe time . 

Before ~e l eave for hoae-leave and Chr ist •as in Europe, we will 
actually traYel together to Guilin, a well-known Chi nese beauty spot, where 
FAO wil l or~anize a pestic ide trninin~ course. 

China ia ao vast and vari ed , t hat travel is essential, i f one io to 
even try to begin to understand this wonderful country and its people. 

The year had several other highlights, one of whi ch was Hans 
celebrating his 60th birthdit.y in April - far fro• the faaily but together 
with good friends, soae of who• we first •et 11<>re than 30 years ago . In 
Msrch Hitns IMde another quick trip, this tiae to Hone Kong tor •edi cal 
tests. The local doctors w~re in doubt but the specjaliat in Hong Kong 
said Hepst.itis. 8 110nt.hs without alcohol and on a •ilti diet finds Hana 13 
kgs. lighter and lighting Cit. 

We enjoy life in Beijing. Valerie still participates in Tenn ie 
tournaments and was a ladies Singles Finalist in a bit tourn&ll@nt th i s year 
- .unfortunately she wlls not the winner! 

611r children are well. Susan, Ditlev and Ida Marja are now 
Copenhagen after thoroughly en.joy i ng their 18 110nth on the FaN>f' 
Christian haa finished renovating his apart.11ent. flta:vhe he will 
ahle t.o ~ave for " trip t.o Ch i na. V11lerie's parents 1tr~ well and 
forwitrd to seeing the• shortly. 

back in 
Islands. 

now be 
we look 

Although we hAve travelled •uch and enjoyed it tremendously, we , or 
course aiss fa•ilY and friends and think of you conRtantly. All we send you 
our warmest best wishes for t.hP. se1umn 1tnd for a 1-,e11.cP.f11l h1tppy New Year , 
we hope that our pnt.hs •ft.Y croSR in 199$. Ir you should be able to co•e t o 
China, we wi 11 be 90st pleased t.o look aft.er you - anrl China, im~pi t.e of 
i t.s pove rty ancl •any o ther proble•R - is indeed a fascinat i ng pl ace to 
visi t. 

With al l good wishes . 

to~ 
Valerie 
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H.H.SWINNERTON 

PROFESSOR HENRY HURD SWINNERTON. 
Mrs Margaret Taylor has written to say how interested 
she and her sister Mrs May (who I forgot to say i s 
also a member) were to read the article about their 
father. She was kind enough to say that she thought 
he would have felt very honoured by it. She told me 
that he did not know that he had been registered as 
Henry as he was baptised and always known as Rudolf 
until he took Matric when he had to produce a birth 
certificate. This came as a great surprise to him and 
he supposed his mother had changed her mind between 
baptism and registration! 

She also told me there was a new reprint of his book 
"Fossils" which he wrote for the Collins New Natural­
ist Series in 1960. It has just been published by 
Bloomsbury Books, an imprint of Godfrey Caves Associ­
ates ·Ltd. She said that it is most gratifying that 
there is still a demand for it, he wrote it at the age 
of 85 while living with her. We do not have a copy of 
this so I must look out for it. 

THE MASTER TREES 

The 4th sheet is enclosed with this journal, so far I 
expect you have been able to work out how they fit 
together but from now on the layout gets a bit more 
complicated so here is a key to show you how to join 
them together. 

Sheet 1 Sheet 3 
lilrch 90 Sept 90 

Sheet 2 Sheet 4 Sheet s I Sheet 6 
Jtme 90 Dec 90 Mar 91 1 Jun 91 
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FROM THE PRESS 

Apia i e 
warned on 
starving bees 
A •be e alert' .was 

sounded· -across the 
province today as apiarists . 
tried to assess · if any honey 
has been made in the past 
two months. And Mr 
Lawson Swinerton, presi­
dent of the Ulster Bee 
Keepers Association gave 
a grim warning to t~ 
who · were expecting 
produce from their hives. 

°For God's sake make 
sure your bees arc not 
dying of starvation. 

.. The past two months 
have been disastrous ones 
for people keeping bees 
and there arc many reports 
right across Ireland of bees 
actually falling out of the 
hive dead. 

No honey 
.. If they are not fed they 

will die of starvation and 
that is what is happening. 

.. Only this morning· I 
was talking to a beekeeper 
as far south as Cork and he 
has no honey in his hives 
whatsoever. And one 
would think down there 
they had a chance of get· 
ting a bit better weather 
than we did. 

.. We have had four bad 
yean in beekeeping, all 
because of the weather and 
if things don't improve this 

. will go down as the wont 
one in living memory." 

Mr Swinerton who has 
been in bee-keeping for 
around 50 yean said the 
situation had been a 
promising one early in the 
spring. 

By Michael Drake. 
0 During May and June 

we had lots of honey and 
we were quite optimistic 
we were finaJly going to get 
a bumper year . 

.. I have over thirty hives 
and at that time it would 
have taken almost three 
men to lift one of them. 
Today l!ne ma~ ~ !ift ;l 
hive qwte easily 1t as so 
light. There is nothing in it 
but the bees themselves. 
There is certainly no 
honey. · 

0 1 have been feeding my 
bees. - he has 36 hives with 
something like 90,000 ~es 
in each of them -dunng 
July and August to keep 
them alive. 

0 Basically they require 
2lbs of sugar per pint of 
water and I am feeding 
th~m about a gallon of that 
mix ever two days . 

.. What I am concerned 
about is that some bee· 
keepers may not yet realise 
the seriousness of the 
situation. They must be 
alerted to the danger of 
starvation. So check hives 

· immediately and if the bees 
require food give it to them 
at once," he said . 

It is estimated there are 
some 700 apiarists in 
Northern Ireland 

75 



II 
I 

FROM THE PRESS 

Any excuse to celebrate 
MALCOLM and Philip Arthen had different reasons for celebration after 
the Members' race at the Atherstone point-to-point, Clifton-upon­
Ounsmore. Malcolm Anhcrs. MFH and Clerk of the Course. was runner­
up on lhle Tip. He is considering. but not relishing. the idea of retirement 
from pointing after 29 seasons. to make way for his daughter. 

Philip, his brother, refusing to be deterred by his weight, won the 
heavyweight section of the Members' -riding at around l S stone. O 

DRANTWOOD 
INDEPENDENT SCIIOOL 

FOR GIRLS 
I KENWOOD DANK • SHEFFIELD 

l>ay Schon! for Rifls from .f-17 Y"'9 of a~ 
We Me alway!! pleltSed to mttt pMents to ~uss their 

daughter's education and to show pafentS round !he s.:hool by 
appo"'4ntent. 

En4ry to !he Junie!' Sd•wtl fnr.'11!('!1.f .JIJ yc:1r!I is.hy 
:\flfWMtlt""''rt :t111I mt~n·il"'w 

S~NIOR S<.:11001, ENTRANCF. TEST 
FUil FURTHF.R DF.TAll.S Arl'l.f TO TllE 

llEADMISTRess 
MRS E . .M. SWYNNERTON, B.A. 

or Telephone Secretary 581747 
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FROM THE PRESS 

A picture from the past 

e The 73rd annual reunion and dinner or the Cbtster Queen's Park Old Boy's Association was 
held at the City Club in St Peter's Churchyard on Friday. The toast was proposed by Andrew 
FIJ'ID8Jl. Left to right: Colin Swinnerton, John Thompson, Charles Green, Andrew Place. Bob 
Smith, [):.nid Parker and Michael McGarva view the 1957 photo of the school. (314087) 

Church and Europe 
From the Reverend Dr Brian 
Thomas Swynnerton 
Sir, The observations made and 
the questions asked by the Rev­
erend Alan Booth in his letter 
(December 9) can be corrected and 
answered with complete assurance 
by clergy, like myself, who have 
had the privilege of serving in the 
Church of England's diocese of 
Europe. 

I have experienced great Chris· 
tian unity at every level, as well as 
constant support and cooperation. 
For example, I recall sharing with 
a Lutheran pastor a sacrament of 
holy matrimony as a girl of a 
German Lutheran church married 
a Church of England soldier. I had 
the joy of celebrating the Holy 
Communion in two Roman 
Catholic churches in Spain every 
Sunday and I had the privilege of 
Cardinal U rsi and the l talian 
Greek Orthodox Archbishop in 
Italy attending my induction, 
conducted by our own Bishop of 
Europe, in the English Church in 
Naples. 

\Vhen I preached in the great 
Roman Catholic Cathedral of San 
Gennaro, Naples, to mark the 
week of prayer for Christian unity 
in 1985, my congregation included 
Catholics, Anglicans, Greek 
Orthodox, Baptists, Methodists, 
Lutherans and many smaller 
Christian denominations. 

I consider that, thanks to Arch­
bishop Runcie and John Satter~ 
thwaite and Edward Holland 
(Bishops in Europe), as well as 
many clergy of the Church of 
England serving in every part '?f 
the EC, the Church of England ts 
in the forefront of developing 
relations of caring and sharing in a 
very real and practical way. I beg 
to suggest that the LJnjtc<i; Euro­
pean Christian Church des1rc-d by 
Mr Booth already rxisl$. I ask all 
Christians to pray for that Church 
and the great work it is doing, has 
done and will do in the future. 
Yours sincerely, 
BRIAN THOMAS 

(Chaplain), SWYNNERTON 
Acton Rcynald School, 
Shrewsbury, Shropshire. 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING : 

Mi nutes o f the Annua l Genera l Meet i ng· held at Swyn n~r t o n on. Sunday 
t h e 14 t h Octobe r 1990. · 

A Churchwarden of Swynnorton, Steve Parkhouse welcomed all mecbers 
of the Soc i e t y present 4nd wished us a pleasant meeting. 

The President opened the meeting and wel~omed all those present 
than k ing them f or their attendance . 

APOLOGIES were received from P R Swinnerton, Mr~ CM Swinnerton, 
N W R Watts, Mrs D Cunningham. D Hawley, J Hawley, C Swinnerton and 
L Sw i nnerton. 

There were ZZ members and family present. 

THE MINUTES of the last Annual General Meeting held on the 9th 
September 1989 were approved and signed. There were no matters 
arising from these minutes. 

CHAIRMAN'S REPORT: 
The Chairman reported that the Council had met twice during the past 
year at Norfolk and Swynnerton. Regrettably the proposed trip t o 
t he Isle of Man for this AGM had had to be cancelled due to a Grand 
Prix being held on the Island the weekend of the AGM: accocodation 
would not have been av~ilable and the cost would probably have been 
prohibitive to some memb•rs of the Society. 
The Treasurer had had some difficulty in obtaining help from the 
bank and had been unable to produce audited accounts for the year. 
The books had been passed to Col Iain Swinnerton who had produced 
a provisional Income and Expenditure report for the previous year. 
The Council had decided to put forward to the AGM that the financial 
year should changeto coincide with the subscription year which was 
1st January to 31st December. This would overcome some problems 
encountered. If this was approved it would mean that the AGM next 
year would be held in June. Also there would be a suggestion for 
new subscription rates. 

FINANCIAL REPORT: 
Col Iain Swinnerton presented a provisional Income and Expenditure 
report for the year ending 30th June 1990 (see attached). Due to 
c i rcumstances explained in the Chairman's Report no audited accounts 
were available for the year ending 30th June 1990. 
Col Iain Swinnerton proposed that the financial year be altered so 
that it ran from 1st Janua~y to the 31st December . This was seconded 
by T F Swynnerton and carried. 
After an explanation of the problems encountered by having different 
subscription rates J E Swinnerton proposed that one s4bscription fee 
be applicable to adult members of the Society at £5 . 00 p.a. and £3.00 
p.a. for junior members. This was seconded by J Swinnerton and 
carried. 
Lady Swynnerton suggested that from her experience the National 
Westminster Bank would be able to give accurate details of 
subscriptions paid by standing orders and Col I Swinnerton agreed 
to l ook into this. 
Col I Swinnerton reported hhat he would have audited accounts 
wit hi n the nex t few weeks and these would be presentvd to Council 
and also at the next AGM . 
I t was pr o posed that the . p r ovis i onal Income/Expenditure report 
be approved and t he deferment of the balan c e sheet as above be 
app r oved . Pr o posed by t W Swinnerton and s econded by T F Swynnerton 
a nd carr i ed . 
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Wishes for the Festive Season to you all. 

not been the best of years for me, the hospitalisation 
really threw me and somehow I 'lost' three months l 

However , I am now back on schedule and with this Journal have 
caught up at last. I hope by the 1st January 1991 to have caught 
up with my correspondence as well so that I can start the New 
Year really up-to-date. Who knows, I just might get back to 
doing some family history l 

We have had one or two hiccups in the society es well - with the 
first ever major change of officers, some jobs seemed to fall 
between two stools, no-one was quite sure who was responsible for 
them and so they didn't get done. However, that is all sorted 
out now and we are 'on stream' again. Our Treasurer had a lot of 
trouble with the bank who did not seem to be able to tell him 
from whom a standing order had come. We have been charitable and 
assumed that you all have paid your subscription for 1990 but 
some standing orders were only for £2 or £3.50. 

So - as renewal time is here again, I am asking everyone to start 
again from scratch and complete new forms. These will automati­
cally cancel rn now in existence. 

The necessary forms are overleaf and you can do one of 4 things. 
1. Complete the ordinary subscription renewal form and send me a 
cheque for £5 (The only reduction now after the resolution at the 
AGM is £3 for a student). Make cheques payable to 'The Swinnerton 
Society' . 

2. Complete the same form AND the Covenant form and send me a 
cheque. 

3. Complete the Banker's Order form and return it to me. 

' 4. Complete the Banker's Order Form AND the Covenant form and 
return them to me. 

I hope as many of you as possible will do No.4, 
administration of the society much easier and I 
increase the society's income by about £175. 

this makes the 
estimate could 

IMPORTANT - RETURN THE FORMS TO ME FOR REGISTRATION, I WILL SEND 
THEM ON TO YOUR BANK 

Please do it STRAIGHT/I.WAY , do not leave i t till a fte r Christmas 
when you might forget! I should then have to write again and 
remind you which all ta kes time a nd t he society 's mone y . 



FAMILY NOTES 

CONGRATULATIONS 
to. Alastair Iain Harding Swinnerton on his marriage to 
Julie Ann Thompson at Yetminster, Dorset on the 20th 
Qctober 199~. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Flying Officer David Swinnerton to  
 

BBC TV MEWS 
Several of you wrote to say that they saw a DR.CLIVE 
SWINNERTOH on the Six-o-clock news on 23rd July 1990. 
He was discussing the water shortages in the South 
West and you wondered who he was. 
I can answer that very easily, he is a former member 
of the society, a member of the Chester Branch and 
brother to our member Dr.G.S.Swinnerton of Canada. 

NEWS FROM ST.MARY'S, SWYNNERTOH 

At the 3rd Nov 1990, the Restoration fund stood at: 
Total at 14 October 1990 £53486.01 
Giving 92.50 
Sponsored Walk/Ride organised 
by Helen Ladell 170.00 

Total £53757.51 

* 'k * * * 

Christmas Services will be held on: 

23rd 10.30am 
7.30pm 

24th 11. 30pm 

Holy Communion 
Carol Service 

Holy Communion 
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THE SWINNERTON SOCIETY 

was founded in 1973 as a non-profit making 
organisation devoted to the research and publi­
cation of Swinnerton Family Records and the 
support and welfare of St. Mary's Church,_ Swyn-

nerton, Staffordshire. 

Research into the family history had been start­
ed in the 1870s by the Reverend Charles Swynner­
ton FSA. Over the course of the years he wrote 
a number of articles and papers about the family 
and gathered together many Swinnertons from all 

over the world. 

Interest in the family history became dormant 
after his death in 1928. The present Archivis t 
resumed research into the family records in 1952 
and founded the Society in 1973. Today it has a 
world-wide membership and holds a 'Gathering' at 
Swynnerton every 3 y~ars. It is registered as a 

Charity No. 518184. 




