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From the Editor’s Desk (contd.)

At the Ammual General Meeting in 1989 I ammounced Project '90, the
writing of a history of each branch of the family in memory ofone
of our founder members and some-time chairman Ken Armitstead. It
was to be his retirement project but, sadly, he died just before.

Well JOE SWINNERTON has done it for his branch - the War-
wickshire Swimmertons which, of course, was also Ken's. He ™as
stared off with a general synposis of the history of the village of
Swymnerton and of the original family of that place and has then
concentrated on his own branch from its founding at Fillongley in
about 1730 to the present day.

Copiously illustrated and containing both original material
and items culled from this journal and other publications it rums
to 100 pages and Joe has had 50 copies printed. It also contains a
short article on the Heraldry of the Swimmertons written by myself
at Joe's request and this is reproduced later in this Journal.

If you would like to purchase a copy, please write to Joe
direct (not to me) at ' |

You don't have to be a member of the Warwickshire Branch to
have a copy and I can assure you it is a very entertaining book and
a thoroughly 'good read'. Some of the family stories he tells are
highly diverting!

_ What an excellent example he has set us all, who is going to
be next? Yorkshire, Stoke, Adbaston? What about it. Obviously, I
will help all I can.

Not quite a branch history but, nevertheless, another excel-
lent example to us all is the letter I reproduce next (with his
permission) written by ARTHUR KELLS SWENERTON to his grandson Ryan.
I was véry taken with this when his brother Gordon gave it to me in
Santa Barbara, I read it several times and I have showed it to
several of the country's leading family historians who all agree
with me that it is an absolutely first class example of what we
should all have done. After all, the principal reason we are
engaged in this business of researching our antecedents is for the
benefit of the generations to come or if it isn't , it should be!

So - even if you carmot write a family history, you can all
write a letter like this and together they will make a marvellous
archive for the future. Obviously, I would like to publish some of
-them but that is entirely up to you. Arthur has set us a marvel-
lous example, let us all follow it.
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A LETTER TO A GRANDSON Arthur Kells Swenerton

March 1, 1990

mrv Ryan.

You are eleven years old, and you have asked me to tell you
samething of your family ethnic background -and history., You have also
been told that you represent the last male in cur immediate family that
Can carry on and perpetuate the family name of "Swenerton." (That is

true unless your Uncle Steven should happen to father a son.)

This is a tall order, so I've tried to condense the information
so I won't overload you with too many details.

Here is same of the background information that is known.

First of all, the name "Swenerton" has its origin in the small
village of Swynnerton in Staffordshire, England. The name, Swynnertom,

"is of Saxon origin and was originally spelled "Seolfortun,” which reans

"Silvertown.” :

In 1066, William of Normandy (Framce) set out to conquer Englamd
and did so, and he became-known.as "William the Conqueror." He
ordered a survey to be made of all lamd holdings in order to ensure all
of his "Crown rights" for taxation. The name, Swynnerton, appears in
this survey (called the "Domesday Book" because there was no appeal
frem its findings).

In the 13th century, Sir John de Swynnertom, a crusader under then
King Richard the Lionhearted, rebuilt the Church of St. Mary in the
village of Swynnerton as a thank-offering for his safe return from z
Crusade; and he became the second founder of the church that still
stands in Swynnerton today.

When Sir John died in 1254, presumably from wounds from a lance
thrust in a knighthood tournament, his wife had him buried under the
church floor and had a stone effigy of his body placed above it. This
effigy can still be seen in the church. We are told that in 1856,
about 600 years later, the burial chamber was accidentaliy opened. The
six foot two inch tall body had been covered by a 1/4 inch thick layer
of lead. The rector and others of the church reported that when the
lead was removed they were astonished to see that the body was intact,
ruddy in complexion, with auburn hair amd -scund teeth (except for two
missing in front); but the body remined intact for only an instant and
then it crumbled into dust!

There are many variations of the name Swymnerton, including ours.
In early days, few people knew how to write and changes in spelling
were. common.  The most common variation now is Swinnerton, but we even
have relatives in Canada that spell their name Swemarton (with an “a").
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