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SWINNERTONS IN AUSTRALIA 

'Ibis is by way of being an Australian Issue. After my recent trip 
the family in the Anti}X)des is fresh in my mind and so I thought I 
would devote roost of this issue to them. 'Ihere are 3 distinct 
families in Aust_ralia the newest of which I dealt with in the June 
issue. 'Ihere is tnv oore infonnation about this as you will see. 

1be first mm to emigrate to Australia appears to have been 
JafN. SJfINNEKirN who was bapt~sed at Astley, Shropshire, on the 11 
C£tober 1829$ He married, as his second wife, (I h~ve not so far 
been able to identify his first wife) Eliza Round at Wellington in 
1854. Their first child, George El.ias SWinnerton was oom in the 
sane year at Broseley as were the next 6 children but the last two 
were born at Madeley {Shropshire) . However, the child who we are 
concerned with here was his second son A1FRF1J tX1lN SJfINNEKKN who, 
although oom at -Broseley in 1856, was not baptised lllltil he was 
20 years old. 1b.e significant fact was that the baptisn took place 
at PLYKUm prem:ma.bly while the family were awaiting passage to 
Australia. 1he entry in the register of Holy Trinity Church, Ply
nouth says Al.Ired John, son of John and El.emer (sic) SWinnerton 
of the Fini.grant DeJXJt, (lx:Jm 30 August 1856). The father's occupa
tion is given as a Dye ~der. So - we may safely asst.JOO that they 
anigrated shortly aftei:wards. John died in Australia in 1910. I do 
wonder why only Alfred was baptised. Had all the others been 
'done' in Shropshire but he had been overlooked and they wanted to 
make sure before what was then a very long and arduous journey? 

It was Alfred who was one of the pioneers of Australian 
ftk>toring and who produced the "SWinnerton" which is listed in the 
Roll of the Vintage cars of Australia. 

John's great-qrandaughter is Marjorie Sybil SWi.nnerton, 
known to us, of course, as Hrs Marjorie NightirJ(]ale, who has helped 
the society so nnch over the years by distributing, at her own 
expense, this Journal which I send to her in bulk. Her brother, 
Tesla John Swinnerton, and daughter, Glenda Hooper, are also rran
bers of the society as is Mr Stephen Pain, also of this branch. 
M:rrjorie and Tesla's elder brother, Mark Alfred, has produced 2 
sons of whan the second, Gregory, has also produced two sons so 
again, the line is assured for sare tiloo to came. A younger broth
er of Alfred, I.Duis ~borne Swirmerton, also had sons but we krnr 
very little about them at the oment and there are a lot of loose 
ends to tie up there. 
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. Swinnertons in Australia {contd.) 

1he next branch out there st<m3 fran JANES · HENRY SWINNFJ(JU{ of the 
Yew Tree Branch who was oom at · Stafford on the 16th of May 1857. 
He anigrated tb Australia about 1882 and died in Melbourne on the 
1st of .November 1923. He was a printer like his great-llllCle and 
naoesake who had been the proprietor of the Macclesfield :cairier. 

A curioos little sideline is that the Yew Tree Branch pro
duced 1 generations of Mayors. 'l1DIAS (1719-1796) had been Mayor of 
Newcastle-under-L~ in 1756; his third soo~1766-1819) was_ also 
Mayor of Newcastle in 1804 and his nephew JAMES {1799-1881) roon
tioned above was Mayor of Macclesfield in 1846. 

J~ Henri established a printing works in Australia which 
was continued by O!'..e of his SCllS but not thereafter. JCIJeS' s first 
two sons were born in Manchester: Janes A.gneti (Agnew was his mth
er' s maiden naoo) in 1879 and lfillian Henry in 1881 but his · other 
children were oom in Australia - Florence Elizabeth in 1884, 
Arthur James in 1891 and Lily Nary in 1894. 

'lbe Grandscn of JCIOOS Henry, the emigrant, is our nenber 
WIILIAM ~ (Bill) ~ who, as the descendant in the male 
line of the Yew Tree Branch (which is the senior surviving branch), 
is the present head of the SWinnerton Fanily. Fortunately, Bill has 
two SOOS Gerald and Jdm who I in tum, have ooth produced SOOS so 
the succesion is secure for the foreseeable future. 

1he relevant portioo of the Yf!'fl Tree Branch is detailed 
later in this jounial, there are still a lot of loose ends to tie 
up. For instance, why did the Rev.Charles say that Jaoos Henry's 
older brother William 'Ibanas was born in Australia in 1852 when we 
have no evidence that his father ever went out there? Also, 
Charles said that William 'Ibanas had an uncle Jares who was 
"drowned when a boy in Australia". These are mysteries that I hope 
to be able to clear up and also find out whether there are any 
descendants of all the others IOOlltioned oo this tree. 

Until Bill SWinnertoo visited roo in this cnmtry _in 1985, 
he had no idea where his grandfather had care fran and I had no 
idea what had happened to the JCIOOS Henry SWinnertoo who the Rever
end Cllarles just listed as having been oom at Stafford in 1857 .. 

As I nmticiled in the last issue, we DCM have omey avail
able in Australia for research, the pirchase of certificates etc. 
which shruld help us to clear up all these little mysteries and 
aoonalies and I shall be ~ttinq this to good use very shortly. 
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Swinnertons in Australia ( con td . ) 

'Ihe third branch in Australia s tem fran FRm SWINNFKial (for S<;···· 
his birth was registered but he was also saootiroos known as Freder
ick Percival) ot the senior sub-branch of the Bet ley family. He 
was born on the 27th of October 1882 at Coleshill, Warwickshire, 
the 5th son of Walter Mnnerton and Brma. {nee Cattell). _ He 
married twice, firstly, in t~s country, Hannah I.ointon on the 22nd 
of Oct0ber 1904 at Asht on-under-Lyne by whcm he had one son also 
registered as FRED but saootirres known as Frederick or Frederick 
Pilkington Swinnerton. 

He appears to have left England in 1912 and on t he way out 
to Australia met his second ~wife Rooe Mary bley and they were 
apparently married in Singaxx>re. At the ti.Ire of his first marriage 
Fred was a Corporal in the Manchester Reqiloont. I do not know which 
-Battalion he was in but both the 1st and 2nd Battalions were in
volved in the Boer War but the 3rd and 4th Battalions were on hare 
service at Aldershot and Portland at this perioo. HcMever, the 
Reqiloontal Dexx>t was in Ashton-under-Lyne which is where he got 
married. He DllSt have CClJ'l>leted. his service before he emigrated 
but he was obviously an experienced soldier and while I was in 
canberra in May, I found him on the anbarkation rec"Ords of the 
Australian Army listed as S/Sgt. Fred Pilkington Swinnerton in the 
Australian Army Pay Corps and having a regineital nl.IDber of 5 ( a 
very senior nanber indeed) having joined on the 21st Septffllber 
1914. His 'trade or calling' is given as 'Clerk in the Defence 
Departioont' so he was working for the Anny before he joined up. His 
address is given as Roseleigh, Cross St., Guildford, New South 
Wales and his age as 32. His next of kin is given as Rose P. Swin
nerton of the ~ address and his pay was 11/- per day - a lot 
rrvre than I started with 35 years later! He anbarked. at Mellxmne, 
Victoria on the A3, Orveto on the 21st of <ktober 1914. 'Ibis fll.lSt 
be why he did not start his second family until 1919 when our 
nanber Etmice IX>rothy Pilkington Byfield (nee Swinnerton) was oom. 
She was followed. by Eric (oorn 1922} , Eileen Maude (our nenber Mrs 
CUdd, lx>rn 1926) and Edwin <11arles (oom 1928). 'Ihe latter is known 
better to us as 11ed and is, of course, also a nmber of the Society 
and our Australian subscriptions collector. His son Craig, daughter 
Mrs Stemark and nephew Dennis are also ueobers of the society. Ted 
and his two sons did not follow Fred' s army career but opted for 
the Australian Navy as you will see. 
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Swinnertons in Austra lia (contd . )' 

Whilst go~ through the AuStralian Anny Bim.rkatioo Rolls I 
~ foond three other SWinnertoos - No.220 Private Arthur Ieslie 
~:too of the 60thRailway Chrpmy: NQ.5026 Sgt .Ernest Mai.nwar
mg ~rton of the 9th Field Anhllance and No.2480 Driver Sydney 
S<lruel SWinnertoo of the 4th flk>tor TransJx>rt Qirpmy. At the oo
nmt, I er ~t know w1x> any of these are. n> any of oor Australian 
oemers clcum then? 

* * * * * 
'Ihete are no other sub-branches ·as far as I am aware rut there are 
a lot of SWirmertons in the Australian telephooe Directories who I 
lt\'.Xlld dearly like to identify! 

* * * * * 
'Ibere are others who we do know - Mr & Mrs SWinnertoo in Tasnania 
who I Deltiooed last tiloo: Derek Harding SWinnertoo, a fonoor 
nenber and a nenber of the Adbaston/Yew Tree Branch in Crib Point 
and ~~s Mrs Lois Willi<ml and Mrs Atme Robinsoo both of the 
Warwickshire Branch. 

I mitiooed at the start that there was further informatioo atnit 
~he new branch whooe tree I drew in the last Joomal. A rough tree 
lil the posession of the family shows the Hedley who stands at the 
top of the tree and whooe place of birth we do not ~ to have 
been the eldest son of a BENJAMIN SWINNERim and Looise nee Miller 
who were married in Victoria in 1875. Benjanin, in turn, is shown 
as the yoongest of .n>mI SWINNERilW and Ciroline nee Spencer~ b 
these are a coople we do know, of course, because they were the 
grandparents of the JAMrn HmRY ~ nmtiooed in the account 
of the family of Bill SWinnerton oo page 2. 'lbere are additiooal 
children listed to those 11e1tioned by the Rev. Cllarles and there is 
saoo discrepancy of naoos rut it certainly .looks as if this is the 
~ family. It mud also- explai.'l ooe or two other mysteries and 
so we DllSt get to work oo this ooe. 
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SWINNERTONS I~ THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY · 

Lieutenant TED SWINNF.Riai AM.RAN (Rtd. ), JP for New South Wales, 
joined the Royal Aust ralian Navy in May 1945 and was called up as 
an Ordi.nar}• Seaman, 2nd Class on the 7th of February 1946 . During 
his career he served in the following HMA Ships and F.stablislmelts: 
c:erberus, Pen<]l1in, Warrego, 'lbrrens, Wyatt E:arp, WarralTIID:ga, Alba
tross, 20th.GAG, Nirima, Kuttabul, Barcoo, Creswell and Melvi.lle. 
'Ihls inclUded service with the ~pation Forces in Japan and 
Expeditionary service in Antarctica in the Auxiliary Sailing Ship 
f(yatt E:arp. He retired as a Lieutenant RAN atter 30 years service 
in 1976 and was made a nsnber of the Order of Australia .in January 
of that year. 

His eldest son, RUSSELL, is now a Coomander in the RAN. He 
joined as a cadet Midshipnan in January 1967 . He has served with 
the British Royal Navy on three occasions - on Operations and 
WeaJX)llS Courses in 1973, on a Principal Warf are Oficer and Naviga
tion Specialist Course in 1979/80 and Mvanced Navigation Sea <lleck 
(''Dagger N"). 'Ihls was followed by two years exchange with the 
Royal Navy f ran 1983 to 1985. He has served in HMA Ships Mel
lx:Ju.c."7Je, Sydney, Anzac, Vendetta and Vanpire whilst mider training. 
He was the Executive Officer of the Patrol Boat II.MAS Bayonet and 
Cc:mnanding Officer of HMAS Barbette in the mid-70s. He served as 
Navigating Oficer of HMA Ships Yarra and Jervis Bay and HMS Chal
lenger. He has also served on the staffs of the Flag Officer Sea 
Training, in Portland UK, in 1984 and the Maritirre Crnroander Aus
tralia in Sydney f ran 1987 to 1988. He was posted in ccmnand of 
the Frigate I/HAS 1brrens in 1989-90 for operations in the Pacific 
and South Fast Asia. 

Ted's YO\lll<J~t son, CRAIG, joined the Navy as a Recruit 
~..aman in 1982 and initially trained as a ~termaster Gunner. 
After a period of sea service he was selected for training as a 
Clearance Diver. He served in the HMAS Ships and Establishoonts 
Cerberus, Perth, Pengu:in, CUrlew, canberra, Kuttabul and RAN Clear
ance Diving Tec;:n 2. At present he is serving at the RAN Diving 
School ac:; an instructor . 

Tilis is a ranarkable record and one that has not been 
equalled as far as I am aware. In fact, I know of no SW:innertons 
who have served in the Royal Navy. Who is going to prove too wrong·? 

===============-===='==="=======================~e~ 

126 

Above: 

Bill Swinnerton, 
his sons and their 
f amilies 
Kew, Melbourne. 

Right: 
The Editor with 
Bill's wife 
Grace Swinnerton 
Kew, melbourne 

May 1991 



The descendants oF John Swinnerton ,f Shropshire 
Sydney .iarbour June 1986 

Tesla Swinnerton: Glenda Hooper; Arthur Nightingale 

Kerra Pain: Mark Swinnerton:Gladys Hotchison: Marjorie Nightingale 

'Ihe I swan I trade mark used by 
Swinnertcm Bros & Co. 

'1be printers of ~ descer¥ied fran 
James Iklry SWi.nnertal. 

Great Famil.ies of yesterday we show, a nd 
Lords whose ·parents were the Lord knows who! 

( D an i e 1 De f o e i n 'The True Born Englishman') 
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SWYNNERTON OF WHITMORE. 

TABLE IV. 

Benjamin 

I 
James Swinner.ton, b. 31 

I I I ,I I 
December, 1763; died on 
the Continent, without 
issue, 30 December, 1794. 

Benja.min_Sw~rmerton,son1EEzabeih, dau. of James 1 . .Anne. 
of BenJanun; born s.t 

1

• Poole, of Fin11ey 2. Eliza.beth, b, SJ. July, 1767; wife.ofWilliam.Ha.rding, .Attorney, 
Newcastle, 31 July, Greene; born .in 1771; of Betley. 
1765. .I died in 1849. 8. Jane, b. 8 .A.pr.il, 1769; died at Millend, .Audl~y, 4 December, 

1784. 
4. Charlotte, b. 9 December, 1770; wife oi Thomas Moyle, of 

,
1
- ----------------LI ---:-

1 

_______ __:.N:.:. . ..:..ew.....:.castlej·-----i-·------.,.I 

,James Swinnerton, J.P., born=Sa.ra.h Wright, .nee Sid- Joseph Swin..::;=Cu.roline Spen- :Benjamin, b. 22 Thomas Poole, 1. Sa.rah. 
at Newcastle, 15 May, 1799; deley, of Martball. nerton, b. , i:ur, of Man· May, 1806; b. 29 June, 2. Charlotte. 
Mayor of Macclesfield, 1846; nea.r Knutsford; m. 13 M&rch, chester; m. d. 5 .Auguat, 1807., 3. Jane. 
died in Macclesfield, F cbruary, J. Swinnerton, 9 1803. .I ~:.l December, 1809. 4. Eliza.beth. 
1881, a.p. A.ug., 1826. 18~3. 

l I l I I I 
James .Henry Poole Joseph, born at William Walter, born a.tr;=Julia., dau. of (James, drowned 1. Lretitia.Poole, b. 28Sept.ember,1826; 

Swiunerton, b. 19 Liverpool. I,iverpool, 23February, I Thomn,.,Mowles, when a. boy in .died at Liverpool, 3U March , 1831. 
March, 1825. 1831 ; died at Brad- Solicitor, of .Australia.) 2. Eliza.beth, b. 16 May, 1828. 

ford, 13 Sept., 1876. I Dublin. 

I I I 
William Thomas James Henry, born Walter Joseph, born 

Swinnerton, born at Stafford, 1857. at Macclesfield, 

I I I . li . 
1. Mary Eliza.beth, of Stone, now vmg. . . 
2. Julia. Caroline, born a.t Macclesfield, 1865, now livurg. 

I 
George Jt'rcdcrick, 

ir: Austt"alia, 1852. 1863. 
born o.t llcrtforu, 
1868. 3. Jane, b'Jrn at. Hertford, 1868. 

THE REVEREND CHARLES SWINNERTON'S ORIGINAL TREE 
CONTINUED BY I.S.SWINNERTON 

- -. 

W l LLIN-1 1l04AS 

SWINNERTON 

JAMES IENRY "' Florence S1'111pson .-gnew WALTER JOSEPH 

SWINNERTON 

GE~ FREOERIO< 

SWINNERTON 

MARY ELIZABE"THCMS.6}) JULIA CAROLINECJS.108) 

b. 1852 

Australia 

OiS.30) 

r-

SWINNERTON 16Jul 1874 

b. HiMay1857 

Stafford 

d.1Nov1923 

Melbourne 

<JS.101> 
,~ 

Manche&ter C8thedr11l 

b . 2Augl8'4 Bristol 

d.290ct1935 Mfilbourne 

b. 1863 

Ml!lcclesfiel~ 

CWS.31 > 

b. 1868 

Hertford 

<GS.14) 

JAMES AGIEW WILLIAM HENRY "' Mabel Isabella ARTHUR JAMES = Lily Irene Steele 
SWINNERTON SWINNE.RTON H!-11 

b. 1679 b.29Jun1681 lOMer,915 

to'.enchester Manchester Melbourne 

d. d.2Nov1928 b.9Apr1891 

CJS. 576) Melbourne Melbo.lrne 

CWS.185) d. IJApr1975 

Melbourne 

WILLIAM JAMES = Grace Dowling Woods 

SWINNERTON 5Sep1942 

b.20Mey19l7 

Melbourne 

CWS . 186) 

Melbourne 

b.19Novl914 

Melbourne 

GERALD JNES = Gi llien Margeret Whitelew 

SWINNERTON 20Feb1982 

b.740ec1944 

Melbourne 

<GS.118) 

Melbourne 

b.21Jan1954 

Melbourne 

1£~Y JAMES HAWTHORl<E 

SWINt-ERTON 

b.20May1984 

Luc ie Rosaline 
Dowling ( LS. 76 ) 
b . 12l"lar1986 

Melbourne Melbourne 

(HS.178) 

SW!llltERTON 1927 

b.4Meyl891 Melbourne 

Summerhill NSW. b,2Jan1890 

d.5Feb1964 Charlton 

Melbourne d.12Sep1965 

CAS,260> Melbourne 

JC>IN WILLIAM = Jennifer Well 

SWINN:RTON 21Mar1969 

b. 16Jun1946 Melbourne 

Melbourne b.10ct1946 

(JS. 564 > Gee long 

BENJAMIN JaiN JAMES EDWARD 

SWINIERTON SWINN:RTON 

b. 14 Feb1973 b.18Apr1974 

Melbourne Melbourne 

<BS.56) <JS.583) 

b. 1852 

Stafford 

FLORENCE ( FS. 97) 

ELIZABE"TH 

b.23Jan1884 

Balmain, Sydney 

d • 22Nov 1 958 

Melbourne 

unm. 

b. 1865 

Macclesfield 

LILY MARYCLS.67) 

b. 19Nov1894 

Lewisham, Sydney 

d. ;3Jun1978 

Robert Alexander Findley 

1May1895 Glasgow ' 

d.4Feb1970 Melbourne 
b. 11'1ay1890 

Gleego~ 

JNECJS. 109) 

b. 1868 
Hertford 

CTwin _.1th 

George) 
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Sailors Three - Russel, Ted and Craig Swinnerton 

The Head of the Family, 
William james (Bill) Swinnerton 

Kew, Melbourne May 1991 

FAMILY NOTES 

We welcare the following new nanbers! 
Mrs ELIZAIEm ANN 'LimU of 'Beechfield', 

   She is the great-great-<Jreat-i]reat 
grandaughter of ELIZABEIH SWINNElm1J of the Yew Tree Branch and 
William Harding. Elizabeth is descended fran their daughter Anne 
and approo,.ied me after hearing ~ lecture on the' History of the 
Hustices' in Cheshire. I knew who she was descended fran imrediate
ly because I am descended on the maternal side fran another daugh
ter, Sarah, who married my qt-gt-gt-qrandfather John SWinnerton. I 
was delighted to have a visit fran Elizabeth and her husband Keith 
and we soon had the ~loor of the sitting roan covered with the 
master trees! 

KEVIN E1\RI; OCMERS of    
. Kevin's ccxmection with the Mnnertons goes a long way back 

to KA'IHERINE SWINNERim who married John Oldershaw or Hildershaw, 
saneti.nes Hildenshaw, in 1615. 

JEFFREY ELLIOIT l«XD of  
 Jeffrey is the grandson of JOOEPHINE P.SWINNERim and 

Janes Husted WoOO.. Josephine was the daughter of FREDERICK N. 
SWINNERim (1869-1901} of the Gloucestershire Branch who, up lllltil 
now, had just been a nane on the tree and we knew nothing of any 
descendants. I had the pleasure of r:ooeting Jeffrey when he called 
on ire a few weeks ago although I was not at my brightest at the 
tine as I was just recovering fran a bout of 'flu. He is a veteran 
of the Vietnam War and has researched his f aroily lines very thor
oughly and has it all on c..unputer. 

* * * * * 

DAVID SWL~I of the Yorkshire Branch has written to say that 
his son ANDREW was oorn on the 29 Jul 1979 and not March as I 
showed it on the tree in Journal No.5 and that his brother KEVIN 
married Nuala Stuwart on-25 J\Ill 1989 at sale and they now have a 
son KEVIN ..mA'IHAN SWINNER1UI born on the 7th May 1991 who becanes 
KS.54 in the family index. 
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Family Notes (contd.) 

'lbe other DAVID SWINNFXIm fran Middlesooroogb has also broogbt re 
up-to-date with his family doings and tells re that his soo GREIDRY 
has becane a father for the seccnd tiloo as his wife Susan gas had a 
soo JAM&<> DAVID SHAW SWINNEml1l oo the 27th May 1991. He becaoos 
JS.628. He also toid ne that his Aunt Rum (RS.128) passed away at 
Wrexham on the 25th January 1991 

Sadly, I also have to tell you of the death of two of our long 
standing Deltlers. 
WILLIAM STRErnli SWINNERIU~ of  died 
on the 15th June in the Nevill Hall lklspital. He was the father of 
oor DelOOr Dr.Guy Strettoo SWinnertoo of Canada and brother of oor 
nenber Miss Coonie Swinnerton. He attended gatherings in the early 
years of the society and had always been a supportive namer. We 
send our ~thy to his family as we do to the family of FRED G. 
SWINNERlm of   . He died of a 
heart attack while hiking with a groop of elder hostellers in the 
Olyq>ic National Park, Washingtoo. His wife Betty said that they 
had had a wcnierful week there hiking and going to varioos histori
cal places by bus and she took canfort fran the fact that he was 
enjoying the beautiful scenery and taking pictures of the snow
capped Olyq>ics just a few minutes before he died. 

* * * * * 

MURPHY'S LAW FOR GENEALOGISTS - 1. 

The vital will you need was in the safe 
on. the Titanic 

Your great-grandfather 1 s newspaper obituary 
says tha~ he died without issue! 

When at last you solve the mystery you have 
been working on for 2 years, your Aunt says 
"I could have told you that" 

136 

FROM THE NEWSPAPERS 

Frederick George Swinnerton 
A m~morial Servic'? will be held Thursday, July 12, al 7 p.m. for 

Fre.den~k_Ge~rge Swmnert<;">n. 75,_who died Friday, June 28, 199 I, 
whlle h1kmg m the Olymp1c Nauonal Park. The service will be 
held at First Congregational Church, 717 Siskiyou Blvd. 

He. was bo~ July 16, 1915. in Troy, N.Y. and received a 
b'1che, : of arts degree from Amherst C.Ollege in 1939 and a 
masler of arts de!?ree from ~lbany State College in 1940. He 
served lhree years m the 5th Air Force, 1 OOth Service Squadron in 
Wo:Id War II. After the war, he returned to teaching English in 
Elgm, Ill., where he met and married Betty Turner on June 6 
1947. He retired from teaching in 1979 and moved to Ashland ir~ 
J~e 1990. He was active in peace and justice causes. He was 
editor ~f the Peace House publication, •'Clear Action,'' worked 
for Farr Share and Ashland Interfaith Committee Council, the 
League of Women Voters and was a member of the First Con
gregational Church. 

In addition to his wife, he is survived by: three- sons, Peter 
Spring of Ashland, Jolm Swilllerton of Homer, : and Mark 
Swinnerton of Denver, Colo.; a daughter, Gruf" 'Engblom of 

· AncJ~ora~c, Alaska; sever~1· foster" children, includiug John Binder 
of Mianu, Fla., Barbara Bmder of the Netherlands Phil Pistone of 
Chicago, 111., and Mary Cinelli of San Jose, Calif.; and five 
grandchildren. 

Contributions may be made to the Olympic Park Ins1i1utt: F1ed 
Swirmerton Scholarship Fw1d, HC 62 Box 9T, Pon Angeles, WA 
98362. 

Ashland Daily Tidings - 8 July 1991 

SWINNER'fON . 

~~v1l1un~a}f lt~;~it~ 
Wflliarn Stretto 
Swlnnerton of .59• 

r.,a:'bt.~~e:~~t':t';.eJ'~ 
N~llle. Funeral Frlde 
June 21, service at ~ 
Peter's Churd 
Goetre, at 2.30ptn, fo 
lowed by interment t 
lhe Churchyard. Famll 
flowers only. bu 

. donations ff desired, t 
Nevi.JI Hall Hospital. 

. Western Mail 18 June 1991 
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JOHN WALTER SWI NNERTON 

I an very sorry to have to inform you of the death of our first 
Chairman, JOON WALTER SWINNERIG'l, en the 1st of August 1991. John 
was the ally child of Walter SW:i.nnerton of the Betley family and 
Gertrude Mary nee Blaclmer and was lx>rn on the 29th of April, 1916 
at Coventry. His father was a Director of cash's, the naroo tape 
people. I first made cootact with John oo the recammdation of.my 
father's cousin, the late Georqe SWinnerton, w00 knew him thrrugh 
amateur radio circles. 

I first wrote to him in Deceri>er 1969 but it was July 1970 
before we nade cmtact as he had nvved fran the address I had been 
given. John had been working oo the history of his fairi.ly for saoo 
t~ and had had the results cmfinood by the College of Ams w00 
made a grant of arms to him in the od.d-60s. 

Typically, I received a roost friendly reply by return with 
an accamt of bis researches and an offer of help with research at 
Sarerset lk>use or the 00. 

John had always had an interest in radio, he was granted a 
cannissioo in the Territorial ~ Royal Signals lllrit at Hall 
Green, Birmingham in 1938 and was roobilised in 1939. He went to 
France in 1940 as Signals Officer to a Field Reg:inmt, Royal Artil
lery who he said still had 18-poonder;s and 4.5" Howitzers that they 
had first been issued with in the 1914/18 war! Q1 his first visit 
to my hooe in Ctlober 1970, I discovered that the regirent coo
cemed was ooe in which I had cxmnanded a Battery in the 60s and 
had written the Reg:inmtal History for its centenary in 1964! It is 
a S»cll.l world. 

He served in North Africa and Italy oo the Staff fran 1942 
to 1945 and rose. to the rank of Major. He was awarded the Territo
rial Decoration and Clasp. He coo.tinued. his TA service after the 
war tor a while but retired when he mved to Cllester in 1949. 

He was educated at Bablake Sdlool, Coventry and Saltley 
College, Birmingham and gained a Bachelor of Science Degree in 
&manics fran 1mdoo University. In 1942, he married Patricia Mary 
Wise, yolDl<Jer daughter of a fonoor Vicar of All Saints, Hoole, 
Cllester and they had two children, Meriel and Mid1ael Jdm. 

He cmtinued with his interest in Radio and, in 1969, he was 
elected President of the Radio Society of Great Britain. He had a 
wide range of other interests: he was a keen philatelist pclrticu
larly of the Holy· Land, a nenber of the Heraldry Society, a Bridge, 
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Tennis and Orqan player and a devotee of all kinds of rmsic fran 
Bach to Beatles : His other great interest was the National Savings 
rt>v~nt for which ~e.worked ~ery hard eyentually beccming a County 
<llaumm. In I'eCC)JDlt1on of his long service to National Savings he 
was made a ME:mber of the Order of the British Empire. 

rr-ce I got him involved with the SWinnerton Family Historv 
he p~ved to be a tower of strength and brought his keen, analyti:. 
c~ nund to bear on on several of our knotty problans of relation
ship. He took over my task of extracting all references to our narre 
f~ the ~exes of Births, Marriages and Deaths at the General 
~~ter Of flee - first at Sctoorset House and later at St. cather- . 
me . s and, once he had coorpleted it, kept it up to date each year 
lillt1l he was lillable to cope any longer with the hurly burly that 
nowadays goes on there. 

When I was persuaded to refound the Society in 1974 he 
becane ~e of the four foonder nanbers, the others being the late 
Ken Annitstead and the Reverend Brian SWinnerton. When we got 
~lves. properly organised sanetime later, he becaroo our first 
chairman and gave unstintingly of his time to the Society and wrote. 
our first constitution. 

He was a familiar figure at our Gatherings and with his wry 
sense of hmoor (he once christened ooe of my dogs who was a labra
dor/C.Ollie cross a 'lDlliefug') he was a great favourite with 
everyone and we shall sorely miss him. We send our sincere s~
thy to Pat and his family . 

The Arms of John Walter $winnerton 

The diagonal stripes are alternately Red and Silver 

Motto - Conatu. Meo (By my own efforts) 
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FROM MY POST BAG 

A letter f r om Gr aeme Campbell of  
  Aus tralia enquiring about hi s great 

grandmother ANNIE SWENARJON who married John Campb_ell 
about 1870 . At first I was unable to find anything 
about her as I -was unaware of this variation of our 
name being used in Australia although there are many of 
them in America of course. 

However checking one of t he Ir i sh/American Trees f or 
something else, there it was - Annie Swenarton noted as 
having gone to Aus tr a 1 i a with her brother Wi 11 i am and 
having married John Campbell. We had no dates or 
further deta i 1 s so another link in the chain is now 
forged. Annie was the daughter of JOSEPH SWENARTON 
{JS.373) and Margaret. 

A 1 etter from DOUGLAS SWINNERTON of Ca 1 i forni a g1 v1 ng 
me a number of corrections and additions to the Tree of 
the American branch of the Swinnertons of Betley. This 
will necessitate a wholesale revision and a complete 
retype so it will be -some time before I am able to 
publish it. 

A letter from ROY SWINNERTON of Stoke on Trent 
enclosing a copy of the history of his cycling firm 
from the "Bicycle" of May 1991 which I hope to include 
in the December issue. 

Finally, a new variation, a letter addressed to Mr 
I. S. SWINNISRTON ! 

* * * * * 

A few years ago, a number of members of the f ami 1 y 
helped with an indexing project. This involved filling 
in pre-printed cards with details from trees, both of 
which of course I provided. A simple little job but 

I · very important for our archives. I now.have some more 
ready to be done and would welcome some vo 1 unteers t o 
help. 

140 

THE SWIHHERTOI SOCIETY 

was founded in 1973 as a non-profit making 
organisation devoted to the research and publi
cation of Swinnerton Family Records and the 
support and welfare of St .Mary's Church, Swyn-

nerton, Staffordshire. 

Research into the family history had been start
ed in the 1870s by the Reverend Charles Swynner
ton FSA. Over the course of the years he wrote 
a number of articles and papers about the family 
and gathered together many Swinnertons from all 

over the world. 

Interest in the family history became dormant 
after his death in 1928. The present Archivist 
resumed research into the family records in 1952 
and founded the Society in 1973. Today it has a 
world-wide membership and holds a 'Gathering' at 
Swynnerton every 3 years. It is registered as a 

Charity No. 518184. 




