e ATt i

- — S

3 '
i - ’ = f
T T 'l : :
] | i : i |
A il 1 Wl 5 \ | g
. | !
! | | I

e =

e w T




The Swinnerton Society

was founded in 1973 as a non-profit making organisation devoted to the research and
publication of Swinnerton family records and the welfare of St.Mary's Church,
Swynnerton, Staffordshire. Research into the history of the Swinnerton Family had
been started by the Reverend Charles Swynnerton FSA. in the 1870s. and over the
course of the years he wrote a number of articles and papers about the fam-ily and
gathered together miany Swinnertons from all over the world, ~ Interest became
dormant after his death in ‘1928 until the present archivist resumed research in 1952
and re-founded the society in 1973. Today it has a world-wide membership and
holds a "Gathering" at Swynnerton'évery 3 years. It is registered as a charity in the

United Kingdom No.518 184.
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Dear Col.Swinnerton

When in Kingston recently, I came actoss an addition to
St.Luke's Church conspicuosly named "Swinnerton Hall". I made
some enquiries as to the origin of the name and learned that the )
first vicar of the church was George Isaac Swinnerton and that the
Hall had been named as a tribute to him.

Apparently he was not only the first vicar but was also
instrumental in the building of the church and for raising most of
the money for its construction. The foundation stone was laid in
1888 by H.R.H.Princess Mary of Teck.

A spire was added in 1891, the gift of Lady Wolverton.
The story told that her coachman had difficulty finding the church
hence the spire to guide his way. Seems an Unlikely story to me!

A memorial plaque on the wall inside the church reads:-

George Isaac Swinnerton
first vicar of this parish
Died Jan.29th, 1925 aged 75
Bessie Kate Sweinnerton
Died Sept.5th 1926 aged 75.
The enclosed pamphiet was all that was available on the church history.

On a personal note, my elder sister Clara married Harding
Swinnerton of Bromsgrove, Worcs. (Both deceased) I believe their grand
daughter, Lorna Swinnerton my great neice, here on holiday from Australia a
couple of years ago, stayed with you. Icouldn't quite make out the
relationship but Lorna seemed to think that Harding was a distant cousin.

Yours sincerely

D.H.Cooper

(Quite right. Harding Swinnerton was a son of George Swinnerton who was
brother to my great-grandfather James Harding Swinnerton. Lorna's father,

PARISH OF SAINT LUKE, KINGSTON UPON THAMES
THE PAST '

The Parish of St Luke came into existence just over one
hundred years ago. The fine red brick building we see today
was consecrated on 14 December 1889. Plans were prepared by
the London Architects -~ Kelley & Birchall - and a local firm -
W.H. Gaze of Union Street - was chosen as the builders; the
cost was just over £5,000 for chancel and nave! It took a
lot of hard work to raise the money in Canbury, the most im—
poverished district in Kingston.

Much of the fund raising was due to the devotion of
worshippers who went without meals and new clothes to contri~
bute. The rest was due to such influential figures as the
Duchess of Teck and Lady Wolverton (who paid emtirely for the
elegant spire). In the early days this was an extremely poor
district, and soup kitchens were provided to feed the hungry.
However, society figures were attracted to the Church, such as
Princess Frederica of Hanover, the Duchess of Teck, Lady
Bowater, Lady Londesborough, Lady Freake and Mr & Mrs John
Galsworthy, parents of the famous author. These were only a
few of St Luke's distinguished patrons in the early days.

The first Vicar - the Revd George Swinnerton -~ was
influenced by English Catholicism as a result of the Oxford
Movement, which began in the 1830s by great leaders such as
John Keble, John Henry later Cardinal Newman, and Edward Pusey.
They wanted to remind the Church of England that it was part
of the one Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church, adhering to the
threefold ministry of Bishops, Priests and Deacons, and having
a full sacramental life. They needed services of beauty and
colour to help people to understand their Catholic heritage.
The second Vicar -~ the Revd E. Temple Candler - built up much
of the liturgical superstructure that is still one of the
glories of our worship. He introduced the use of incense
and coloured vestments for the first time on 18 October,’1910.
All this magnificence enshrined a faith ~ the perception that
the Church of England is part of the Catholic Church, and con-
sequently St Luke's has drawn a congregatiom from a very wide
area as a cente of Catholic worship and belief within the
Church of England.

Harding's only son Derek Swinnerton was a member of the society for some
time but dropped out a few years ago).
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CHANGES OF ADDRESS.
Tom Swinnerton to

Mrs Valerie Dall to

Mrs Rebecca Hunt to

CONGRATULATIONS

to Alastair Iain Harding Swinnerton and Julie on the birth of their
son THOMAS ALFRED HARDING SWINNERTON on 30
December 1992.

* % % % X

THE WORLD BOOK OF SWINNERTONS!

Many of you, I know, received a circular for this publication as I
did myself. I wrote to all those who let me know and advised
them to have nothing to do with it. All you would get would be a
word-processed book on how to trace your family with the name
Swinnerton inserted in various places (they do exactly the same
book for many other names) and at the end would be a few
Swinnerton names and addresses and a few lists of names from
Electoral Rollis.

As far as I am concerned, it is a complete rip-off; they have been
prosecuted in the USA and ordered to stop but over here they are
not actually committing an offence. It is the same firm under
another name that I wrote about in the Journal some time ago. If,
however, anyone did buy one, I would be very interested to see it.
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SWINNERTON SOCIETY PRODUCTIONS

THE SOCIETY TIE. Made in Woven J; rd with a single Swinnerton
Society Cross and Horseshoe badge. Available in Na\ffy Blue, Maroon and
Grey. Price £4.50 plus .50p postage. Set of 3 - one of each colour £12.50
plus .50p postage.

BINDERS FOR JOURNALS. Red with the "Swinnerton Family
History" embossed in gold on the spine and the Society's badge in gold on
the front cover. Each has 11 strings to hold 10 issues (one complete
volume) and the index. £2.50 each plus .50p postage.

Both the above are obtainable from the Secretary, David Brock (address
inside front cover)

AN ACCOUNT OF THE FAMILY OF SWYNNERTON. A facimile
coa?y of the original history of the family published in 1886 by the William
Salt Archacological Society, Stafford, Over 200 pages of the family
history with trees of various branches of the family. £12 plus .50p
stage. Every Swinnnerton family should have a copy.” Obtainable from
ain Swinnerton (address inside front cover). '

THE BOER WAR DIARY OF EDWARD ALBERT SWINNERTON
A vivid and personal account of a soldier during the campaign fought in
South Africa almost one hundred years ago. Price £4.00 plus postage.

A HISTORY OF THE VILLAGE OF SWYNNERTON AND THE
SWINNERTONS OF WARWICKSHIRE.
A general synopsis of the history of the village of Swynnerton and the
original family who lived there. Plus - the history” of one of the
Warwickshire branches of the family and an article on the Family Heraldry
by Iain Swinnerton. Researched and produced by our Chairman, Joe
winnerton. The first part of the book can form the basis of the history of
any branch of the family. Price £7.00 incl. postage.

FIRE & FURY OVER ENGLAND - THE SECOND WORLD WAR -
TEN LOST MONTHS. The diary of our Chairman, Joe Swinnerton, of
his service in_the army dugnoﬁ the Second World War. 120 pages with
many illustrations. a very good "read". Price £7.00 incl. postage.

The above three books obtainable from J. E. Swinnerton, 2, Greaves
Avenue, Walsall, West Midlands,WS5 3QE.  Prices quoted apply to
orders from the UK.~ Overseas members please send a Sterling cheque or
International Money Order in Sterling.






