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The Swinnerton Society

was founded in 1973 as a non-profit making organisation devoted to the research and
publication of Swinnerton family records and the welfare of St.Mary's Church,
Swynnerton, Staffordshire. Research into the history of the Swinnerton Family had
been started by the Reverend Charles Swynnerton FSA. in the 1870s and over the
course of the years he wrote a number of articles and papers about the fam-ily and
gathered together many Swinnertons from all over the world. Interest became
dormant after his death in 1928 until the present archivist resumed research in 1952
and re-founded the society in 1973. Today it has a world-wide membership and
holds a "Gathering" at Swynnerton every 3 years. It is registered as a charity in the
United Kingdom No.518 184.
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" THE REV.BRIAN SWYNNERTON'S NOTES

WALTER WILLIAM SWINNERTON (WS, 226)

Fifty years ago, on the 3rd August 1943, Walter William Swinnerton,
the son of Noel and Lilian Swinnerton of

was killed in action. He was 22 years old and had left
St.Albans Abbey School in 1938. He became a surveyor on the LMS
Railway and (under age) joined the RAFVR. At school he had been a
sergeant in the OTC and captained the school's Boxing and Shooting
teams.

I recall him vividly at my home when on holiday, teaching me to
box and shoot and watching him ploughing with horses and subduing a
massive bad-tempered bull. He was always full of fun and seemed to be
always laughing.

I used the outline of his career as the conclusion to our booklet
"Swynnerton and the Swinnertons”. However, here are a few additional
bits and pieces about him including my two favourite snaps of him. The
one signed "Wallie" was taken in July 1942 and the other is inscribed
"Flying Officer Hart and me, Dec.10th 1941, Tobruk with our Nazi
Buggy-car"

The other picture is of the gatehouse which joins the medieval
Abbey and present-day school. In the gatehouse is the "Swinnerton
Memorial Library Room" which is a memorial to Wal. It is panelled in
English- Oak and inset on one wall are his portrait, decorations and
Mentions in Despatches. In addition to refurbishing the Gatehouse,
Walter's parents left a Swinnerton Bursary for the school.

There is also a Bursary, left by Lilian, known as "The
Swinnerton Bursary" at the Duke of Kent RAF Memorial School at
Cranleigh in Surrey. This latter Bursary is to enable orphaned children
of RAF members to be boarders and fully educated at Cranleigh.

If there is a member of the society who lives near to St.Albans
or Cranleigh and would be willing to keep an eye on these family links,
I would be extremely grateful. 1 do know that any Swinnertons would
always be welcome to see the famous ancient room when the school is
open.

If any member of the family visits Sicily on holiday, I'd be glad
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if they would call at the Catonia Military Cemetery. It is sited at
Bicocca just SW of Catonia on the coast road by the railway (which
would please Wall). It is extremely beautiful with mimosa, bouganvilla
and oleanders. There are fountain-pools and it remains fresh and green
throughout the summer. The backdrop of Mount Etna is most
impressive.

Walter is buried there alongside another young Englishman - a
Sapper officer named Chetwynd-Talbot, much decorated for bomb
disposal work. It's noteworthy that both Swinnertons and Talbots were
knights with King Richard the First's Crusade when it rested and
watered in Sicily 800 years before, en route to the Holy land!

Sadly, Walter was on his last mission before home leave when
he was killed. He was accidentally shot down by Canadian guns. As
his Flight encountered the flak, he was able to wam his colleagues to
climb to safety as they were some way behind him. His Kitttyhawk
crashed in an olive grove where he was found by soldiers from the
Hertfordshire Regiment and, initially, they buried him alongside his
aircraft. Amongst the burial party was a boy who had been at school
with Walter and lived in the village of Park Street.

I have Wal's Wings taken from his shirt, his wristwatch and his
wallet which contained a copy of the poem "An Airman's Ecstasy” and
various other treasured possessions including a silver tankard presented
to him by 250 Squadron on the occasion of his 21st Birthday. I also
have a box containing all the letters he wrote to his parents while he was
in the RAF including one written on the day he died. I have not yet
managed to read them but I have a feeling they will make a fascinating

ROYAL AIR FORCE
(Pilot’s Wings)

ROYAL AIR FORCE
(Cap Badge)
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From the Newspapers (Continued)

FOOD donations -

are being col-
lected by an’Ald-

erley Edge man

to send: to Bosnia.
.Joe Swinnerton

‘ :'is ‘on the hant for

grub to send to
Mostar, -a' town
north of Sar:\ievo
where there is lit-

¢ tle. food, little or :

no -electricity .or -

water and the
¢ hospital has been .

flattened by
bombing.
He said: “We

are collecting

substantial food

-such as tins, pas-

ta, rice and dried
fruit,™

Htlda Boomber,.
‘a joint drganiser
‘of the appeal,

said: “Of. all the

families 75 per

cent ‘of the fa-
thers and young
men  have gone,
the women not
knowing whether
they're dead or

alive.”
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Alderley Edge.

Hilda ‘added:
“Although it is a
Christian group
collecting the re-
lief is going to
both Christians
and. Muslins [in
and around Mos-
tar. ‘The relief is
for ' people who
need it, not.-cer-
tain religions.”

All donations
should be sent to
Joe - Swinnerton,

Road,

o4k FIED KD

The Messenger, Friday May 14,:1993

I am sorry to say that I have four deaths to report.

Firstly, that of Alec Arthur Swinnerton on the 12th June at the great
age of 86 (he would have been 87 in August). Alec had been a member
of the society since the very early days and until quite recently was a
familiar figure at our gatherings. He was a member of the Betley
Branch, the father of our member Valerie Dall and a very proud
grandfather and great-grandfather.

Secondly, Mrs Muriel Swinnerton, the mother of our member David
Kenneth Shaw Swinnerton, on the 28th July after a long illness. She was
cremated at Teesside Crematorium and, later, her ashes were scattered
with David's father's in the Frith Valley, North Wales about 4 miles
from his place of birth.

Thirdly, Douglas Kingsley Swinnerton of California, another very long-
standing member who died in April and lastly, former member Charles
William Swinnerton of Walsall.

We send our sincere sympathy to all the families.

Colin Swinnerton tells me that congratulations are in order to his elder
son Neale who has graduated from Birmingham University with a 2nd
class Honours Degree in Electronic Engineering.

His younger son Paul, who you will remember had thespian
ambitions, has gained a place on a degree course in acting at the Central
School of Speech and Drama in London.

We have two new members to welcome:-

Steven Charles Swinnerton, who actually came to our Domesday
Gathering in 1986, has now joined the society. He lives at

and is the son of
Joseph Arthur and Mary Swinnerton of the Adbaston family. He is
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married to Jeanctte Elaine (née Jardine) and has 3 children, Davin,
Louise and Neill.

We also welcome Mr E.C.Swinnerton of

Mr Swinnerton phoned
me when he was over here on a visit, unfortunately we were unable to
meet as he had not enough time left. However, from the brief details he
was able to give me over the telephone, I can tell you that he has opened
up a whole new family in Australia which I will deal with in detail in the
next journal. I will, at last, also deal with the other new family I wrote
about in the June 1991 issue. All the checking has now been done and
the shape of the tree of the senior branch of the family now looks very
different.

Finally, our congratulations to our member Edythe Seeley of Canada for
her honour from the Ontario Genealogical Society.

Society honors co-ordinator
Sarnia’s Edythe Seeley, left, has been honored by the Ontario Gene-
alogical Society. Mrs, Seeley has been a co-ordinator for the society’s
cemetery project in Lambton County, spending countless hours re-
cording, typing and producing transcripts of many rural and urban
burial grounds. She has also helped many people find their family
roots. Presenting her with her certificate is Frances Eagleson,
chairman of the society’s local branch.
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SWINNERTON SOCIETY PRODUCTIONS

THE SOCIETY TIE. Made in Woven Jacquard with a single Swinnerton
Society Cross and Horseshoe badge. Available in Navy Blue, Maroon and
Grey. Price £4.50 plus .50p postage. Set of 3 - one of each colour £12.50
plus .50p postage.

BINDERS FOR JOURNALS. Red with the "Swinnerton Family
History" embossed in E%Old on the spine and the Society's badge in gold on
the front cover. Each has 11 strings to hold 10 issues (one complete
volume) and the index. £2.50 each plus .50p postage.

Both the above are obtainable from the Secretary, David Brock (address
mside front cover)

AN ACCOUNT OF THE FAMILY OF SWYNNERTON. A facimile
coagy of the original history of the family published in 1886 by the William
Salt Archaeological Society, Stafford. Over 200 pages of the family
history with trees of various branches of the family. £12 plus .50p
{)qs €. Every Swinnnerton family should have a copy. Obtainable from
ain Swinnerton (address inside front cover).

THE BOER WAR DIARY OF EDWARD ALBERT SWINNERTON
A vivid and personal account of a soldier during the campaign fought in
South Africa almosi one hundred years ago. Price £4.00 plus postage.

A HISTORY OF THE VILLAGE OF SWYNNERTON AND THE
A caceal synopsis of tho history of dhe village of Swymerton and th

eneral synopsis of the history of the village of Swynnerton and the
orig' yIll pwho lived the:%_,. Plus - the history of one of the
Warwickshire branches of the family and an article on the Family Heraldry
by Iain Swinnerton. Researched and produced by our Chairman, Joe
Swinnerton. The first part of the book can form the basis of the history of
any branch of the family. Price £7.00 incl. postage.

FIRE & FURY OVER ENGLAND - THE SECOND WORLD WAR -
TEN LOST MONTHS. The diary of our Chai Joe Swinnerton, of
his service in the army during the Second World War. 120 pages with
many illustrations. a very good "read”. Price £7.00 incl. postage.

The ahove three books obtainable from J. E. Swinnerton,

i Prices_quored appiy to
orders from the UK. Uverseas memoers piease send a Sterling cheque or
International Money Order in Sterling. _





