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The Swinnerton Society
was founded in 1973 as a non-profit making organisation devoted to the research and
publication of Swinnerton family records and the welfare of St.Mary's Church, Swynnerton,
Staffordshire. Research into the history of the Swinnerton family had been started by the
Reverend Charles Swynnerton FSA. in the 1870s and over the years he wrote a number of
articles and papers about the family and gathered together many Swinnertons from all over
the world. [Interest became dormant after his death in 1928 until the present archivist
resumed research in 1952 and re-founded the society in 1973. Today it has a world-wide

membership and holds a 'Gathering' at Swynnerton every 3 years. It is registered as a charity
in the United Kingdom No. 518184.
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SP. MARYS CHURCH, SWYNNERION

E

A new leaflet describing the history of the Church was published by the
Rector and Church Wardens in June 1991 and although most of the detaiis
have been in previous publications it is worth recording again. JES.
SWYNNERTON, in spite of the changes which have taken place during the
twentieth century, is still an old world village which never fails to charm the
visitor. Its ancient and lovely Parish Church, dedicated to St. Mary, forms an
integral part of the group of buildings which make up the centre of the
village.

The origin of the Church dates from the Norman period, though
evidence exists that some stones date back to Saxon times when the manor
house in the village was the royal residence of a Saxon prince.

Privileges were granted by King Edward 1 (1272-1307) to Sir Roger
de Swynnerton permitting a market day every Wednesday, and an annual Fair
on the Feast of the Assumption, August 15th. These privileges have, of
course, long fallen into disuse.

There is no evidence of the existence of a Church here until the
twelfth century. A few traces of that period can still be seen in the present
Church, namely the lower half of the tower and parts of the west wall. A
splendid example of the best Norman craftsmanship may be seen in the
doorway leading from the base of the tower into the nave. The arch of this
door shows sixteen bird beak mouldings, most of which are in good
condition.

The upper portion of the tower was built in the sixteenth century.
The six bells were re-hung in 1926. The clock which strikes the hours is
faced on the west and south walls of the tower. On the outside in the form of
adornment are the triangular headed belfry windows and protruding
beakheads. The bells were cleaned and re-tuned in 1957,

The nave, chancel and scuth aisle were rebuili in the middle of the
thirteenth century, the north aisle being added somewhat later. The Church
has a seating capacity for two hundred.

The oak screen at the chancel is a fine work of the Tudor period
(1485-1603) while the chancel furnishings consisting of a new oak altar,
dedicated in 1964, carved oak chairs, two new oak prayer desks, also
dedicated in 1964, communion rails and stails are ali no earlier than the
nineteenth century. There are two memorial windows in the chancel, one to
the memory of the twin sons of the Reverend J. B. Frith, a former Rector, and
the other a memorial to members of the Dimumock family.

Under a stone canopy in the south wall of the chancel is the
recumbent effigy of a crusader, belicved to be that of Sir John de Swynnerton,
who died about 1254. He had been Constable of the Tower of London and
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Baron in the first Parliament. (Ed. This is incorrect, it was Sir Roger who was
Constable of the Tower in the 1330s). Carved in local freestone, the effigy
has suffered from wear and tear of time. The figure measures 6 feet 2 inches
from head to foot and is clothed in the complete armour of a crusader. The
legs, crossed at the knees, rest on a lion couchant. On the left arm hangs a
Norman convex shield.

There is no inscription on the tomb, but beneath is a burial chamber
which was accidentally opened during restoration work in 1856. This
chamber was found to contain a body lying exactly under the effigy,
corresponding in tength and in certain: details. The body had been wrapped
in lead a quarter of an inch thick which was made to fit close to the form.
This had the effect of preserving the body through the centuries until 1ts
accidental exposure caused it to crumble to dust.

The discovery revealed this Crusader as a young Knight of ruddy
complexion with auburn hair and beard and with two front teeth missing
(probably driven out by a lance thrust). The Reverend W. Taylor (whose
daughter died a centenarian in 1955) was the Rector at that time, and he and
Mr. Thomas Fitzherbert of Swynnerton Hall inspected the tomb, afterwards
restoring the masonry, and leaving the remains intact.

Sir John de Swynnerton undertook the rebuilding of the Church in
the early English style as it remains to this day.

He was also the founder of a new line of Lords of Swynnerton, his
wife Margaret being also his cousin. It was she who probably placed the
effigy there to his memory. The present Baron Stafford is a descendant of the
de Swynnertons by the marriage of the youngest daughter of Sir Humphrey de
Swynnerton to William Fitzherbert during the reign of King Henry V111
(Ed. Wrong again , I'm afraid - he was plain Humphrey not Sir and the
marriage was in {616)

Two other items in the chancel worthy of note arc the windows
between the priest's door and the chancel and the aumbrys on each side of the
alter.

Besides the two memorial windows in the chancel there are threc

others in the south wall of the Church, commemorating members of the
Wood family who lived at Meece House.
THE LADY CHAPEL, now used as a vestry, was also formerly a schoot
house. It was built on to the Church about the middle of the fourteenth
century. Under the east window of this Chapel, fixed to the wali, is a marble
slab, the top of the original alter which was formerly in the Church. Its age is
unknown. Close by, on the south wall, are the mutilated sedilia and piscina.

Beneath the Chapel is a vault containing the remains of sixteen
members of the Fitzherbert family, buried there between 1612 and 1865.
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Even if you cannot attend the Gathering, you are urged to let us know just how you are making o
And, just as important, take an active role in providing of records so that all family branches are fL
accounted for. 1t has been a long time since we put some of this together and the information t
provided your mailing addresses indicates that some of the once children in the families ha

moved out on their own, many married, and probably have children of their own by now.

Most of you know Bill Swinarton. Over almost 20 years he has written, telephoned, and visited w
you. So, there is the sincere hope that you remember the importance of up-dating the family recon

Also, you are invited to join with us as members of the Swinnerton Society, organized in 1974 by C
lain Swinnerton of England. Again, full particulars are available from Bill.

Please, take the time to contact Bill Swinarton. There is a Canadian-American family newslet

supplemental to the Society's Journal, and it's free to all upon request. You will enjoy the fan
information that is included. Feel free to supply information for inclusion, that's why it works.
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The Federation of Family History Societies to which our society belongs, and
of which I was the Founder Chairman in 1974 and have also been President
since 1978, also celebrates its 21st Birthday in 1995 and to commemorate the
occasion is launching a special project called Threads of Family History.

They say "Put down your pens, switch off your computers and
delegate your indexing: now for something different!"

Threads of Family History is a special competition of textile craft to
be exhibited by the FFHS during Autumn 1995. The exhibition will attempt

“to show how family history can be creatively used in the many forms of
needlework and other textile crafts.

Craftwork itself connects us with our ancestors. In every culture,
both women and men took great pride in the production of distinctive
decorated textiles. For this exhibition, participants will be asked to take the
process beyond the merely decorative and integrate family history to produce
a unique heirloom for future generations.

Any type of textile craft is eligible - embroidery, applique,
needlepoint, weaving, rug hooking, and beadwork to name just a few
techniques. There's no need to be an expert craftperson.

But before you begin your "heirloom”, write for the complete rules
and an entry form - on or after 1st October 1994 - to Mrs Jill Valentine.

enclosing a 9" x 4" self-
addressed, stamped envelope or 2 International Reply Coupons.

There will be two classes of entry, Individual and Collective (ie.
Society or Group) but please note - application is restricted to members of
the Federation's member societies.

The competition was originally the idea of the Ontario Genealogy
Society who have given the FFHS permission to use it.

I do hope some of you will enter, | do know we have a lot of talented
needleworkers in the family - could we also have a society entry?

We celebrate this in June 1995 because it was in May 1974 that I issued the
first newsletter. However, Brian and John Swinnerton and Ken Armitstead
and I had been working together for some time before this and we really
started the society in 1973 which is the date given in the official records. How
sad that neither John or Ken, who both served as Chairman and did so much
research into the family, did not live to see this day.
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You will notice, if you examine the list of officers of the society on the inside
cover, two main changes. As reported in our last issue, Sir Roger
Swynnerton asked us to accept his resignation as President due to ‘creeping
Anno Domini'. This we did with regret because he had been such a superb
President but I am very happy to report that, at the invitation of Council, he
has agreed to become the society's Patron. We have been without a Patron
since Lord Stafford died in 1985.

To succeed Sir Roger as President, Council invited Mrs Margery Thomas
and I am also delighted to tell you that she accepted willingly and thereby, I
think, we probably go straight into the Guiness Book of Records as having
the oldest Society President, certainly to my knowledge Family History
Society, as celebrates her 100th Birthday on the 15th August this year.
Many members will remember her entertaining us at a Gathering with her
reminiscences of nursing on the Eastern Front in 1916/17. What a double we
shall have next yera with our 21st Birthday in her 100th year. More about
our new President in the next issue.

* % x % %

We welcome to membership of the society the Reverend Ernest George
Francis Swinnerton of

Mr Swinnerton joined us after hearing our chairman, Joe
Swinnerton, give a talk to the Family History Group of the Nuneaton Society
on the Swinnertons of Nuneaton and Warwickshire to which branch our new
member belongs. With three clergymen now as members, we should have the
best organised service next year of all time!

* ¥ % ¥ ¥

My apologies for the lateness of this journal due to my visit to New Zealand
and Australia from 27th April to the 14th July during which I gave 36
lectures at various conferences and on visits to member societies of the
Federation of Family History Societies. I also stayed with or met a number of
members of the family and established one complete new sub-branch and I
hope to give an account of this in the next issue.

STOP PRESS. Just as I was going to print, I was delighted to receive 3
bumper bundles from Bill Swinarton in Canada who is producing the North
American Supplement to this journal again - more news next time.
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[ THE LONGITUDINAL STUDY OF RESIDENTIAL HISTORIES ]

A REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ABOUT THE RESIDENTIAL HISTORIES OF INDIVIDUALS.

We are currently undertaking research on where people lived during their lifetime, and are
concentrating particularly on the residential histories of individuals, rather than on the analysis of
aggregate census statistics. Although some individual-level data can be gained from sources such
as diaries and autobiographies, these are relatively scarce and often unrepresentative. However,
there are thousands of family historians around the country who have information about
the residential histories of their own family members, often going back to the eighteenth
century or earlier. We are particularly keen to utitize this rich source of information in our
research.

Your Family History Society has kindly allowed us to place this sheet in your magazine as
a way in which we might make contact with family historians. IF YOU HAVE TRACED YOUR
FAMILY HISTORY, AND HAVE INFORMATION ABOUT WHERE INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS OF
YOUR FAMILY LIVED AND WHY THEY MOVED IN THE EIGHTEENTH, NINETEENTH OR
EARLY TWENTIETH CENTURY, WE WOULD VERY MUCH LIKE YOU TO CONTACT US. It
would also be very helpful to know how many people you have a residential history for. Once we
have received this information, we wili send you forms on which you can record the residential
details in a standard format. We will also enclose a stamped/addressed envelope for your reciy.
- We must emphasize that we are interested in the residential histories of people of all ages,
from all walks of life, and including those who moved very little or not at all.

We must emphasize that any information that you do provide will be used only for the
purposes of academic research, and that, where appropriate, confidentiality will be strictly
maintained in future publications. The project will be completed in 1996 and, in addition to other
publications, we will be happy to write a short piece for your magazine so that you will know
something about the outcome of the research. This should help you to discover how your
family's residential history related to the experience of others. The research project is funded
by the Economic and Social Research Council.

You will realise that the success of the research depends eritirely on a good response from
family historians. We hope to build up a large data-base of information on residential histories, but
this will only be possible with your co-operation.

IF YOU FEEL YOU ARE ABLE TO HELP WITH THE PROJECT IN ANY WAY PLEASE
CONTACT JEAN TURNBULL AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AT THE ADDRESS GIVEN BELOW.
FOLLOWING A LETTER OR TELEPHONE CALL SHE WILL SEND YOU THE REQUIRED
NUMBER OF STANDARD FORMS ON WHICH DETAILS OF INDIVIDUAL RESIDENTIAL
HISTORIES CAN BE ENTERED. IF YOU WOULD LIKE FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE
PROJECT PLEASE DO NOT HESITATE TO CONTACT US.

PROJECT DIRECTOR:
DR. COLIN G POOLEY,
SENIOR LECTURER IN GEOGRAPHY.

RESEARCH ASSISTANT:
DR. JEAN TURNBULL,
DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY,
LANCASTER UNIVERSITY,
LANCASTER, LA1 4YB.
TEL: 0524 65201 Ext. 3730 160

SWINNERTON SOCIETY PRODUCTIONS

THE SOCIETY TIE. Made in Woven J d with a single Swinnerton
Society Cross and Horseshoe badge. Availabie in Navy Blue, Maroon and
Grey. Price £4.50 plus .50p postage. Set of 3 - one of each colour £12.50
plus .50p postage.

BINDERS FOR JOURNALS. Red with the "Swinnerton Family
History" embossed in gold on the spine and the Society's badge in gold on
the front cover. Each has 11 to hold 10 issues (one complete
volume) and the index. £2.50 each plus .50p postage.

Both the above are obtainable from the Secretary, David Brock (address
inside front cover)

AN ACCOUNT OF THE FAMILY OF SWYNNERTON. A facimile
coas)y of the original history of the family published in 1886 by the William
Salt Archacological Society, Stafford.” Over 200 pages of the family
history with trees of various branches of the family. £12 plus .50p
mtasge: Every Swinnnerton family should have a copy.” Obtainable from
winnerton (address inside front cover). i

THE BOER WAR DIARY OF EDWARD ALBERT SWINNERTON
A vivid and personal account of a soldier during the campaign fought in
South Africa almost one hundred years ago. Price £4.00 plus postage.

A HISTORY OF THE VILLAGE OF SWYNNERTON AND THE
iWINIEIIRTONS OFf \tz’AgWICK%}gRI;’:m -

_general synopsis of the history of the village of Swynnerton and the
original family who lived there. Plus - tﬁ% history” of one of the
Warwickshire branches of the family and an article on the Family Heraldry
by lain Swinnerton.  Researched and produced by our Chairman, Joe
Swinnerton. The fflr“stulpart of the book can form the basis of the history of
any branch of the y. Price £7.00 incl. postage.

FIRE & FURY OVER ENGLAND - THE SECOND WORLD WAR -
TEN LOST MONTHS. The diary of our Chairman, Joe Swinnerton, of
his service in the army during the Second World War. 120 pages with
many illustrations. a very good "read". Price £7.00 incl. postage.

The above three books obtainable from I E. Swinnerton,

Prices quotec] apply to
orders from the UK. Uverseas members please send a Sterling cheque or
Internationai Money Order in Sterling.





